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U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Connor Lam, in an F-35A fighter jet, signals during preflight checks at Osan Air Base, South Korea, on May 11.

‘Costly, strategic blunder’

Ex-Air Force generals blast plan to cut F-35s, new surveillance plane

By CorEY DICKSTEIN
Stars and Stripes

eep cuts to the Air Force’s F-35 pro-
D gram and the elimination of the E-7
Wedgetail program would prove a
“costly and strategic blunder” for the service, a

retired three-star general said Thursday.
Retired Lt. Gen. David Deptula told report-
ers that the proposed cuts to the programs in
the Air Force’s fiscal 2026 budget proposal un-
veiled last month would leave the service with
problematic capability gaps given an uncer-
tain security environment around the world.
The latest budget proposal, Deptula said,

would cut some 340 aircraft from the service
while purchasing only 76 new airframes, in-
cluding only 24 F-35As — the most advanced
fighter aircraft now flying.

“The Air Force today is the oldest, the smal-
lest and the least ready it’s ever been in its en-
tire history,” Deptula said during a news brief-
ing organized by the Air and Space Forces As-
sociation. “And the current programming
schedule, it has [the Air Force fleet] getting
even smaller as we move into the next five
years, and quite frankly, there’s insufficient
funding in the budget to stop that decline.
That’s why raising this to the attention of Con-

gress and the American public is so impor-
tant.”

Deptula, who is the dean of the Mitchell In-
stitute for Aerospace Studies and retired from
the Air Force in 2010, helped organize a letter
sent last week to congressional leaders warn-
ing of the dire consequences if the service’s
budget proposal was enacted. It was signed by
16 retired four-star generals.

“During a period of heightened tension
throughout the world, we believe such reduc-
tions will severely and unnecessarily under-

SEE BLUNDER ON PAGE 8

7th Fleet
pick cut in
scrutiny of
drag shows

By ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon has pulled the
nomination of Rear Adm. Michael
“Buzz” Donnelly to lead the 7%
Fleet following questions from a
conservative news outlet about
drag shows aboard an aircraft car-
rier nearly 10 years ago.

Donnelly was nominated June
18 by President Donald Trump for
promotion to vice admiral and
command of 7% Fleet, based at Yo-
kosuka  Naval
Base, Japan, and
the Navy’s lar-
gest  overseas
force.

However, De-
fense Secretary
/ Y, Pete  Hegseth
" : has rescinded
Donnelly Donnelly’s nom-
ination, an unidentified Pentagon
spokesperson said Friday by
email to Stars and Stripes. The
spokesperson, who declined to
identify themselves, would not
comment on whether the decision
to withdraw Donnelly’s nomina-
tion was related to drag shows.

“The Secretary is thankful for
his continued service and wishes
him luck in his next position,” the
email states.

The Daily Wire, a news website
cofounded by conservative com-
mentator Ben Shapiro, first re-
ported Thursday that Donnelly’s
nomination was pulled after the
Daily Wire asked about his role in
allowing drag shows aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Ronald Re-
agan.

Donnelly, currently the head of
the Chief of Naval Operations’ air
warfare division, was commander
of the Ronald Reagan from 2016 to
2017. He also led Carrier Strike

SEE DRAG ON PAGE 9
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Nutella maker Ferrero plans to buy WK Kellogg for $3B

Military rates

Associated Press

Italian confectioner Ferrero,
known for brands like Nutella and
Kinder, is buying the century-old
U.S. cereal company WK Kellogg
in an effort to expand its North
American sales.

The Ferrero Group said Thurs-
day it will pay $23 for each Kellogg
share, approximately $3.1 billion.
The transaction includes WK Kel-
logg Co.’s manufacturing plants
and the marketing and distribu-
tion of its breakfast cereals across
the United States, Canada and the

MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Caribbean.

WK Kellogg’s shares were up
31% on Thursday.

Kellogg was founded in Battle
Creek, Mich., in 1906 after its
founder accidentally figured out
how to make flaked cereal while
he was experimenting with grano-
la.

Kellogg now has four U.S. man-
ufacturing plants, which are locat-
ed in Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Tennessee and Nebraska. It also
has a plant in Mexico and a plant
in Canada.
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The current company was

” Euro costs (July 14) 0.83

formed in 2023, when Kellogg s pemnaty 1o 52

snack brands like Cheez-Its and  Ssouth Korean won (uly 14) 1339.00
Pringles were spun into a separate c cial rates

company called Kellanova. Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3744

. Britain (Pound) 0.7407

Kellogg has been struggling canada (Dollar) 1.3697

with a long-term decline in U.S. e LA T
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Switzerland (Franc) 0.7960
Thailand (Baht) 32.44
Turkey (NewLira) 40.1608

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.50
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.50
Federal funds market rate 4.38
3-month bill 4.35
30-year bond 4.95
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By CorREY DICKSTEIN

drones account for some 70% of

Hegseth orders quick add of small drones

Stars and Stripes

The Pentagon wants more
small, cheap, easily replaced
drones in the hands of troops as
quickly as possible, and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth said he is
cutting red tape to make that hap-
pen.

Hegseth, dressed in a dark-col-
ored suit, took to the Pentagon’s
parade field on Thursday to rec-
ord a video announcing his poli-
cies on new small drones — offi-
cially, unmanned aerial systems
— and promoting his memoran-
dum on the matter as an American
Flag-bearing drone was flown to
him by a service member. Heg-
seth said the memo would build
off a June 6 executive orderissued
by President Donald Trump
meant to boost America’s com-
mercial drone manufacturing and
integrate them into the nation’s
transportation and military sec-
tors.

“This is the future,” Hegseth
said over the buzz of the small
drone and the blasting of Metalli-
ca’s 1991 hit song “Enter Sand-
man.” “We’re in the fight. We’re in
the fight to win it, and I’'m never
going to back down.”

Hegseth’s new policies aim to
cut through bureaucratic policies
that limited the military’s ability
to quickly purchase and field
small drones with vast capabilities
ranging from gathering intelli-
gence to dropping small supplies
to troops all the way to delivering
lethal munitions on enemy posi-
tions.

“Lethality will not be hindered
by self-imposed restrictions, espe-

CorEy DicksTEIN/Stars and Stripes

Army Sgt. Nicholas Murphy tinkers with a hexacopter drone that he built July 26, just before a test flight at
a Hinesville, Ga., airfield just outside Fort Stewart. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has ordered the U.S.
military to quickly buy and incorporate small and cheap drones into formations.

cially when it comes to harnessing
technologies we invented but
were slow to pursue. Drone tech-
nology is advancing so rapidly,
our major risk is risk-avoidance,”
Hegseth wrote. “The depart-
ment’s bureaucratic gloves are
coming off.”

The policy seeks to move small
drones — especially lethal, one-
way attack drones —into the same
purchasing category as grenades
and bullets, instead of classifying
them more like helicopters and
planes. It also lowers the decision-
making authorities about pur-
chasing drones from top Pentagon

leaders to the first general, admi-
ral or Senior Executive Service ci-
vilian in a unit’s chain of com-
mand.

The memo outlines a threefold
approach to incorporating more
small drones into the arsenals of
combat units — with an immedi-
ate focus on providing them to
units focused on operating in the
Indo-Pacific region. Hegseth said
the military would immediately
begin purchasing hundreds of
American-made small, cheap
drones to provide a cash influx to
industry. It would quickly get
those capabilities to combat units

to experiment with their capabil-
ities, and it would mandate units
incorporate the small, cheap
drones into all their training iter-
ations.

“Next year, I expect to see this
capability integrated into all rele-
vant combat training, including
force-on-force drone wars,” Heg-
seth wrote.

The new policies come as Pen-
tagon officials have closely
watched Ukrainian forces inno-
vate on the battlefield with small,
lethal drones against Russian in-
vading forces. The New York
Times reported in March that

battlefield casualties in the war in
Ukraine.

Last month, Ukraine launched a
massive swarm of more than 100
small, cheap drones into Russian
territory, striking more than 40
Russian bombers and destroying
more than a dozen of them in a
brazen and innovative attack on
Moscow’s air power.

Hegseth’s memo implores
American forces to find similar
ways to advance drone warfare.
He also calls for the military ser-
vices to consider what expensive
weapons systems could be re-
placed by cheap, disposable
drones.

He gave the secretaries of the
Army, Navy and Air Force 60 days
to report to him any major weap-
ons that could be “more cost effec-
tive or lethal” if replaced by small
drones.

He also ordered the military to
expand its use of 3D printing and
other in-house drone building ca-
pabilities and stand up purpose-
built innovation units meant to ex-
clusively innovate drone warfare
within the Army, Navy, Air Force
and Marine Corps by Sept. 1.

“Our adversaries have a head
startin small UAS, but we will per-
form a technological leapfrog and
establish small UAS domain dom-
inance by the end of 2027,” Heg-
seth wrote in his memo. “We will
accomplish this urgent goal by
combining the nation’s best qual-
ities, including risk-taking. Senior
officers must set the tone.

“Accelerating this critical bat-
tlefield technology requires a De-
partment of War culture.”

Court throws out plea deal
for alleged 9/11 mastermind

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A divided
federal appeals court on Friday
threw out an agreement that
would have allowed accused Sept.
11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mo-
hammed to plead guilty in a deal
sparing him the risk of execution
for al-Qaida’s 2001 attacks.

The decision by a panel of the
federal appeals court in Washing-
ton, D.C., undoes an attempt to

Correction

A July 11 Washington Post
story about the January
midair collision between an
Army Black Hawk and a
passenger jet near Ronald
Reagan National Airport
conflated aircraft transpon-
ders with the ADS-B satel-
lite-based location system.

wrap up more than two decades of
military prosecution beset by le-
gal and logistical troubles. It sig-
nals there will be no quick end to
the long struggle by the U.S. mil-
itary and successive administra-
tions to bring to justice the man
charged with planning one of the
deadliest attacks ever on the Unit-
ed States.

The deal, negotiated over two
years and approved by military
prosecutors and the Pentagon’s
senior official for Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, a year ago, stipulated
life sentences without parole for
Mohammed and two co-defen-
dants.

Mohammed is accused of devel-
oping and directing the plot to
crash hijacked airliners into the
World Trade Center and the Pen-
tagon. Another of the hijacked
planes flew into a field in Pennsyl-
vania.

Relatives of the Sept. 11 victims
were split on the plea deal. Some

JANET HAMLIN, PooL/AP

Khalid Sheikh Mohammed

objected toit, saying a trial was the
best path to justice and to gaining
more information about the at-
tacks, while others saw it as the
best hope for bringing the painful
case to a conclusion and getting
some answers from the defen-
dants.

The plea deal would have obli-
gated the men to answer any lin-
gering questions that families of
the victims have about the attacks.

Air Force nixes eyelash
extensions, short boots

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes
WASHINGTON — Airmen will
be expected to have higher boots,
officers must maintain one com-
plete set of a camouflage uniform
and eyelash extensions are no
longer permitted, the Air Force
announced in updated service
dress and appearance standards.
“Combat boots must now be be-
tween 8-12 inches in height from
the bottom of the heel tread to the
top of the back of the boot, and sol-
ing material will not exceed two
inches in height,” the Air Force
said Thursday in a statement.
Eyelash extensions are prohib-
ited, unless for medical reasons. If
medical authorization is obtained,
eyelashes must not exceed 12 mil-
limeters in length, the service
said. The Air Force first autho-
rized eyelash extensions in 2021.
For Operational Camouflage
Pattern uniforms, or OCPs, offi-

cers must maintain at least one
complete set of either the non-fire-
retardant OCPs or an improved
hot weather combat OCP uniform.
Airmen also received clarification
on cuffs being rolled up.

“When sleeves are not rolled up,
cuffs may remain visible, or mem-
bers may fold their sleeves once or
twice,” the service said.

The various uniform and ap-
pearance changes will begin being
enforced in the next few months.
The changes do not apply to
guardians as the Space Force is
expected to unveil guidance in the
coming weeks.

This is the second announce-
ment this year regarding dress
and appearance. In January, the
Air Force announced it was doing
away with duty-identifier patches
and an array of nail polish colors,
as well as men’s hair not touching
the ears and being clean shaven at
the start of each duty day.
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NDAA drafts back pay
raise, limit Europe cuts

BY SVETLANA SHKOLNIKOVA
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The House
and Senate Armed Services Com-
mittees unveiled legislation Fri-
day supporting a 3.8% pay raise
for service members and restrict-
ing any Pentagon efforts to under-
mine aid to Ukraine or drastically
reduce American forces in Eu-
rope.

The two drafts of the National
Defense Authorization Act, an an-
nual must-pass bill authorizing
priorities and programs for the
Defense Department, indicate
lawmakers’ resistance to divert-
ing attention from Europe and the
war in Ukraine and will make
their way through Congress in the
coming months.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee’s bill prohibits a re-
duction of the U.S. military’s foot-
print in Europe or relinquishing
the position of NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander Europe, which
has been held by an American
since Dwight D. Eisenhower,
without justification to Congress
that such a move is in the national
interest.

The committee’s legislation also
directs the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs and the commander of U.S.
European Command to conduct
an independent risk assessment of
such changes. The bill imposes a
similar prohibition on drawing
down U.S. forces on the Korean

Peninsula.

Lawmakers reacted with alarm
toreports earlier this year that the
Pentagon was considering ceding
the role that oversees all NATO
military operations in Europe to a
non-American for the first time
and pulling troops from the Conti-
nent in an effort to focus on deter-
ring China in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion.

The House committee’s draft
measure would bar a reduction of
U.S. troops in Europe below
76,000 unless the defense secreta-
ry and commander of EUCOM
provide an array of assessments to
Congress explaining their reason-
ing and certify NATO allies have
been consulted.

The Senate panel approved its
version of the legislation on
Wednesday while the House com-
mittee will debate and vote on its
draft of the bill next week.

The two panels will need to
eventually come to a compromise
on a major point of difference in
their bills: senators are endorsing
a $32 billion increase to the de-
fense budget, authorizing $878.7
billion for the Defense Depart-
ment, while House lawmakers are
sticking to the $848 billion for the
Pentagon requested by the Trump
administration.

The spending hike in the Senate
committee’s bill reflects the feel-
ing of Chairman Roger Wicker, R-
Miss., and other defense hawks

that the U.S. is in the most danger-
ous threat environment since
World War II and needs to spend
accordingly, senior congressional
officials speaking on condition of
anonymity said Friday.

Wicker has been a vocal critic of
the Trump administration’s de-
fense spending plan for fiscal
2026, which begins Oct. 1, and its
heavy reliance on $150 billion allo-
cated for the military in President
Donald Trump’s recently adopted
domestic policy megabill.

A large part of the Senate pan-
el’s proposed funding increase —
more than $8 billion — will go to-
ward shipbuilding for the Navy.
Senators also authorized about $6
billion more for munitions pro-
duction and $2 billion more for
military construction projects.

Lawmakers on both committees
are supporting the 3.8% service
member pay raise requested by
the Defense Department and
boosting investments in housing,
child care, health care and other
quality-of-life improvements.

Senior congressional officials
told reporters Friday that the
House panel is going $250 million
over the administration’s request
to fund new barracks. The legisla-
tion is also expanding the priva-
tized housing program to build
new unaccompanied housing.

The Senate and House panels
found notable common ground on
Ukraine.

The U.S. Capitol on July 1, in Washington.

The Defense Department is not
seeking any money for the Uk-
raine Security Assistance Initia-
tive, a long-standing program that
allows Ukraine to purchase goods
directly from the defense indus-
try, but both committees are in-
cluding hundreds of millions for
the program.

The Senate panel’s bill funds the
initiative through 2028 and autho-
rizes $500 million for it while the
House committee’s draft legisla-
tion includes $300 million for the
program. The House bill also re-
quires the president to send Con-
gress a determination that the
funding is in the national interest
before it can be spent.

“What we want to do is give the
president every available option
that we can to help him force Putin
to the table on his issue,” said se-
nior congressional officials in the
House, referring to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Senators also included lan-
guage in their legislation that re-
quires the defense secretary to
continue to provide intelligence
support to Ukraine, an apparent
reference to the decision by the
U.S. earlier this year to briefly
pause intelligence sharing with
the country.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee also used the legisla-
tion to respond to the Trump ad-
ministration’s firing of the Penta-
gon inspector general and senior
judicial officers in the Army, Air
Force and Navy.

The bill would require the Pen-
tagon to notify Congress of the dis-
missal of the military’s top legal
advisers within five days of the de-
cision being made.

“We felt like adding a notifica-
tion not necessarily proceeding
but after the factjust to let us know
was a fair measure,” a senior con-
gressional official said.

House’s defense bill calls for details on Golden Dome

By JouN M. DONNELLY
CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON — The House
Armed Services Committee’s
draft National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act would require the Penta-
gon to provide Congress with an-
swers about how the department
intends to realize President Do-
nald Trump’s proposed Golden
Dome antimissile shield over
America.

The fact that the panel’s fiscal
2026 bill is asking for this informa-
tion is the latest sign that even the
defense oversight committees
know little about what Trump’s vi-
sion for missile defense might en-
tail. This is the case despite the
fact that the reconciliation bill en-
acted on July 4 appropriates about
$25 billion for a variety of antimis-
sile systems, many of which law-
makers said they foresee as part of
the Golden Dome architecture.

Trump announced the launch of
his Golden Dome project in May,
but he described it only in broad
terms as a way to protect America

from missiles launched from any-
where in the world, including by
being able to intercept them from
U.S. military satellites. Even aless
expansive system, if it included
space assets, could cost more than
$1 trillion, leading experts said.

Since Trump’s announcement,
the Pentagon has declined to pro-
vide the press with more informa-
tion about Golden Dome, and the
department canceled an industry
day in June meant to inform con-
tractors of plans. The GOP-led
House Appropriations Commit-
tee, in the report accompanying its
fiscal 2026 Defense spending bill,
said the Pentagon has yet to give
Congress information about Gold-
en Dome and “what exactly it en-
tails,” leaving open questions
about whether the proposed sys-
tem is “feasible and affordable,”
the appropriators wrote.

The plan that the House Armed
Services Committee would re-
quire of the Pentagon must be de-
livered within one year of the bill’s
enactment into law and must be

updated in fiscal years 2028, 2029
and 2030.

The plan, the committee’s re-
port said, must include a missile
threat assessment. The required
document must also reveal to Con-
gress the Golden Dome’s pro-
posed elements, such as sensors
and interceptors on Earth or in or-
bit. In so doing, the plan must de-
scribe “each capability, program,
and project,” plus the cost, sched-
ule and concept of operations.

The required report must also
convey to Congress the system’s
requirements for use of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum. Some
members of Congress are con-
cerned that portions of the spec-
trum required for Golden Dome
may be auctioned off to commer-
cial interests. The Pentagon re-
port to Congress must also tell
lawmakers which Defense De-
partment organizations will exe-
cute the program and provide an
assessment of the system’s testing
and training implications and a
strategy for ensuring supply chain

security.

In addition to that required
plan, the bill also would mandate a
separate report on the status of
America’s so-called theater mis-
sile defenses. Those are the anti-
missile systems designed to inter-
cept short- and medium-range
missiles or drones in conflict
zones around the world — as op-
posed to the globe-spanning bal-
listic missile and hypersonic mis-
sile threats to America that Gold-
en Dome would target.

Trump said in the Oval Office
on May 20 that the Golden Dome
system would cost $175 billion in
total and would be “fully oper-
ational” by 2029 — projections
that seasoned defense experts
have called optimistic. Trump’s
sweeping description of the Gold-
en Dome as a defense against
threats from anywhere on the
globe suggested the system would
need to protect against even the
massive missile arsenals of Russia
and China.

In keeping with that view, the

Republican leaders of the House
Armed Services Committee have
proposed in their draft NDAA to
change to America’s national mis-
sile defense policy. Current law
says the U.S. national missile de-
fense shouldn’t be designed to in-
tercept threats from “near-peer
adversaries” — in other words,
Russia and China — but instead
should deter those countries
through the power of America’s
offensive nuclear arsenal.

The current U.S. homeland anti-
missile system comprises 44 inter-
ceptors in Alaska and California
optimized to defeat a limited at-
tack by a handful of missiles from
North Korea or other actors — not
threats from Russia or China. By
contrast, the House Armed Servic-
es Committee’s draft NDAA would
change the policy so that the U.S.
strategic defense would now be
geared toward defeating “any for-
eign aerial attack on the home-
land,” a far more comprehensive,
expensive and technically chal-
lenging objective.
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Bill would give remote pilots combat benefits

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Remote pi-
lots and crews operating drones in
warfare would become eligible for
combat-related services through
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs under a measure in the Sen-
ate version of the 2026 National
Defense Authorization Act.

The legislation will provide
crews of remotely piloted aircraft
documentation to prove they have
conducted combat operations so
that mental health care and other
services are prioritized for them
after military service, according
to lawmakers.

The 2026 NDAA, an annual
must-pass bill authorizing priori-
ties and programs for the Defense
Department, was adopted
Wednesday by the Senate Armed
Services Committee on a vote of
26-1. The bill sets spending at
$878.7 billion for the Defense De-
partment for fiscal 2026, which
begins Oct. 1.

The NDAA emphasizes technol-
ogy in fiscal 2026 with invest-
ments in unmanned technology,
artificial intelligence and hyper-
sonic weapons, lawmakers said.

The legislation for drone pilots
establishes what is known as a
“combat identifier,” formal recog-
nition of the crew members who
remotely operate unmanned air-

craft in combat missions, accord-
ing to Sens. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev.,
and Kevin Cramer, R-N.D., both
members of the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

The bill directs the Defense De-
partment to establish the official
identification for drone pilots en-
gaging in combat operations.

“Without this important distinc-
tion, remotely piloted aircraft
crew members who are transi-
tioning to other military careers or
leaving the service may face bar-
riers to timely, high-quality men-
tal health care services,” accord-
ing to the lawmakers.

Rosen and Cramer had earlier

U.S. Air Force
Members of the 926th Wing try the MQ-9 Reaper simulator at Creech Air Force Base, Nev., in February.

introduced the Combat Action
Recognition and Evaluation for
Remotely Piloted Aircraft Crews
Act. The bill was added to the Sen-
ate version of the NDAA.

Rosen said the combat identifi-
cation will “improve the recogni-
tion [remote operators] have
earned and ensure their future

care.”

While many veterans benefits
are available to those who have
served in the military, eligibility is
often tied to specific service re-
quirements and discharge condi-
tions, according to the VA.

Creech Air Force Base in Neva-
da is a hub for remotely piloted
aircraft that include the MQ-9
Reaper, a medium-altitude, long-
endurance remotely piloted air-
craft.

“Remotely piloted aircraft crew
like those at Creech Air Force
Base in Nevada perform combat
operations but have no status
identifier in their records for hav-
ing done so, making it challenging
to receive the support and care
they deserve once they transi-
tion,” Rosen said.

While drones can be pro-
grammed to fly without direct
control, many are remotely pilot-
ed with an operator controlling the
aircraft from a remote location.

“Remotely piloted aircraft
crews often play an integral role in
achieving high-stakes, mission-
critical objectives,” Cramer said.

In North Dakota, the 119th Air
Wing of the North Dakota Air Na-
tional Guard operates MQ-9
Reapers. The 319th Reconnais-
sance Wing fly the RQ-4 Global
Hawk, high-altitude remotely pi-
loted aircraft.

Coast Guard gets $25B for border security, icebreakers

By GARY WARNER
Stars and Stripes

The Coast Guard plans to buy 84
new ships and aircraft by 2035
with an injection of $25 billion in
supplemental funding approved
as part of the “One Big Beautiful
Bill” Act.

Adm. Kevin Lunday, the Coast
Guard’s acting commandant, and
other service leaders said the in-
fusion of funds was the largest
one-time boost that the service has
received since it was founded in
1790. The money will allow it to si-
multaneously address several de-
ficiencies — getting a jump start
on building new icebreakers, add-
ing a variety of cutters, buying hel-
icopters and airplanes, plus add-
ing forces to its southern border
security missions. The bill would
also finance the overhaul of shore
facilities and piers.

The 10-year funding package
was passed by Congress and
signed July 4 by President Donald
Trump. The money is separate
from the Coast Guard’s proposed
$14.5 billion budget, which still re-
quires congressional approval.

The money is a portion of the
$165 billion approved overall for
its parent agency, the Department
of Homeland Security. Most of the
DHS funds will go to the Customs
and Border Protection and the Im-

migration and Customs Enforce-
ment agencies for immigration
law enforcement in the United
States and infrastructure along
the southern border with Mexico.

The S55,000-member Coast
Guard now operates 250 cutters,
200 fixed- and rotary-wing air-
craft and 1,600 smaller boats, ac-
cording to the service.

The congressional legislation
signed by Trump shows new
spending would buy 17 icebreak-
ers, 21 cutters of various sizes and
types, along with 40 MH-60 Jay-
hawk multi-mission helicopters
and six HC-130J Super Hercules
long-range aircraft that are used
for surveillance, transport, search
and rescue, and ice monitoring.

The funds for icebreakers have
been a major point of contention in
Congress in recent years, with the
service able to field just three of
the specialized ships.

The Polar Star, the Coast
Guard’s only heavy icebreaker, is
49 years old and spends much of
the year dedicated to “Operation
Deep Freeze,” clearing ice around
Antarctica to resupply scientific
stations on the continent around
the South Pole.

The Coast Guard has two medi-
um icebreakers, the 25-year-old
Healy and the Storis, a commer-
cial ship purchased by the Coast

Guard last year that was repainted
and refitted for homeland security
purposes.

In contrast, Russia operates 41
icebreakers, including some large
nuclear-powered vessels. But
many are smaller ships meant for
clearing the country’s many
northern harbors. In January
2018, China declared itself a “near
Arctic state” and has built three
icebreakers.

The recent entry of Norway and
Sweden into NATO has increased
the number of icebreakers and
shipyards capable of constructing
the vessels, with the United States,
Canada and Finland committing
to sharing designs and shipyards
to build 90 icebreakers by 2030.

However, some in Congress
have complained of an “icebreak-
er gap” as Russia and China in-
creasingly operate, sometimes in
tandem, in Arctic waterways that
have become more navigable due
to climate change, resulting in
thinner summer ice.

Russia plans to deploy the Ivan
Papanin, amissile-carrying “com-
baticebreaker” into the Arctic, ac-
cording to Jane’s Information Ser-
vice, amore than century-old Brit-
ish military analysis company

The move to arm icebreakers
has some United States and allies
considering counter moves to the

stepped-up militarization of the
polar region.

“This move risks raising ten-
sions in the Arctic, a region that’s
already becoming more strategi-
cally contested as sea ice recedes
and maritime activity increases,”
Rep. Mark Green, R-Tenn., said
last week in an interview.

Green retired this month from
the House after serving as chair-
man of the maritime security sub-
panel of the Homeland Security
Committee.

The Ivan Papaninis the firstice-
breaker from any nation with an
offensive military profile, accord-
ing to Jane’s. The Papanin is de-
signed to cut through ice up to S
inches thick. It’s armed with a 76
mm gun and capable of launching
cruise missiles.

The ship is one of two icebreak-
ers that Moscow will put through
sea trials before assigning them to
the Russian North Fleet.

“With Russia increasingly fo-
cused on the Arctic and laying
claim to large swaths of it, the Pa-
panin class was designed to en-
able the Russian navy to project
power more widely in the region
than would be possible with con-
ventional, non-ice-strengthened
warships,” Jane’s reported in
April.

The Coast Guard budget would

also go to efforts by the service
along the southern border of the
United States. Special units have
operated with Navy destroyers to
interdict unauthorized entry into
the United States, transnational
drug shipments, and illegal fish-
ing.

The Coast Guard reported sev-
eral flights earlier this year using
its fixed-wing aircraft to transfer
people detained by immigration
agents from San Diego to Texas
for possible deportation process-
ing.

Along with increases in ships,
aircraft, and crews, the money
will pay for upgraded at-sea sys-
tems using sensors and uncrewed
air and watercraft to improve
coastal surveillance of American
waters.

Funds will also go to the renova-
tion of existing shore structures
and the building of new infras-
tructure at bases.

The Coast Guard primarily op-
erates as the coastal and internal
waterways defense of the United
States, including Alaska and Ha-
waii — an area covering 95,000
miles of shoreline, 25,000 miles of
navigable rivers and 4.5 million
square miles of U.S. exclusive eco-
nomic zone waters. Units and de-
tachments are also deployed in
Bahrain, Europe and Asia.
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US, Australia launch Talisman Sabre drills

By SETH RoBSON
Stars and Stripes

ROCKHAMPTON, Australia —
Military training involving more
than 35,000 troops from the Unit-
ed States, Australia and 17 other
nations began Sunday with a cere-
mony aboard one of Australia’s
largest warships.

The biennial Talisman Sabre
exercise—now inits 11thiteration
— is slated to run through Aug. 4.
A launch ceremony took place
aboard the HMAS Adelaide at
Garden Island in Sydney.

“Talisman Sabre 2025 is the lar-
gest and most sophisticated war-
fighting exercise ever conducted
in Australia,” organizers said in a
news release after the launch.

Australia’s chief of joint oper-
ations, Vice Adm. Justin Jones,

and U.S. Army
Pacific’s deputy
commander, Lt.
Gen. Joel Vo-
well, attended
the ceremony 1
aboard the Ade- x '
laide.

The 750-foot-
long landing helicopter dock and
its sister ship, HMAS Canberra,
are designed for amphibious oper-
ations and can deploy helicopters
and landing craft. Each displaces
27,500 tons at full load.

The kickoff coincides with a vis-
it to China by Australian Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese.
There, he is expected to meet with
President Xi Jinping as Australia
seeks to balance its alliance with
the U.S. and relations with its lar-

Vowell

gest export market.

Over the next three weeks,
troops will train across Queen-
sland, Western Australia, New
South Wales, the Northen Territo-
ry and Christmas Island.

For the first time, activities will
extend beyond Australia to Papua
New Guinea, the release said.

Jones said that the exercise pro-
vides an unrivaled opportunity for
nations to train together across
land, air, sea, space and cyber do-
mains.

“Exercise Talisman Sabre re-
mains a powerful demonstration
of Australia’s enduring commit-
ment to strengthening relation-
ships between trusted allies and
partners, in support of a peaceful,
stable and sovereign Indo-Pacif-
ic,” he said in the release.

On Monday, forces from the
U.S., Australia, France, Japan,
Singapore and South Korea are
slated to conduct a live-fire dem-
onstration at Shoalwater Bay
Training Area, north of Rock-
hampton in Queensland.

The event is set to include live-
fire from fixed- and rotary-wing
aircraft, artillery, multiple launch
rocket systems and surface-to-air
missile systems, according to the
Combined Joint Information Bu-
reau, which includes public af-
fairs officials from the U.S., Aus-
tralia and 10 other nations in-
volved in the drills.

Other nations participating in
Talisman Sabre include Canada,
Fiji, Germany, India, Indonesia,
the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Papua New Guinea, the

Philippines, Thailand, Tonga and
the United Kingdom.

Malaysia and Vietnam are also
attending as observers.

The exercise will include field
training, force preparation, am-
phibious landings, ground maneu-
vers, air combat and maritime op-
erations, according to the release.

It will also feature Australia’s
new UH-60M Black Hawk heli-
copters and the precision strike
missile.

“Exercises like Talisman Sabre
allow us to employ war winning
capabilities, operate in critical lo-
cations, signal our multinational
resolve, and galvanize our collec-
tive will,” Vowell said in the re-
lease. “This is how we generate
deterrence and work towards our
ultimate goal: no war.”

Workman hands Camp Humphreys to successor

By Davip CHol
Stars and Stripes

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South
Korea — A longtime air defense
officer took command of Camp
Humphreys, the largest U.S. mil-
itary base overseas, during a cere-
mony at the base Friday.

Army Col. Ryan Workman, the
outgoing Humphreys command-
er, transferred his duties to Col.
Kristin Steinbrecher, who previ-
ously led the Air and Missile De-
fense Test Directorate at Fort
Bliss, Texas.

Humphreys, a sprawling 3,500-
acre base in Pyeongtaek city 40
miles south of Seoul, is the head-
quarters of U.S. Forces Korea,
U.N. Command, Combined Forces
Command, Eighth Army and
2nd Infantry Division.

Approximately 40,000 U.S. and
South Korean personnel oc-
cupy the base on a daily basis.

Workman took command of
Humphreys on July 11, 2023. He
will remain at Humphreys as the
next Eighth Army inspector gen-
eral.

DAvip CHol/Stars and Stripes

Army Col. Kristin Steinbrecher speaks at a change of command
ceremony at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, on Friday.

As garrison commander, Work-
man oversaw the completion of
several construction projects, in-
cluding a $64 million barracks for
600 soldiers and three family

housing towers that cost $141 mil-
lion.

Workman also supervised ef-
forts to accommodate 750 U.S.
Boy Scouts who pulled out of the

25th World Scout Jamboree in
Saemangeum, about 85 miles
south of Humphreys, during an in-
tense heat wave in August 2023.

The Boy Scouts camped inside
the Humphreys Middle School
gym for week starting Aug. 6,
2023, while Eighth Army soldiers
provided meals.

At the command changeov-
er, Eighth Army acting command-
er Brig. Gen. Sean Crockett
thanked Workman for “accom-
plishing these missions without
fail.”

“I thank you for your leader-
ship,” he said to a crowd of 250
people at the ceremony inside the
base’s Morning Calm Center.
“You set the pace and example for
transformation across the penin-
sula while here.”

Workman thanked soldiers, ci-
vilian contractors and local em-
ployees for ensuring base services
were operational under his watch.

“I'm often the face of the orga-
nization, but I don’t actually do
anything,” he said in a speech.
“Everything that we’ve accom-

plished ... that’s all really what
you have all accomplished.”

Steinbrecher said she would
continue building on Workman’s
efforts and vowed to “work relent-
lessly” to ensure garrisoned
troops are able to accomplish their
mission.

“Itis a deep honor and privilege
to stand before you today and as-
sume the duties as your garrison
commander,” she said in a speech.
“I am humbled by the trust placed
in me to lead this remarkable
team.”

Steinbrecher graduated in
2002 from Rutgers University,
where she was commissioned
through ROTC, according to her
Army biography.

Her previous assignments in-
clude theater security cooperation
planner in Djibouti, commander
of Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Battery of the 6th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade, plans and exer-
cise director at Joint Task Force-
Bravo in Honduras and military
advisor for the State Department
in Washington, D.C.

Chinese fighters skirt Japanese intelligence aircraft

By BrRiaN McELHINEY
AND HANA KusuMmoTO
Stars and Stripes

Chinese fighter jets made two
close passes at Japanese intelli-
gence aircraft again recently fol-
lowing a series of similarincidents
last month.

A Xi’an JH-7 fighter-bomber
tailed a Japan Air Self-Defense
Force YS-11EB intelligence-gath-
ering aircraft for about 15 minutes
Wednesday morning and about 10
minutes Thursday morning, ac-
cording to a news release put out
on Thursday from Japan’s Minis-
try of Defense.

The Chinese jet flew within 100
feet of the Japanese aircraft on
Wednesday and within 200 feet on
Thursday, according to the re-
lease.

The Japanese aircraft were
making surveillance flights over
international waters of the East
China Sea, according to the re-
lease.

A photo released by the minis-
try shows the Chinese jet flying to
the right of the YS-11EB.

No damage to the Japanese air-
craft or injuries to personnel were
reported.

“Such unusual close approach-

es by Chinese military aircraft
could lead to accidental collisions,
and the ministry expressed seri-
ous concern and strongly urged
that no similar actions will recur,”
the release said.

The ministry acknowledged in-
quiries from Stars and Stripes
about the incident on Friday but
did not immediately provide re-
sponses.

Takehiro Funakoshi, Japan’s
vice minister of foreign affairs, ex-
pressed “serious concerns” to
Chinese Ambassador to Japan Wu
Jianghao on Thursday, according
to a sepereate news release from

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
that day.

Funakoshi discussed the inci-
dents and urged Beijing to ensure
that similar actions do not recur,
according to the ministry.

The recent incidents follow sim-
ilar close encounters between
Chinese and Japanese aircraft in
June.

A Shenyang J-15 carrier-based
fighter tailed a Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force P-3C patrol
plane for 40 minutes June 7 and 80
minutes June 8, coming within 150
feet of the Japanese aircraft dur-
ing both incidents, according to

the defense ministry.

Also on June 8, a J-15 crossed
within 3,000 feet in front of the Ja-
panese aircraft.

No injuries or damage occurred
during that incident either, the
ministry said.

Both encounters involved a J-15
from the aircraft carrier Shan-
dong, which at the time was oper-
ating alongside China’s other air-
craft carrier, Liaoning.

It marked the first time China’s
two carriers were seen operating
simultaneously in the Pacific, De-
fense Minister Gen Nakatani said
at the time.
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NATO to give Patriot systems to Ukraine

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The United States will supply
weapons to Ukraine with NATO
footing the bill, President Donald
Trump announced on the heels of
discussions with the leader of the
32-nation defense bloc.

“We’re sending weapons to NA-
TO, and NATO is paying for those
weapons,” Trump said, adding that
the U.S. will be reimbursed 100%.

His comments in an interview
Thursday with NBC News came af-
teraconversationearlierinthe day
with NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte, who has called on al-
lies to bolster support for Ukraine.
Rutte is set to meet Trump this
week in Washington, the Associat-
ed Press reported Sunday. He
plans Monday and Tuesday to hold
talks with Trump, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio, and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth as well as
members of Congress.

More air defense systems are a
top priority forthe Ukrainians, who
have been facing an onslaught of
Russian drone and missile strikes
in recent weeks.

The U.S.-made Patriot missile
defense systemisinespecially high
demand.

“We’re going tobe sending Patri-
ots to NATO, and then NATO will
distribute that,” Trump said in the
interview.

Trump’s assertions about coor-

dinating arms deliveries with NA-
TO follow a brief Defense Depart-
ment pause in allowing U.S. weap-
ons shipments to Ukraine. Last
week, the Pentagon halted deliver-
ies in connection with a global re-
view to assess stockpile levels.

But on Monday, the Defense De-
partment said that Trump had di-
rected it to send additional weap-
ons to Ukraine.

In recent days, Trump has
voiced frustrations with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who has
stepped up his attacks on Ukraine
despite White House calls for a
peace deal.

While Trump has long been crit-
ical of the amount of U.S. funding
directed toward Ukraine, he’s also
given praise to Ukrainian troops.

“I will say this, the Ukrainians,
whether you think it’s unfair that
we gave all that money or not, they
were very brave because some-
body had to operate that stuff,”
Trump said. “And a lot of people I
know wouldn’t be operating it.”

In his NBC interview, Trump
said that he is “disappointed in
Russia” and expects to make a
“major statement” about the coun-
try and the U.S plans for dealing
with it going forward on Monday.

Although he didn’t go into fur-
ther detail on the statement, his
comments come as Senate Repu-
blicans consider a new round of
sanctions on Russia.

RoBerT WORMLEY/U.S. Army

U.S. Army Patriot air defense systems are deployed to Poland in September 2024. The U.S. will send
equipment including Patriot systems to NATO and the alliance will distribute the weapons to Ukraine,
President Donald Trump said Thursday.

Retired officer pleads guilty to leaking information on dating site

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

A retired Army officer working
for the Air Force pleaded guilty
Thursday to conspiring to send
classified national defense infor-
mation through an international
dating platform where he believed
he was speaking with a Ukrainian
woman.

Retired Lt. Col. David Franklin
Slater, 64, was working for U.S.
Strategic Command as an Air
Force civilian when he sent the
messages between February and
April 2022, according to court doc-
uments filed in federal court in
Nebraska, where STRATCOM is
located.

The joint command is responsi-
ble for global strike and informa-
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Retired Army Lt. Col. David Franklin Slater, 64, was working for U.S.
Strategic Command as an Air Force civilian when he sent classified
national defense information about Ukraine through a dating site.

tion operations for the military
and is headquartered at Offutt Air
Force Base.

The woman regularly asked

Slater to send her classified infor-
mation related to Russia’s war
with Ukraine that he had access to
through his job, according to the

plea agreement.

Messages sent to Slater includ-
ed “Beloved Dave, do NATO and
(U.S. President Joe) Biden have a
secret plan to help us?” and “Dave,
I hope tomorrow NATO will pre-
pare a very unpleasant ‘surprise’
for (Russian President Vladimir)
Putin! Will you tell me?”

She often referred to him as her
“secret informant love” and “se-
cret agent,” according to court
documents.

Slater, who was indicted in
March 2024, faces a maximum
sentence of 10 years in prison and
$250,000 fine, according to the
plea agreement.

A hearing to sentence Slater has
not yet been scheduled.

“Access to classified informa-

tion comes with great responsibil-
ity. David Slater failed in his duty
to protect this information by will-
ingly sharing national defense in-
formation with an unknown online
personality despite having years
of military experience that should
have caused him to be suspicious
of that person’s motives,” said U.S.
Attorney Lesley A. Woods for the
District of Nebraska.

Slater retired from the Army in
2020 and was awarded a Bronze
Star among more than a dozen oth-
er decorations, according to his of-
ficial service record.

He commissioned as a logistics
officer in 1984 after serving three
years enlisted.

He deployed to Afghanistan
three times and Iraq once.

Ukraine says it Killed Russian agents suspected of Killing officer

Associated Press

KY1V, Ukraine — Ukraine’s se-
curity agency said Sunday it
tracked down and killed Russian
agents suspected of shooting one
of its senior officers to death in the
UKrainian capital.

The Security Service of Uk-
raine, or SBU, said in a statement

that the suspected Russian agents
were killed in the Kyiv region af-
ter they offered resistance to ar-
rest.

A video released by the agency
showed two bodies lying on the
ground.

The agency said earlier that a
man and a woman were suspected

to be involved in Thursday’s as-
sassination of Ivan Voronych, an
SBU colonel, in a bold daylight at-
tack that was caught on surveil-
lance cameras.

Media reports claimed that Vo-
ronych was involved in covert op-
erations in Russia-occupied terri-
tories of Ukraine and reportedly

was part of a group that helped or-
ganize UKraine’s surprise incur-
sion into Russia’s Kursk region
last year.

After a series of massive attacks
across Ukraine involving hun-
dreds of exploding drones, Russia
launched 60 drones overnight,
UKkraine’s air force said.

It said that 20 of them were shot
down and 20 other drones were
jammed.

The Ukrainian authorities re-
ported that four civilians were
killed and 13 others injured in
Russian attacks on the Donetsk
and Kherson regions since Satur-
day.
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Marine

By BriaN McELHINEY
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Anthony Easton closed out 31
years with the Marine Corps last
week by turning over his duties as
sergeant major of Marine Corps
Installations Pacific to his succes-
sor and saying farewell.

A former combat engineer with
a penchant for “blowing things
up,” Easton, a native of St. Cloud,
Minn., concluded his career dur-
ing a relief-and-appointment cer-
emony Tuesday at Foster’s Offi-
cers Club. Sgt. Maj. Jorge Ortiz, a
former field radio operator from
Sacramento, Calif., on his second
tour on Okinawa, took up the post.

More than 300 Marines and
guests were on hand, including
Marine Corps Installations Pacif-
ic commander Maj. Gen. Brian
Wolford and 3rd Marine Expedi-
tionary Brigade commander Brig.
Gen. Trevor Hall.

Easton, a veteran of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, recounted the highs
and lows of his service during an
interview at his Foster office.

“To this day, it still puts a smile
on my face, getting to go out and
work with C-4 and TNT and dyna-
mite and working with land-
mines,” he said, referring to his
occupational specialty. “Ilove that
MOS — I literally had a blast.”

Easton arrived on Okinawa in
2022 after the COVID-19 pandem-

orps leader retires on Okinawa

ic butin time to see a series of alle-
gations of sexual assault and at-
tempted sexual assault against
U.S. service members, including a
handful of Marines.

Two weeks before Easton’s re-
tirement ceremony, a Japanese
court sentenced Lance Cpl. Jamel
Clayton to seven years in prison
for choking a woman while at-

KeisHi Kosa/Stars and Stripes

Jorge Ortiz give his first speech as sergeant major of Marine Corps
Installations Pacific during a relief-and-appointment ceremony at the
Officers Club on Camp Foster, Okinawa, on July 8.

tempting to sexually assault her in
May 2024.

Since September, two other
Okinawa-based Marines have
been charged in separate cases
with injuring women during sex-
ual assaults. In December, a Japa-
nese court convicted Air Force Se-
nior Airman Brennon Washington
of kidnapping and sexually as-

saulting a minor a year earlier.

All these cases, and others,
roiled the Okinawa community,
generating numerous official
complaints and prompting U.S.
military officers and diplomats to
make apologies. Liberty rules for
all U.S. troops in Japan were tight-
ened in October.

Easton acknowledged the prob-
lem but said most Marines are in-
clined to do something good on
Okinawa — beach cleanups,
building construction and holiday
toy drives.

Drunken driving incidents in-
volving service members are
down, he added, proof that efforts
to educate service members are
paying off.

The installations command and
the prefectural government to-
gether hosted a series of lectures
last year aimed at eradicating
drunken driving, according to an
August news release from the
command.

U.S. military and Okinawa au-
thorities, during the first Okinawa
Community Partnership Forumin
May, also discussed improving
the briefing given to service mem-
bers new to the island.

“Morale is still really good
here,” Easton said.

During his stint on Okinawa, the
Marine Corps activated a second
littoral regiment on the island as
part of its Force Design initiative.

Force Design calls for a more
agile, expeditionary force capable
of countering China’s growing
military presence in the Pacific.

Easton described the new 12th
Littoral Regiment — about 2,000
Marines — as “exactly what we
need” in the Indo-Pacific region.

“The challenges in the Pacific
are different than other places, be-
cause the Pacific is set up differ-
ently,” he said. “It’s the Pacific —
there’s islands out here. When the
commandant put Force Design
2030 in place, he was thinking
about those things.”

Easton, during the interview, al-
so spoke of his time in Iraq in sum-
mer 2004 with 2nd Battalion, 2nd
Marine Regiment, 1st Combat En-
gineer Battalion. He paused for a
few seconds to collect himself
while remembering a fellow Ma-
rine there.

Lance Cpl. Bryan Kelly, of Kla-
math Falls, Ore., died July 16,
2004, of wounds he received in An-
bar province, the Associated
Press reported at the time.

Easton said the key to “getting
back on the horse” after expe-
riencing a combat death is having
conversations about what hap-
pened.

“We loved our Marine, and
we’re going to honor our Marine,
but the mission doesn’t stop just
because you lose somebody,” he
said.

Blunder: Ex-generals highlight Israel-Iran conflict, Russian threat

FROM PAGE 1

mine our service members’ ability
to deter, and if necessary, prevail
in future conflicts,” the generals
wrote in a letter organized by the
Air and Space Forces Association.

The signees included six former
Air Force chiefs of staff — Gens.
Merrill McPeak, Ron Fogleman,
Michael Ryan, John Jumper, Mi-
chael Moseley and Mark Welsh.
Other signers included Gen. Jo-
seph Ralston, a former vice chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
NATO Supreme Allied Com-
mander; Gen. Philip Breedlove, a
former NATO Supreme Allied
Commander and Air Force vice
chief; Gen. Ralph Eberhart, who
led U.S. Northern Command; Gen.
Kevin Chilton, a former U.S. Stra-
tegic Command chief; Gen. Lori
Robinson, a former NORTHCOM
commander; Gen. John Loh, a for-
mer Air Force vice chief, and Gen.
Herbert “Hawk” Carlisle, who
lead Air Combat Command.

Air Force and Pentagon leaders
have defended the proposed cuts
as necessary to fund the next gen-
eration of weapons. The cuts to the
F-34A Lighting II fighter program
would shift $3.5 billion in funds to
develop the sixth-generation F-47
stealth fighter and boost funding

for the Long-Range Anti-Ship
Missile and an extended-range
version of the Joint Air-to-Surface
Standoff Missile, service officials
said while rolling out the Air
Force’s proposed $209.6 billion
budget for 2026.

Service officials said cutting the
E-7 Wedgetail program was need-
ed due to cost overruns and uncer-
tainty over its survivability in a
combat zone. The Air Force had
planned to buy 26 of the aircraft to
replace older E-3 AWACs aircraft,
but the service now wants to shift
its surveillance emphasis to
space-based satellites.

The group of retired generals
warned Thursday that space-
based satellites are not yet up to
the task of taking over surveil-
lance capabilities now conducted
by manned aircraft.

The former top Air Force lead-
ers said they recognized the long
history of F-35 issues from cost
overruns to supply-chain prob-
lems, but Congress needs to look
no further than recent attacks on
Iran by Israeli F-35A pilots to see
the aircraft is capable.

Breedlove, a fighter pilot who
retired in 2016 after leading U.S.
European Command and NATO
forces for three years, said Israeli

pilots used the F-35A — the same
model the U.S. Air Force flies—to
destroy Iran’s advanced anti-air-
craft systems provided by Russia
and give them full air superiority
over the country. It allowed Israel
— and later U.S. B-2 stealth bom-
bers — to deliver unopposed
strikes on military targets during
the recent 12-day conflict between
the two Middle East powers.

“You just need to look at what
the Israelis just did in Iran as to
how that works for us,” Breedlove
said, comparing the operation to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
where it has never established air
superiority. “We don’t want to end
up having to fight a war that is not
enabled fully by our style of West-
ern air power and air superiority.”

The group suggested Congress
purchase 75 F-35As in fiscal 2026,
in part to deter China from attack-
ing Taiwan, which its president,
Xi Jinping, has vowed to return to
Chinese control. Breedlove said
Israel’s use of the F-3Ss against
Iran should give Xi pause in order-
ing such an invasion.

“Mr. Xi ... just watched the F-35
march into Iran, a long way from
Israel, and establish air superior-
ity over the enemy’s battlefield, ...
the F-35 did that while fighting

NicHoLas RupIPER / U.S. Air Force

U.S. Air Force Maj. Melanie “Mach” Kluesner, pilot of the F-35A
Demonstration Team, prepares to land during a sunset performance
at the Sun ‘n Fun Airshow in Lakeland, Fla., April 2.

against some of the best Russian
[air defense systems] outside of
Russia,” Breedlove said. “This is
an inflection point for Xi — and
others — that American air power
... can give him pause.”

But scaling back the F-35 and
the E-7 programs could change
that calculus, generals worried.

“If conflict does come, there

will be no more decisive question
than who controls the skies over
the Pacific,” they wrote. “The ac-
tions Congress takes this year —
specifically through the acquisi-
tion of 75 F-35As and ensuring the
operational deployment of the E-7
— could be critical in deterring
and, if necessary, prevailing in
near-term conflicts.”
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Pearl Harbor arrives for Pacific Partnership

By WyatT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

JOINT BASE PEARL HAR-
BOR-HICKAM, Hawaii — USS
Pearl Harbor pulled into its name-
sake port last week as it prepares to
lead the Navy’s largest annual mar-
itime humanitarian and medical as-
sistance missioninthe Indo-Pacific.

The amphibious dock landing
ship arrived at this joint base on
Tuesday and is serving as the flag-
ship for the Pacific Partnership
mission lasting through November.

“The USS Pearl Harbor is, in
some ways, a large floating truck
loaded with all of our medical and
construction supplies,” Capt. Mark
Stefanik, the mission’s commander,
told reporters Thursday while
standing dockside of the 600-foot-
long ship.

He was joined by Cmdr. Alban
Dervishi, the ship’s commanding
officer, and United Kingdom Royal
Marines Col. Matt Churchward, the
mission’s deputy commander.

The amphibious ship “provides a
good avenue for U.S. power in the
Pacificin terms of being able to pro-

vide the material we need for these
missions,” Stefanik said.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
has declared “lethality” to be the
touchstone of the Defense Depart-
ment under Donald Trump’s sec-
ond administration, which hasinsti-
tuted deep cuts in foreign aid that
have long fostered America’s soft
power.

But Pacific Partnership remains
in place as a demonstration of
America’s willingness to assist its

Pacific neighbors.

The mission, now in its 21st itera-
tion, focuses entirely on assisting
small nations in civic development
such as expanding hospitals,
schools and infrastructure and pre-
paring for natural disasters.

“We believe that we prepare in
calm so that we can respond in cri-
sis,” Stefanik said. “The Navy has
been a big, big part of crisis re-
sponse in the Pacific for all kinds of
natural disasters. So if we come in

and have the opportunity to build
these capacities and build these
partnerships—while it’snotacrisis
— when we do come, we’re much
more effective for all kinds of mis-
sions.”

This year’s mission includes vis-
its by the Pearl Harbor to Papua
New Guinea, the Federated States
of Micronesia, Palau, Samoa and
Vanuatu.

Small “fly-in” projects were held
last month in the Philippines, Fiji

PHoTos BY WYATT OLsoN/Stars and Stripes

Capt. Mark Stefanik, left, commander of the Navy’s Pacific Partnership mission, speaks with reporters at
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, on Thursday. Next to him is the mission’s deputy commander,
United Kingdom Royal Marines Col. Matt Churchward.

and Tonga.

The hospital ship USNS Mercy
has served as the flagship for nu-
merous Pacific Partnership mis-
sions in the past, but the Pearl Har-
bor’s sick bay is serving the medical
function this year.

“The hospital ship obviously has
a lot more direct-care capability in
terms of medical supplies and
stuff,” Stefanik said.

However, he said, the amphib-
ious ship carries a crew of about 300

The USS Pearl Harbor, a
600-foot-long amphibious dock
landing ship, will serve as
flagship for the mission.

sailors who can be utilized for mis-
sion tasks — manpower that the
Mercy does not have.

Anamphibious dock landing ship
is built to transport Marines to Pa-
cific islands in the event of conflict
or assisting during disasters. The
shipisdesignedtosink about10feet,
allowing watertoflood alargebayin
the stern that buoys an amphibious
boat for delivering the Marines a-
shore.

The Pearl Harbor is the only
American ship on the mission, but it
will be joined by South Korean and
Japanese vessels during some
stops, Stefanik said. Great Britain,
Canadaand Germany are also help-
ing out on part of the mission, he
said.

The six-month mission, which
endsNov.16in Vanuatu,is designed
to coincide with the Indo-Pacific’s
hurricane season “so that we’re out
there as a ready force in case some-
thing does happen,” he said.

Drag: In 2023 letter, conservative group demanded

probe of sailor’'s ‘digital ambassador’ status, actions

FROM PAGE 1

Group S and Task Force 70 at Yokosuka Naval Base
from 2021 to 2023.

While Donnelly was skipper of the Reagan, then-
Petty Officer 3+ Class Joshua Kelley occasionally
performed drag shows aboard the carrier under the
stage name “Harpy Daniels.”

Kelley also won second place and a $1,000 Navy
Exchange gift card in a lip-sync competition aboard
the carrier, the Military Times reported in August
2018.

Kelley — now a petty officer first class with the
guided-missile destroyer USS Bulkeley at Naval Sta-
tion Rota, Spain — also served as one of five members
of the Navy’s Digital Ambassador Pilot Program, a
recruitment effort between October 2022 and March
2024.

The conservative nonprofit America First Legal
criticized Kelley’s role as a “digital ambassador” and
alleged Kelley took part in inappropriate political ac-
tivity, showed contempt toward superiors and mis-
used a service member’s uniform. America First Le-
gal, in a June 2023 letter to then-Secretary of the Na-
vy Carlos Del Toro and other senior administrators,
demanded an investigation into its allegations.

“In order to preserve the Navy’s reputation, swift
action must be taken to restore good order and dis-
cipline and to prevent further partisan activity that
implies Navy endorsement of particular candidates
and causes,” Jacob Meckler, the group’s legal advis-
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CHARLES ScupeLLA lII/U.S. Navy
Then-Petty Officer 3rd Class Joshua Kelley
performs during a Morale, Welfare and Recreation
lip sync battle aboard the aircraft carrier USS
Ronald Reagan, on Nov. 29, 2017.

er, said in a news release at the time.

Based in Washington, D.C., the non-profit was co-
founded by Gene Hamilton, a former Trump admin-
istration official, and Stephen Miller, a senior Trump
official during his first term now serving as home-
land security adviser and deputy chief of staff for pol-
icy.

DOD ends 3-year bid to revive
Cold War era Soviet seaplane

By ZADE VADNAIS
Stars and Stripes

A U.S. military program that
sought to resurrect a secretive So-
viet aircraft design has been
scrapped, meaning no American
successors to a plane dubbed the
Caspian Sea Monster are on the ho-
rizon anymore.

The Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency effort
known as Liberty Lifter, with its
concept for aircraft that skim just
above large bodies of water and
thuscanavoidradar detection, was
shut down in June.

DARPA’s aim with the program
was to build a seaplane that might
“transform fast logistics missions”
for the Defense Department and
also provide ‘“sea-based search
and rescue and disaster response
at the scale of ships with the speed
of air transport,” according to the
agency’s Liberty Lifter webpage.

In the three years of the pro-
gram’s existence, researchers
worked on creating modern-day
versions of the ekranoplan. The
airplane uses the aerodynamic in-

teraction between the wings and
the water surface to fly swiftly at
low altitude.

Liberty Lifterbeganin 2022 with
the intention of updating the Soviet
Union’s pioneering idea for a
heavy-lift,long-range seaplane ca-
pable of carrying large payloads
without relying on ports or run-
ways.

The name ekranoplan incorpo-
rates the Russian words for
“screen” and “glider.” Soon after
puzzled Cold War-era CIA analy-
sts first saw one in the 1960s, the
540-ton craft was christened the
Caspian Sea Monster.

Amid the shutdown of the U.S.
ekranoplan developmenteffort,an
image of a Chinese aircraft of that
type that has been widely shared
on social media is shining a new
spotlight on the technology.

Itis “anew and previously unre-
ported type,” military open source
intelligence analyst H. 1. Sutton
wrote in Naval News, adding that
this Chinese ekranoplan is the
most ambitious one built in dec-
ades.
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Attack on Qatar base hit dome used by US

By JoN GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— An Iranian attack on an air base
in Qatar that’s key to the U.S. mili-
tary hit a geodesic dome housing
equipment used by the Americans
for secure communications, satel-
liteimages analyzed Friday by The
Associated Press show.

Hours after the publication of
this AP report, Pentagon spokes-
person Sean Parnell acknowl-
edged that an Iranian ballistic mis-
sile had hit the dome. Qatar did not
respond to requests for comment
about the damage.

The Iranian attack on Al Udeid
Air Base outside of Doha, Qatar’s
capital, on June 23 came as a re-
sponse to the American bombing
of three nuclear sites in Iran—and
provided the Islamic Republic a
way toretaliate that quicklyledtoa
ceasefire brokered by President
Donald Trump ending the 12-day
Iran-Israel war.

TheIranianattack otherwisedid
little damage — likely because of
the fact that the U.S. evacuated its
aircraft from the base, which is
home to the forward headquarters
of U.S. Central Command, before
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This satellite image shows damage two days after Iran’s June 23
attack on Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar, that hit a geodesic dome housing
equipment used by the U.S. military for secure communications.

the attack.

Trump also has said that Iran
signaled when and how it would re-
taliate, allowing American and Qa-
tari air defense to be ready for the
attack, which briefly disrupted air
travel in the Middle East, but oth-
erwise didn’t tip over into the re-
gional war long feared by analysts.

Satellite images from Planet
Labs PBC show the geodesic dome
visible at the base on the morning

of June 23, just hours before the at-
tack.

The U.S. Air Force’s 379th Air
Expeditionary Wing, which oper-
ates out of the base, announced in
2016 the installation of the $15 mil-
lion piece of equipment, known as
amodernized enterprise terminal.
Photos show a satellite dish inside
of the dome, known as aradome.

Images taken June 25 and every
day subsequently showthe domeis

gone, with some damage visible on
a nearby building. The rest of the
base appears largely untouched in
theimages.

In a statement, Parnell said the
missile strike “did minimal dam-
age to equipment and structures
on the base.”

“Al Udeid Air Base remains ful-
ly operational and capable of con-
ducting its mission, alongside our
Qatari partners, to provide securi-
ty and stability in the region,” he
added.

The London-based satellite
news channel Iran International
first reported on the damage, cit-
ing satellite photos taken by a dif-
ferent provider.

Inthe U.S., Trump described the
Iranian attack as a “very weak re-
sponse.” He had said that Tehran
fired 14 missiles, with 13 intercept-
edandonebeing “setfree” asitwas
going in a “nonthreatening” direc-
tion.

“I want to thank Iran for giving
us early notice, which made it pos-
sible for no lives to be lost, and no-
bodytobeinjured,” he wrote on his
website Truth Social.

The White House had no imme-
diate comment after Parnell’s ac-

knowledgment Friday. Trump vis-
ited Al Udeid on May 15 as part of
his Mideast tour.

After the attack, Iran’s paramil-
itary Revolutionary Guard insist-
ed that the air base had been the
“target of a destructive and power-
ful missile attack.” Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council alsosaid
that the base had been “smashed,”
without offering any specific dam-
age assessments.

Potentially signaling that he
knew the dome had been hit, an ad-
viser to Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei separate-
ly said that the base’s communica-
tions had been disconnected by the
attack.

“All equipment of the base was
completely destroyed and now the
U.S.command streamand connec-
tion from Al Udeid base toits other
military bases have been com-
pletely cut,” said Ahmad Alamol-
hoda, a hard-line cleric.

Meanwhile, Iran’s foreign min-
istersaid Saturday that his country
would accept a resumption of nu-
clear talks with the U.S. if there
were assurances of no more at-
tacks againstit, state mediareport-
ed.

At least 30

By WAFAA SHURAFA
AND IMAD ISSEID
Associated Press

DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip —
Israeli strikes in the Gaza Strip
killed at least 30 people on Sunday,
including six children at a water col-
lection point, while the Palestinian
death toll passed 58,000 after 21
months of war, local health officials
said.

Israel and Hamas appeared no
closer to a breakthrough in indirect
talks meant to pause the war and
free some Israeli hostages after
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s Washington visit last week. A
new sticking point has emerged
overIsraelitroops’ deployment dur-
ing a ceasefire.

Israel saysit will end the war only

are Killed in Israeli strikes, Gaza officials say

once Hamas surrenders, disarms
and goes into exile, something it re-
fuses to do. Hamas says it is willing
tofree all the remaining SO hostages,
about20said tobealive,inexchange
for an end to the war and the full
withdrawal of Israeli forces.

Throughout the war in Gaza, vio-
lence has surged in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank. Funerals were held
there Sunday for two Palestinians,
including  Palestinian-American
Sayfollah Musallet, killed by Israeli
settlers, according tothe Palestinian
Health Ministry.

In central Gaza, officials at Al-
Awda Hospital said it received 10
bodies after anIsraelistrike onawa-
ter collection point in nearby Nusei-
rat. Among the dead were six chil-
dren.

Ramadan Nassar, a witness who
livesinthe area, told The Associated
Pressthataround 20 children and 14
adults had been lined up to get wa-
ter. He said Palestinians walk more
than a mile to fetch water from the
area.

The Israeli military said it was
targeting a militant but a technical
error made its munitions fall “doz-
ens of meters from the target.”

In Nuseirat, a small boy leaned
over a body bag to say goodbye to a
friend.

“There is no safe place,” resident
Raafat Fanouna said as some people
went over the rubble with sticks and
bare hands.

Separately, health officials said
an Israeli strike hit a group of citi-
zens walking in the street on Sunday

afternoon in central Gaza City, kill-
ing 11 people and injuring around 30
others. Dr. Ahmed Qandil, who spe-
cializes in general surgery, was
among those killed, Gaza’s Health
Ministry said. A ministry spokes-
person, Zaher al-Wahidi, toldthe AP
that Qandil had been on his way to
Al-Ahli Arab Baptist Hospital.

Inthe central town of Zawaida, an
Israeli strike on a home killed nine,
including two women and three
children, officials at Al-Agsa Mar-
tyrs Hospital said.

Israel’s military said it was un-
aware of the strike on the home, but
said it hit more than 150 targets over
the past 24 hours, including what it
called weapons storage facilities,
missile launchers and sniping posts.
Israel blames Hamas for civilian ca-

sualties because the militant group
operates out of populated areas.

Gaza’s Health Ministry says
women and children make up more
than half of the over 58,000 dead in
the war. The ministry, under Gaza’s
Hamas-run government, doesn’t
differentiate between civilians and
combatants in its count. The U.N.
and other international organiza-
tions seeits figures as the most relia-
ble statistics on war casualties.

The Hamas-led attack on Oct. 7,
2023, that sparked the war Kkilled
some1,200 people and abducted 251.

Israel’s Energy Minister Eli Co-
hen told right-wing Channel 14 that
his ministry will not help rebuild in-
frastructure in Gaza. “Gaza should
remain anisland of ruins to the next
decades,” he said.

EU entity:

By JoN GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates
— Four people are presumed dead
and 11 others are still missing after
aLiberian-flagged cargo ship sank
in the Red Sea following an attack
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels, a Euro-
pean Union naval mission said Fri-
day.

The update from the EU’s Oper-
ation Aspides came as private se-
curity forces continue tosearch for
survivors from the Eternity C, a
Greek-owned bulk carrier that
sank on Wednesday.

Ten people were recovered

15

still unaccounted for after Houthi attack in Red Sea

alive from the attack, including
eight Filipino crew membersand a
Greek and Indian from the vessel’s
three-man security team, the EU
operation said.

Fifteen people remain unac-
counted for, including the four
presumed dead, the mission said.

“All nearby vessels are advised
to have a sharp look out,” the EU
mission said.

The Houthis have said they hold
some of the crew. The U.S. Embas-
syin Yemen—which has operated
from Saudi Arabia for about a dec-
ade — has described the Houthis
as having “kidnapped” the mari-

ners.

The death toll is the highest from
any seaborne assault carried out
by the Iranian-backed Houthis in
the crucial maritime trade route
where $1 trillion in cargo once
passed through annually.

The rebels say they are attack-
ing ships to support Palestiniansin
the Gaza Strip during the Israel-
Hamas war, and have in total sank
four vessels and killed sailors who
had no direct role in the war.

The attack on the Eternity C fol-
lowed the sinking of the bulk carri-
er Magic Seas in a similar attack
several days earlier. Neither the

European naval force nor the U.S.
had been escorting the two vessels
when they were attacked.

United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Anténio Guterres condemned
the Houthi attacks, calling them “a
dangerous re-escalation in this
critical waterway.”

“Beyond being an unacceptable
attack on the safety and security of
seafarers, these acts also violated
the freedom of navigation, caused
ahazard tomaritime transportand
represent a serious risk of a signif-
icant environmental, economic
and humanitarian damage toanal-
ready vulnerable coastal environ-

ment,” he added in a statement.

The Houthis have held mariners
in the past. After seizing the vehi-
cle carrier Galaxy Leader in No-
vember 2023, the rebels held the
crew until January this year.

From November 2023 to De-
cember 2024, the Houthis targeted
more than 100 ships with missiles
and drones. The stopped their at-
tacks during a brief ceasefire in
the war. They later became the tar-
get of an intense weekslong cam-
paign of airstrikes ordered by
President Donald Trump before
he declared a ceasefire had been
reached with the rebels.
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Trump readies 30% tariffs against EU, Mexico

By AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

BRIDGEWATER, N.J. — President Do-
nald Trump on Saturday announced he’s
levying tariffs of 30% against the European
Union and Mexico starting Aug. 1, a move
that could cause massive upheaval between
the United States and two of its biggest trade
partners.

Trump detailed the planned tariffs in let-
ters posted to his social media account. They
are part of an announcement blitz by Trump
of new tariffs aimed at allies and foes alike, a
bedrock of his 2024 campaign that he said
would set the foundation for reviving a U.S.
economy that he claims has been ripped off
by other nations for decades.

In his letter to Mexico’s leader, President
Claudia Sheinbaum, Trump acknowledged
that the country has been helpful in stem-
ming the flow of undocumented migrants
and fentanyl into the United States. But he
said the country has not done enough to stop
North America from turning into a “Narco-
Trafficking Playground.”

“Mexico has been helping me secure the
border, BUT, what Mexico has done, is not
enough,” Trump added.

Trump in his letter to the European Union
said the U.S. trade deficit was a national se-
curity threat.

“Wehavehadyearstodiscussour Trading
Relationship with The European Union, and
we have concluded we must move away
from these long-term, large, and persistent,
Trade Deficits, engendered by your Tariff,
and Non-Tariff, Policies, and Trade Bar-
riers,” Trump wrote in the letter to the EU.
“Our relationship has been, unfortunately,
far from Reciprocal.”

Theletters comein the midst of an on-and-
off Trump threat to impose tariffs on coun-
triesand right animbalancein trade. Trump
in April imposed tariffs on dozens of coun-
tries, before pausing them for 90 days to ne-
gotiate individual deals. As the three-month
grace period ended last week, Trump began
sending his tariffletters toleaders but again
has pushed back the implementation day for
what he says will be just a few more weeks.

If he moves forward with the tariffs, it
could have ramifications for nearly every
aspect of the global economy.

Inresponse, the EUsaiditwill suspendre-
taliatory tariffs on U.S. goods scheduled to
take effect Monday in hopes of reaching a
trade deal with the Trump administration by
the end of the month.

“This is now the time for negotiations,”
European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen told reporters in Brussels on
Sunday, after Trump sent his letter an-
nouncing new tariffs of 30% on goods from
the EU and Mexico.

The EU— America’sbiggest trading part-
ner and the world’s largest trading bloc —
hadbeenscheduledtoimpose “countermea-
sures” starting Monday at midnight Brus-
sels time (6 p.m. EDT; 22:00 GMT). The EU
negotiates trade deals on behalf of its 27
member countries.

Von der Leyen said those countermea-
sures would be delayed until Aug. 1, and that
Trump’s letter shows “that we have until the
first of August” to negotiate.

“Wehavealwaysbeen clearthatwe prefer
anegotiated solution,” she said. If they can’t
reach a deal, she said that “we will continue
to prepare countermeasures so we are fully
prepared.”

Europe’s biggest exports to the U.S. are
pharmaceuticals, cars, aircraft, chemicals,
medical instruments and wine and spirits.

Meanwhile, the Mexican government
said it was informed during high-level talks
with U.S. State Department officials Friday
that the Trump letter was coming. The dele-
gation told Trump officials at the meeting it
disagreed with the decision and considered
it “unfair treatment,” according to a Mexi-
can government statement.

Sheinbaum, who has sought to avoid di-
rectly criticizing Trump in the early going of
herpresidency,expressed ameasure of con-
fidence during a public appearance on Sat-
urday that the U.S. and Mexico will reach
“better terms.”

“T’ve always said that in these cases, you
need a cool head to face any problem,”
Sheinbaum said.

Fla. facility impressions diffe

By JENNIFER PELTZ
AND ALEXANDRIA RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

OCHOPEE, Fla.—Democratic lawmakers
condemned Florida’s new Everglades immi-
gration detention center after visiting Satur-
day, describing it as crowded, unsanitary and
bug-infested. Republicans on the same tour
said they saw nothing of the sort at the remote
facility that officials have dubbed “Alligator
Alcatraz.”

The state-arranged tour came after some
Democrats were blocked earlier from view-
ing the 3,000-bed detention center that the
state rapidly built on an isolated airstrip sur-
rounded by swampland. Somany statelegisla-
tors and members of Congress turned up Sat-
urday that they were split into multiple
groups.

“Therearereally disturbing, vile conditions
and this place needs to be shut the hell down,”
U.S.Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz,a Dem-
ocrat, told reporters after visiting the agglom-
eration of tents, trailers and temporary build-
ings. “Thisplaceis astunt,and they’re abusing
human beings here.”

Cage-style units of 32 men share three com-
bination toilet-sink devices, the visitors mea-
sured the temperature at 83 degrees Fahren-
heitin a housing area entranceway and 85 ina
medical intake area, and grasshoppers and
other insects abound, she and her fellow Flor-
ida Democrats said.

Althoughthevisitors said they were notable
tospeak with the detainees, Rep. Maxwell Ale-
jandro Frost, also a Democrat, said one called
out “'m an American citizen!” and others
chanted “Libertad!,” Spanish for “freedom.”

State Sen. Blaise Ingoglia, a Republican
from Florida, countered that he had seen a
well-run, safe facility where the living quar-
ters were clean and the air conditioning
worked well.

“The rhetoric coming out of the Democrats
does not match the reality,” said Ingoglia, who
said he toured in the same group as Wasser-
man Schultz. Ingoglia said a handful of detai-
nees became “a little raucous” when the vis-
itors appeared, but he did not make out what
they were saying.

—————

r wildly by party

ALEXANDRA RODRIGUEZ/AP

Dianne Mourer waves an American flag as Rana Mourer stands in front of a sign reading
“Alligator Alcatraz” outside the Dade-Collier Training and Transition Facility, on

Saturday, in Ochopee, Fla.

State Sen. Jay Collins was in another group
and said he also found the detention center to
be clean and functioning well: “No squalor.”

Collins, a Republican, said he saw backup
generators, a tracking system for dietary re-
strictions and military-style bunks with good
mattresses. The sanitation devices struck him
as appropriate, if basic.

“Would I want that toilet-and-sink combi-
nation at my bathroom at the house? Probably
not, but this is a transitional holding facility,”
Collins said by phone.

Journalists were not allowed on the tour,
and lawmakers were instructed not to bring
phones or cameras inside. Messages seeking
comment were sent to the state Division of
Emergency Management, which built the fa-
cility, and to representatives for Gov. Ron De-
Santis, a Republican. DeSantis spokesperson
Molly Best highlighted one of Ingoglia’s up-
beat readouts on social media.

Across the state in Tampa, federal Home-
land Security Secretary Kristi Noem said of
the Everglades detention center that “any is-

sues that were there have been addressed.”
She added that she has talked with five un-
named Republican governors aboutmodeling
other facilities on it.

DeSantis and fellow Republicans have tout-
ed the makeshift detention center, construct-
ed in days as an efficient and get-tough re-
sponse to President Donald Trump’s call for
mass deportations. The first detainees arrived
July 3, after Trump toured and praised the fa-
cility.

Ahead of the facility’s opening, state offi-
cialssaid detainees would have accesstomed-
ical care, consistent air conditioning, a recre-
ation yard, attorneys and clergy members.

But detainees and their relatives and advo-
cates have told The Associated Press that con-
ditions are awful, with worm-infested food,
toilets overflowing onto floors, mosquitoes
buzzing around the fenced bunks, and air con-
ditioners that sometimes shut off in the op-
pressive South Florida summer heat. One
man told his wife that detainees go days with-
out getting showers.

‘Alligator Alcatraz’
firm donated to Fla.
GOP, got contracts

By Romy ELLENBOGEN
Tampa Bay (Fla.) Times

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A Texas-based
company gave $10,000 to Florida’s Republi-
can Party days before getting state contracts
to help with transportation at a state-run de-
tention facility for migrants in the Everglades.

IRG Global Emergency Management Inc.
made the donation on June 24, according to
state campaign finance filings, days after state
Attorney General James Uthmeier first pub-
licly floated the “Alligator Alcatraz” detention
center. The same day it made the donation, the
company inked a $1.1 million contract with the
state to “provide operational support services
in support of migration efforts in the State.”

On July 1, the company got two more con-
tracts with Florida, one for $2.9 million and an-
other for $2.2 million, for site shuttles, armory
systems, on-site emergency services and air
operations. The address listed on both con-
tracts is in Ochopee, Fla., where Alligator Al-
catrazis located.

A spokesperson for IRG Global did not re-
turn two requests for comment Friday.

A spokesperson for Gov. Ron DeSantis said
his office has no involvement with the Repu-
blican Party of Florida. A spokesperson forthe
state GOP did not respond Friday to a request
for comment.

Alligator Alcatraz isn’t the first time the
emergency management firm or its affiliate
company has worked with Florida.

IRG Global is affiliated with ARS Global
Emergency Management, which in Florida’s
business filingsislisted as Access Restoration
Services. A spokesperson for ARS did not re-
spond to requests for comment Friday.

That group was involved in Florida’s 2023
effort to relaunch a program to fly migrants to
left-leaning cities and states.

Last month, IRG also received a $19.6 mil-
lion contract from the state for planes to fly
peopleoutof Israel amid the conflict with Iran.

ARS previously donated about $150,000 to
the state GOP through contributionsin Febru-
ary 2023 and October 2024.
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Search suspended in Texas amid flood warnings

BY GABRIELA AOUN
Associated Press

KERRVILLE, Texas — Emer-
gency crews suspended their
search for victims of catastrophic
flooding in central Texas on Sunday
morning amid new warnings that
additional rain would again cause
waterways to surge.

Itwasthe firsttime anew round of
severe weather has paused the
search since the flooding earlier this
month.

Ingram Fire Department officials
orderedsearch crewstoimmediate-
ly evacuate the Guadalupe River
corridor in Kerr County until fur-
ther notice, warning the potential
for a flash flood is high.

Search-and-rescue teams have
been searching for missing victims
of the July 4 weekend flooding that
killed at least 129 people and left
more than 170 missing.

Asheavyrainfell Sunday, Nation-
al Weather Service forecasters
warned that the Guadalupe River
could rise to nearly 1S feet by Sun-
day afternoon, about five feet above
flood stage and enough to put the
Highway 39 bridge near Hunt un-
der water.

“Numerous secondary roads and
bridges are flooded and very dange-
rous,” a weather service warning
said.

The destructive, fast-moving wa-
ters rose 26 feet on the Guadalupe
River in just 45 minutes before day-
break on July 4, washing away
homes and vehicles. Ever since,
searchers have used helicopters,
boats and drones to look for victims
and to rescue people stranded in
trees and from camps isolated by
washed-out roads.

More than 160 people still are be-
lieved to be missing, and at least 118
have died in the floods that laid
waste to the Hill Country region of
Texas. The riverbanks and hills of
Kerr County are filled with vacation
cabins, youth camps and camp-
grounds, including Camp Mystic,
the century-old all-girls Christian
summer camp. Located in a low-ly-
ing area along the Guadalupe River
in a region known as flash flood al-
ley, Camp Mystic lost at least 27
campers and counselors and long-
time owner Dick Eastland.

The flood was far more severe
than the 100-year event envisioned
bythe Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, experts said, and
moved so quickly in the middle of
the night that it caught many off
guardinacountythatlackedawarn-
ing system.

President Donald Trump on Fri-
day toured the devastationand laud-
ed state and local officials. Trump
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JacqQuELYN MARTIN/AP

From left, first lady Melania Trump, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and President Donald Trump are briefed on
flood damage in Kerrville, Texas, on Friday. At least 120 people died in the flooding this month.

has repeatedly promised to do away
with FEMA as part of his larger
pledges to dramatically shrink the
size of government, and he’s fond of
decrying officials in Democrat-run
states hit by past natural disasters
and tragedy. But the president
struck a far more somber and sym-
pathetic tone while visiting Ameri-
ca’s most populous Republican

state.

“The search for the missing con-
tinues. The people that are doing it
are unbelievable,” Trump said at a
makeshift emergency operations
center inside an expo hall in Kerr-
ville.

“We just visited with incredible
families. They’ve been devastated,”
the president said of a closed-door

meeting he and first lady Melania
Trump had with the relatives of
some of those killed or missing.

The first lady described meeting
“beautiful young ladies” from the
area who she said gave her a “spe-
cial bracelet from the camp in honor
of all the little girls that lost their
lives.” She promised to return to
support the camp in the future.

Bondi fires 20 DOJ employees
involved in Trump prosecutions

By PERRY STEIN
AND Amy B WanG
The Washington Post

Attorney General Pam Bondi last
weeKk fired multiple Justice Depart-
ment employees who were involved
in two federal prosecutions of Presi-
dent Donald Trump during the Bi-
den administration, according to
several people familiar with the ter-
minations who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to avoid retribu-
tion.

Intotal, 20 people were fired from
the department, including two pros-
ecutors who worked under former
special counsel Jack Smith, accord-
ing to one person familiar with the
removals. The rest of the dismissed
employees were support staff and
U.S. marshals who assisted those
prosecutors, the person said.

Smith, who was appointed by
then-Attorney General Merrick
Garland, led the department’s in-
vestigation into Trump’s efforts to
overturn Joe Biden’s 2020 election
victory, as well as a separate case fo-
cused on Trump’s mishandling of
classified documents found in his
Mar-a-Lago home.

A representative for the Justice
Department declined to comment
Saturday on the firings, which were
first reported by Axios.

Trump had long referred to the
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Attorney General Pam Bondi, right, last week fired multiple Justice
Department employees who were involved in two federal
prosecutions of President Donald Trump.

pair of investigations Smith led as
partofapolitically motivated “witch
hunt” against him. During the 2024
campaign, he vowed to fire Smith on
hisfirst day backin the White House
if he won the election. Smith re-
signed from the Justice Department
shortly before Inauguration Day in
January after winding down the fed-
eral criminal cases against Trump,
which prosecutors said could no
longer go forward because of long-
standing Justice Department policy
against prosecuting a sitting presi-
dent.

As part of the election-related in-
vestigation, Trump was indicted by

afederal grand jury in August 2023
on four criminal counts. In the clas-
sified documentscase, Trump faced
charges that included willful reten-
tion of national defense secrets, ob-
struction of justice and conspiracy.

However, neither case went to
trial. The election-interference in-
dictment was delayed after a Su-
preme Court ruling last summer
greatly expanded presidential im-
munity for actions taken while in of-
fice. U.S. District Judge Aileen Can-
non in Florida tossed the classified
documents indictment two weeks
later, ruling Smith had been unlaw-
fully appointed.

Furor over Epstein files sparks
clash between DOJ officials

By Eric Tucker
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Justice
Department and FBI are strug-
gling to contain the fallout from
this month’s decision to withhold
records from the Jeffrey Epstein
sex trafficking investigation,
which rankled influential far-right
media personalities and suppor-
ters of President Donald Trump.

The move, which included the
acknowledgment that one particu-
lar sought-after document never
actually existed, sparked a conten-
tious conversation between Attor-
ney General Pam Bondi and FBI
Deputy Director Dan Bongino at
the White House last week. The
spatthreatened toshatterrelations
betweenthem and centered in part
onanews story thatdescribed divi-
sions between the FBI and the Jus-
tice Department.

The cascade of disappointment
and disbelief arising from the re-
fusal to disclose additional, much-
hyped records from the Epsteinin-
vestigation underscores the strug-
gles of FBI and Justice Depart-
mentleaders toresolve the conspi-
racy theories and amped-up
expectations that they themselves
had stoked with claims of a cover-
up and hidden evidence. Infuriat-
ed by the failure of officials to un-
lock,aspromised, the secretsofthe

so-called “deep state,” Trump sup-
porters on the far right have grown
restless and even demanded
change at the top.

Trump expressed frustration in
asocial media posting on Saturday
over the divide among diehards of
his “Make America Great Again”
movementoverthe matter,and ex-
pressed support for Bondi. His
lengthy post made no mention of
Bongino.

“What’s going on with my ‘boys’
and, in some cases, ‘gals?’ ” Trump
wrote. “They’re all going after At-
torney General Pam Bondi, who is
doing a FANTASTIC JOB! We're
on one Team, MAGA, and I don’t
like what’s happening.”

Tensions that simmered for
months boiled over on July 7 when
the Justice Departmentand FBIis-
sued a two-page statement saying
that they had concluded that Ep-
stein did not possess a “client list,”
even though Bondi had intimated
in February that such a document
wassitting on her desk, and had de-
cided against releasing any addi-
tional records from the investiga-
tion.

The department did disclose a
video meant to prove that Epstein
killed himself in jail, but even that
raised the eyebrows of conspiracy
theorists because of amissing min-
ute in the recording.
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Freed from ICE detention,
activist Khalil files $20M
claim against White House

By JAKE OFFENHARTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK — On a recent af-
ternoon, Mahmoud Khalil sat in
his Manhattan apartment, cra-
dling his 10-week-old son as he
thought back to the pre-dawn
hours spent pacing a frigid immi-
gration jail in Louisiana, awaiting
news of the child’s birth in New
York.

For a moment, the outspoken
Palestinian activist found himself
uncharacteristically speechless.

“I cannot describe the pain of
that night,” Khalil said finally,
gazing down as the baby, Deen,
cooed in his arms. “This is some-
thing I will never forgive.”

Now, weeks after regaining his
freedom, Khalil is seeking restitu-
tion. On Thursday, his lawyers
filed a claim for $20 million in
damages against the Trump ad-
ministration, alleging Khalil was
falsely imprisoned, maliciously
prosecuted and smeared as an
antisemite as the government
sought to deport him over his
prominent role in campus pro-
tests.

The filing — a precursor to a
lawsuit under the Federal Tort
Claims Act — names the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, U.S.
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement and the State Depart-
ment.

It comes as the deportation case
against Khalil, a 30-year-old re-
cent graduate student at Columbia
University, continues to wind its
way through the immigration
court system.

The goal, Khalil said, is to send a
message that he won’t be intimi-
dated into silence.

“They are abusing their power
because they think they are un-
touchable,” Khalil said. “Unless
they feel there is some sort of ac-
countability, it will continue to go
unchecked.”

Khalil said he plans to share any
settlement money with others tar-
geted in Trump’s “failed” effort to
suppress pro-Palestinian speech.
Inlieu of a settlement, he would al-
so accept an official apology and
changes to the administration’s
deportation policies.

A White House spokesperson
deferred comment to the State De-
partment, which said its actions
were fully supported by the law.

In an emailed statement, Tricia
McLaughlin, a spokesperson for
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, called Khalil’s claim “ab-
surd,” accusing him of “hateful
behavior and rhetoric” that
threatened Jewish students.

The filing accuses President
Donald Trump and other officials
of mounting a haphazard and ille-
gal campaign to ‘“terrorize him
and his family,” beginning with
Khalil’s March 8 arrest.

On that night, he said he was re-
turning home from dinner with his
wife, Noor Abdalla, when he was
“effectively kidnapped” by plain-
clothes federal agents, who re-
fused to provide a warrant and ap-
peared surprised tolearn he was a
legal U.S. permanent resident.

He was then whisked overnight
to an immigration jail in Jena, La.,

Yuki lIwamura/AP
Pro-Palestinian activist Mahmoud

Khalil poses for a portrait during
an interview, July 3, in New York.

a remote location that was “delib-
erately concealed” from his fam-
ily and attorneys, according to the
filing.

Inside, Khalil said he was de-
nied his ulcer medication, forced
to sleep under harsh fluorescent
lights and fed “nearly inedible”
food, causing him to lose 1S5
pounds. “I cannot remember a
night when I didn’t go to sleep
hungry,” Khalil recalled.

Meanwhile, the Trump adminis-
tration publicly celebrated the ar-
rest, promising to deport him and
others whose protests against Is-
rael it dubbed “pro-terrorist, anti-
Semitic, anti-American activity.”

Man sentenced to life
in Pa. for shooting
and beheading father

By MARK SCOLFORO
AND MIKE CATALINI
Associated Press

A Pennsylvania man who post-
ed a video of his father’s severed
head on YouTube was convicted
of murder Friday and sentenced
to life without parole.

Bucks County Judge Stephen A.
Corr found Justin D. Mohn, 33,
guilty in the January 2024 shoot-
ing death of his father at their
home in the Philadelphia suburb
of Levittown.

After the sentencing, Bucks
County District Attorney Jennifer
Schorn told reporters Mohn had
exhibited a “complete and utter
lack of remorse,” calling it an “un-
imaginable, unfathomable
crime.”

“We are satisfied that this was
the right outcome to guarantee
that the community at large is safe
from Justin Mohn,” Schorn said.

His defense attorney called it an
“undoubtedly difficult case to pre-
side over.”

“Cases involving the loss of life
are always the most difficult, and
that difficulty is compounded
when the prosecution seeks the
death penalty. The common-
wealth originally sought the death
penalty in this case, and based on
the defense that was presented on
behalf of Mr. Mohn, my client will
not face that penalty,” said Mohn’s
lawyer, Steven M. Jones, in an

email. He declined to comment on
whether Mohn will appeal.

Prosecutors said Mohn shot his
father, Michael F. Mohn, 68, with
anewly purchased pistol, then de-
capitated him with a kitchen knife
and machete. The 14-minute You-
Tube video he posted was live for
hours before it was removed.

Mohn testified during the trial
that he shot his father while trying
to arrest him on what he said were
false statements and treason but
his father resisted, so he fired at
him. He said he severed his head
to send a message to federal work-
ers to meet his demands, which in-
cluded their resignation among
other things.

In victim impact statements
read in court Friday, family mem-
bers and others recalled Michael
Mohn as a loving husband and fa-
ther, a man of humility and humor
who enjoyed reading, exercising
and playing the guitar.

Justin Mohn was arrested later
on the day of the murder after
scaling a fence at Fort Indiantown
Gap, the state’s National Guard
headquarters. Prosecutors said he
called for others to join him in at-
tempting to overthrow the U.S.
government.

Mohn had a USB device con-
taining photos of federal buildings
and apparent instructions for
making explosives when he was
arrested, authorities said.
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Russia warns against targeting N. Korea

By Hyung-3in Kim
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — Rus-
sia’s foreign minister warned the
U.S,, South Korea and Japan
against forming a security part-
nership targeting North Korea as
he visited his country’s ally for
talks on further solidifying their
booming military and other coop-
eration.

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov spoke Saturday at
North Korea’s eastern Wonsan
city, where he met the country’s
leader, Kim Jong Un, and con-
veyed greetings from President
Vladimir Putin.

Kim during the meeting reaf-
firmed his government’s commit-
ment to “unconditionally support
and encourage all measures” tak-
en by Russia in its conflict with
Ukraine.

He said Pyongyang and Mos-
cow share identical views on “all
strategic issues in conformity with

the level of alliance,” according to
North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency.

Lavrov called for the two coun-
tries to further strengthen their
“strategic and tactical coopera-
tion and intensify concerted ac-
tion” in international affairs,
KCNA reported.

Relations between Russia and
North Korea have been flourish-
ing in recent years, with North Ko-
rea supplying troops and ammuni-
tion to support Russia’s war
against Ukraine in return for mil-
itary and economic assistance.

That has raised concerns
among South Korea, the U.S. and
others that Russia might also
transfer sensitive technologies to
North Korea that can increase the
danger of its nuclear and missile
programs.

Speaking with reporters after a
meeting with his North Korean
counterpart Choe Son Hui, Lavrov
accused the U.S., South Korea and

Japan of what he called military
buildups around North Korea.

“We warn against exploiting
these ties to build alliances direct-
ed against anyone, including
North Korea and, of course, Rus-
sia,” he said, according to Russia’s
state Tass news agency.

The U.S., South Korea and Ja-
pan have expanded or restored
their trilateral military exercises
in response to North Korea’s ad-
vancing nuclear program. The
three countries held a joint air
drill Friday involving U.S. nucle-
ar-capable bombers near the Ko-
rean Peninsula as their top mili-
tary officers met in Seoul and
urged North Korea to cease all un-
lawful activities threatening re-
gional security.

North Korea views major U.S.-
led military drills as invasion re-
hearsals and has long argued it is
forced to develop nuclear weap-
ons to defend itself from U.S. mil-
itary threats.

In this photo provided by the North Korean government, its leader
Kim Jong Un, right, talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, second left, in Wonsan, North Korea, Saturday.

Aid cuts
halt HIV
vaccine

research

By MoGcomoTst MAGOME
Associated Press

JOHANNESBURG — Just a
week had remained before scien-
tists in South Africa were to begin
clinical trials of an HIV vaccine, and
hopes were high for another step to-
ward limiting one of history’s dead-
liest pandemics. Then the email ar-
rived.

Stop all work, it said. The United
States, under President Donald
Trump, was withdrawing all its
funding.

The news devastated the re-
searchers, wholive and work inare-
gion where more people live with
HIV than anywhere else in the
world. Their research project,
called BRILLIANT, was meant to
be the latest to draw on the region’s
geneticdiversity and deep expertise
in the hope of benefiting people ev-
erywhere.

But the $46 million from the U.S.
for the project was disappearing,
partofthe dismantling of foreign aid
by the world’s biggest donor earlier
this year as Trump announced a fo-
cus on priorities at home.

South Africa has been hit espe-
cially hard because of Trump’s
baseless claims about the targeting
of the country’s white Afrikaner mi-
nority. The country had been re-
ceiving about $400 million ayear via
USAID and the HIV-focused PEP-

THEmBA HADEBE/AP

Laboratory technician Nozipho Mlotshwa works on samples at
University of the Witwatersrand Medical School, in Johannesburg,

South Africa, May 22.

FAR.

Now that’s gone.

Glenda Grey, who heads the
BRILLIANT Program, said the
African continent has been vital to
the development of HIV medica-
tion,andthe U.S. cutsthreatenitsca-
pability to do such work in the fu-
ture.

The BRILLIANT program is
scramblingtofind moneytosavethe
project. The purchase of key equip-
ment has stopped. South Africa’s
health department says about 100
researchers for that program and
othersrelated to HIV have been laid
off. Funding for students involvedin
experiments for the projects is at
risk.

And now the number of HIV in-
fections will grow. Medication is
more difficult to obtain. At least
8,000 health workers in South Afri-
ca’s HIV program have already

been laid off, the government has
said. Also gone are the data collec-
tors who tracked patients and their
care, as well as HIV counselors who
could reach vulnerable patients.

For researchers, Universities
South Africa, an umbrella body, has
applied to the national treasury for
$110 million for projects at some of
the largest schools.

During a visit to South Africa in
June, UNAIDS executive director
Winnie Byanyima was well aware of
the stakes as research and health
care struggle in South Africa and
across Africa atlarge.

Other countries highly depen-
dent on U.S. funding are already in-
creasing resources, she said.

“But let’s be clear, what they are
putting down will not be funding in
the same way that the American re-
sources were funding,” Byanyima
said.

Islamic State-aligned
rebels Kill scores of
civilians in Congo

By JEAN-YVES KAMALE
AND WiLsON MCMAKIN
Associated Press

KINSHASA, Congo — Rebels
affiliated with the Islamic State
group Kkilled 66 people in eastern
Democratic Republic of Congo, lo-
cal officials said Saturday.

Fighters with the Allied Demo-
cratic Forces, which has ties to
ISIS, killed civilians in the area of
Irumu in the east of the country
bordering Uganda.

The attack comes as eastern
Congo may see an end to its ongo-
ing war with M23, a separate rebel
group which is backed by the gov-
ernment in Rwanda, another of
Congo’s neighbors.

Jean Tobie OKkala, the spokes-
person for the United Nations mis-
sion in Ituri in eastern Congo,
called the attack on civilians a
“bloodbath.”

The ADF is a Ugandan Islamist
group that operates on both sides
of the porous border.

All the victims, including wom-
en, were Kkilled with machetes,
said the president of a local civil
society, Marcel Paluku.

The number of people taken
hostage is currently unknown.

The attack is suspected to be in
response to an escalating bombing
campaign by joint Congolese and
Ugandan forces that started on
Sunday.

The number of ADF fighters in
Congo is unclear, but they are a
significant presence in the region
and regularly attack civilians.

The group originated in the late
1990s in neighboring Uganda and
became affiliated with ISIS in
2019. Muslims make up about 10%
of the Congolese population, most
of them in the east.

Assailant dead after fatal
shooting outside of Vienna

Associated Press

VIENNA — Police in Austria said
aman was fatally shot and a woman
seriously wounded on Sunday
morning by an assailant who took
his own life. The shooting happened
inthe town of Traiskirchen, 20 miles
south of Vienna.

Austria News Agency quoted lo-
cal police spokesman Johann

Baumschlager as saying that the
suspect fled in a vehicle and later
took his own life.

The Lower Austrian State Office
of Criminal Investigation is investi-
gating the shooting but could notim-
mediately give any further details.

Local media reported that the
shooting was preceded by an argu-
ment between the three people.
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New coal mine intended
to extract rare earths

WY CHEYENNE — The

developer of what
would be the first new coal mine in
Wyoming in decades plans to
process the fossil fuel to extract
hard-to-get metals that are crucial
for tech products and military
hardware.

Energy Secretary Chris Wright,
former West Virginia U.S. Sen. Joe
Manchin, Wyoming Gov. Mark
Gordon, and Wyoming’s congres-
sional delegation were on the VIP
list for a groundbreaking ceremo-
ny Friday at the Ramaco Resourc-
es Inc. Brook Mine outside Ran-
chester in far northern Wyoming.

Rare earth elements are a fam-
ily of 17 metallic elements with un-
usual properties that make them
useful for specific applications.

China supplies almost 90% of
the world’s rare earths. Concern
about continued access to the sub-
stances has been a focus of recent
negotiations between China and
the U.S,, and led the Trump ad-
ministration to try to encourage
more production domestically.

State’s first standalone
children’s hospital slated

N APEX — North Caroli-

na’s first standalone
children’shospital willbe builtina
bedroom community near the
state capital, the project’s health
systems announced Thursday,
creating a campus estimated to
bring 8,000 jobs to the area.

UNC Health and Duke Health
announced in January an agree-
ment to jointly build the proposed
S500-bed pediatric hospital and
linked facilities in the state’s Re-
search Triangle region, which in-
cludes Raleigh, Durham and Cha-
pel Hill. Leaders of the health sys-
tems said Thursday that the
“North Carolina Children’s” pro-
ject will be constructed in Apex,
about 20 miles southwest of down-
town Raleigh.

The 230-acre campus will also
include a children’s outpatient
care center, over 100 behavioral
health beds and a research and
education center operated by
Duke University and University of
North Carolina medical schools.

Feds say Republican ran
$140M Ponzi scheme

NEWNAN — A promi-
nent state Republican
was running a Ponzi scheme that
defrauded 300 investors of at least
$140 million, federal officials said
in a complaint filed Thursday.
The civil lawsuit by the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion said First Liberty Building
and Loan, controlled by Brant
Frost IV, lied to investors about its
business of making high-interest
loans to companies. Instead, in-
vestigators said, it raised more
money to repay earlier investors.
Frost is alleged to have taken
more than $19 million of investor
funds for himself, his family and

Big and stinky

Claire Wernecke takes a selfie with the blooming corpse flower, also known as Titan Arum, at Conservatory of Flowers in San Francisco last
week. The corpse flower gets its name from its rotten flesh smell when it blooms, which occurs once every few years.

affiliated companies even as the
business was going broke, spend-
ing $160,000 on jewelry and
$335,000 with a rare coin dealer.
Frost is also said to have spent
$320,000 to rent a vacation home
over multiple years in Kenne-
bunkport, Maine.

Workers fired after ‘Devil
in the Ozarks’ escape

A LITTLE ROCK — Two

employees at an Ar-
kansas prison where an inmate
known as the “Devil in the Ozarks”
escaped have been fired for policy
violations, corrections officials
said Thursday as they faced ques-
tions from lawmakers who said
the escape points to deeper prob-
lems.

The head of the Arkansas Board
of Corrections told state lawmak-
ers the violations allowed Grant
Hardin to escape from the Calico
Rock prison wearing a makeshift
law enforcement uniform on May
25. But officials have said there
was no evidence employees know-
ingly assisted Hardin’s escape.

One of the fired employees had
allowed Hardin onto an outside
kitchen dock unsupervised and
the other employee worked in a
tower and had opened the gate
Hardin walked through without
confirming his identity, Chairman
Benny Magness said.

Hardin was captured 1.5 miles
northwest of the Calico Rock pris-
on on June 6. Authorities said he
escaped by donning an outfit de-
signed to look like a law enforce-

ment uniform. Magness said the
outfit was crafted from an inmate
uniform and kitchen apron dyed
black using a marker while a soup
can lid and a Bible cover were
fashioned to look like a badge.

Officials survey aftermath

of deadly Ruidoso flood
N SANTAFE — Atleast
200 homes were dam-

aged during a deadly flash flood in
the mountain village of Ruidoso,
and emergency managers warned
that number could more than dou-
ble as teams survey more neigh-
borhoods.

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
was among the officials who took
an aerial tour of Ruidoso and the
surrounding area as they looked to
bolster their case for more federal
assistance for the community,
which has been battered over the
past year by wildfires and repeat-
ed flooding.

An intense bout of monsoon
rains set the disaster in motion
Tuesday afternoon. Water rushed
from the surrounding mountain-
side, overwhelming the Rio Rui-
doso and taking with it a man and
two children who had been camp-
ing at a riverside RV park. Their
bodies were found downstream.

Opioid overdose deaths

down 36% in 2024
MA BOSTON — Opioid
related overdose

deaths fell 36% in Massachusetts
in 2024, reaching their lowest

point since 2013, according to pro-
visional CDC data.

In 2024, Massachusetts had
1,340 confirmed opioid-related
overdose deaths, down 764 from
2023, the federal data showed.

The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Health said the re-
duction in fatal overdoses is likely
contributed to by significant in-
vestments to expand access to ser-
vices. The department cited hous-
ing programs for people with a
substance use disorder, increased
access to opioid use disorder med-
ications and community-based
services like Peer Recovery Sup-
port Centers.

In 2024, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reported a nearly 27% decrease in
drug overdose deaths across the
U.S. from the previous year, “the
largest one-year decline ever rec-
orded.”

More time sought in hate
crime against white man

H HONOLULU — A Native

Hawaiian man who was
convicted of a hate crime against a
white man must be re-sentenced,
a U.S. appeals court ruled Thurs-
day, and the result could be sever-
al more years in prison.

Kaulana Alo-Kaonohi was sen-
tenced to six-and-a-half years in
2023 by ajudge in Honolulu after a
jury found him and another Native
Hawaiian man guilty.

The jury found that Alo-Kaono-
hi and Levi AKi Jr. were motivated
by Christopher Kunzelman’s race

GopoFREDO A. VAsQuEZ/AP

when they punched, kicked and
used a shovel to beat him in 2014
for trying to move into their re-
mote Maui village.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals panel also ruled Thursday to
affirm Alo-Kaonohi’s conviction.

At least 25 hospitalized
after mass overdose

MD BALTIMORE — At

least 25 people were
hospitalized Thursday following a
“level one” mass overdose event
in Baltimore.

Baltimore City police and fire
officials said paramedics first re-
sponded to a 911 call for a single
overdose around 9:25 a.m. in the
Penn-North neighborhood. Upon
arriving at the scene, they discov-
ered other people collapsed in the
streets.

At least five of the victims were
in critical condition, officials told
NBC affiliate WBAL. Authorities
said the number of overdoses is
expected to rise as they search for
other suspected cases in the area.

Officials did not disclose what
substances the victims had used,
though community organizers
told The Baltimore Banner there
were rumors of a “bad batch” of
drugs in the neighborhood.

“It’s like a mass shooting,” drug
treatment outreach worker Vin-
cent Timmons told the Banner,
but “they didn’t use no gun, they
used narcotics.”

From The Associated Press and Tribune News
Service
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OPINION

COVID sparked an epidemic of intellectual malpractice

By GEORGE F. WiLL
The Washington Post

he worst public health crisis in 100

years became arguably the worst

publicpolicy failurein U.S. history

because of social pathologies that
the pathogen triggered. The coronavirus
pandemic is over. What it revealed lingers:
intellectual malpractice and authoritarian
impulses infecting governmental, scientific,
academic and media institutions.

This is unsparingly documented by two
Princeton social scientists, Stephen Macedo
and Frances Lee, in “In Covid’s Wake: How
Our Politics Failed Us.” The most compre-
hensive and aggressive mobilization of
emergency powers in U.S. history, wielded
with scant regard for collateral consequenc-
es, exacerbated inequalities, included “ex-
traordinary restrictions on free speech” and
constituted a “stress test” that “the central
truth-seeking departments of liberal democ-
racy: journalism, science, and universities”
frequently flunked. Macedo and Lee say the
“moralization of disagreements” stifled dis-
sent, employing censorship and shaming.

Incantations to “follow the science” ob-
scured this: Science cannot “tell us what to
do” because gargantuan government inter-
ventions in society involve contestable judg-
mentsacrosstherange ofhuman values. And
large uncertainties, requiring difficult
choices demanding cost-benefit analyses
that were neglected during the pandemic.

The authors, self-described as “on the pro-
gressive side,” detail how “the class biases of
pandemic restrictions” — favored the “lap-
top class” of knowledge workers and others
able to work remotely. “Essential workers,”
about one-third of the workforce, largely
working class and disproportionately minor-
ities, were expected to carry on. There was
no historical precedent for success in what
was attempted: using non-pharmaceutical

interventions — lockdowns, social distanc-
ing, masking, etc.—to stifle apandemic. And
there was, Macedo and Lee report, “no rela-
tionship between the stringency of state” re-
strictions and COVID mortality rates.

The biomedical establishment, academia
and remarkably unquestioning media reac-
ted ferociously — politically, not scientifical-
ly — against the theory that the pandemic’s
origin was a leak from a Chinese lab doing
“gain of function” research that engineers
especially transmissible and/or virulent vi-
ruses. This origin is now widely deemed
plausible, even probable. The authors note
that Anthony Fauci, the leading U.S. infec-
tious-disease specialist, initiated the writing
of a paper, more political than scientific, as-
serting the virus’ natural origin, then cited
the paper againstthelab-leak hypothesis. He
repeatedly and clearly misled Congress with
emphatic denials of his involvement in fund-
ing gain-of-function research.

The three eminent epidemiologists who
wrote the October 2020 Great Barrington
Declaration — proposing pandemic mitiga-
tions focused on the elderly and persons with
comorbidities — were disparaged by Fran-
cis Collins, then head of the National Insti-
tutes of Health, as “fringe” figures. This ad-
jective conveys a presumption against de-
partures from groupthink. Galileo was a
fringe figure.

In September 2020, about 100 Stanford
public health professors denounced a col-
league — author of five books of health care
policy — whose sin was arguing that policy
should “minimize all harms,” not simply to
stop the coronavirus “at all costs.” Two
months later, Stanford’s Faculty Senate vot-
edoverwhelmingly tocensure him. Censure,
not refute. Those declaring the scientific
consensus unquestionable included two pro-
fessors of comparative literature and a pro-
fessor of theater and performance studies.

Despite the fact, quickly known, that CO-
VID largely spared the young, the heads of
the major teachers unions called for pro-
longed school closures, during which their
members were paid. Even after the ineffec-
tiveness of masking was revealed, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention said
children as young as 2 should wear them all
day.

In the ever-overwrought Atlantic maga-
zine, Georgia’s decision to end lockdowns
was called an “experiment in human sacri-
fice.” But cumulatively, the consequences of
unfocused measures taken against the coro-
navirus — from cancer screenings missed
because of lockdowns, to a generation’s
learning loss and a legacy of chronic absen-
teeism from schools, to myopia in children
from excessive screen time, to accelerated
dementia among the isolated elderly —were
worse than the disease, whose infections
were mostly (more than 98%) mild. The costs
of hysteria, partly driven by “noble lies” to
panic the public into compliance with au-
thoritarian measures, will, Macedo and Lee
say, affect “the health, wellbeing, and long-
evity of the whole population years into the
future.”

“The ‘pandemic,” ” write Macedo and Lee,
“was routinely said to have closed schools,
businesses, theaters, travel, and soon, rather
than government officials’ decisions.” The
authors have produced the most dismaying
dissection of U.S. policymaking since David
Halberstam’s Vietnam War policy autopsy,
“The Best and the Brightest.”

Their book is more dismaying, but also ex-
hilarating. Vietnam revealed the insularity
and hubris of a small coterie of foreign policy
shapers. Macedo and Lee identify much
broader and deeper cultural sicknesses. But
theirmeticulous depictionsand plausible ex-
planations of the myriad institutional fail-
ures demonstrate social science at its finest.

»r»

Megabills didn’t break US economy before and won’'t now

By ALLISON SCHRAGER
Bloomberg Opinion

pinions of the One Big Beautiful

Bill tend toward the extreme.

One of its main authors calls it

“the greatest piece of Republi-
can legislation in a generation,” while one
of its most authoritative critics says it
makes him ashamed to be an American. So
allow me to offer what counts as a radical
view: The bill is neither as terrible as its
opponents say nor as impressive as its sup-
porters claim.

The reason markets are not responding
more to the 870-page bill is that they see it
for what it is — just another in a very long
line of very big bills that add to the debt but
won’t break the economy, at least not soon.

Such bills always contain some good
stuff and some bad stuff. Some of the better
provisions of this bill make permanent the
beneficial aspects of Tax Cut and Jobs Act
of 2017. The increased standard deduction,
for example, makes the tax code less dis-
tortionary. Allowing full expensing for cor-
porate research and investment will in-
crease growth.

The bill also keeps the lower rates from
the 2017 law, which accounts for a lot of its
multitrillion-dollar cost. That’s something
America can’t really afford — but it doesn’t
need a sudden $4.5 trillion tax increase that
hits the middle class, either. When the U.S.

increases taxes, there are better ways to do
it.

One of the more controversial aspects of
the bill is its cuts to Medicaid in the form of
work requirements for able-bodied, work-
ing-age adults who aren’t caregivers. The
Congressional Budget Office estimates that
this will kick 11.8 million people off health
insurance. But the CBO’s record in predic-
ting the effects of health care legislation is
not great, and there are reasons to think
this could be an overestimate. If that’s true
— see what I mean about these big bills
being a mixed bag? — that means more
debt.

At any rate, it’s clear that Medicaid
needs reform. Its costs have been growing
over the decades, even compared to other
entitlements, as states enroll more people
and pay more for services. The design of
the program, in which the federal govern-
ment pays most of the costs and the states
provide the care, invites waste and ineffi-
ciency: States tax hospitals and nursing
homes, and then claim more federal fund-
ing to finance the higher cost of care the tax
imposes. This bill takes a step in the direc-
tion of reform and prevents states from
charging higher hospital taxes.

Of course, there’s bad stuff in the bill,
too. Eliminating taxes on interest payments
for car loans, increasing the SALT cap, and
raising the exemption for estate taxes is re-

gressive and expensive. It’s also hard to
justify not taxing tips or overtime pay.

Still, for most Americans, their taxes and
health insurance will remain unchanged. If
Americans bear any cost in the near term,
it will be in the form of higher interest rates
from increased debt levels. And it is hard to
pin that on this bill alone, given the nonstop
spending bonanza the government has
been on since the pandemic.

The main problem with this bill is it was
a missed opportunity to take on the govern-
ment’s growing debt crisis. America needs
major reform to both broaden the tax base
and simplify the tax code. It also needs
more entitlement reform — not just Med-
icaid, but Social Security and Medicare,
too. The bill addresses none of this.

To be fair, President Donald Trump did
not run on that platform. Promising to in-
crease taxes and cut benefits may not be a
winning strategy politically, but that
doesn’t mean it’s not necessary. Hyping
this bill as either an economic disaster or
triumph is missing the point. It’s just anoth-
er piece of legislation that is adding to a
slow-moving disaster.

Allison Schrager is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
economics. A senior fellow at the Manhattan Institute, she is
author of “An Economist Walks Into a Brothel: And Other
Unexpected Places to Understand Risk.” This column reflects
the personal views of the author and does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP and
its owners.
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Finding new rhythms

Mexican musician Natanael Cano’s new album, ‘Porque La Demora,’

expands his sound with reggaeton,

By BERENICE BAuTisTA
Associated Press

Natanael Cano was not afraid to leave the terrain of
corridos tumbados that made him famous to experi-
ment with trap, reggaeton, Afrobeats and other ur-
ban genres in his new album.

Cano had tried out some of this genres in albums
like “NataKong” and “Trap Tumbado,” but felt it was
time for a radical turn. “Porque La Demora,” which
can be translated as “Why the Delay?” dropped July 1
and may answer questions about the gap between his
previous album, 2023’s “Nata Montana,” with its first
track, which has Cano rapping.

“I’'m happy to make this music, change the rhythm
alittle, I think it’s something fresher. And more than
trying to show people that more can be done, I en-
joyed it a lot; I really enjoyed making this music,” he
said in a recent interview in Mexico City.

Cano envisions “Porque La Demora” as the sound-
track to a party. The first song that paved the way for
this album is “Como Es,” a trap created with the pro-
ducer EQ.

For those looking for a sample of his new sound,
Cano recommends listening to “Polos Opuestos.” Al-
so noteworthy is “Mary Poppins” with Chilean star
FloyyMenor, one of the new generations of Latin ur-
ban artists.

“Floyy Menor and I vibed very well,” he said. “Peo-
ple are going to like it; I loved it.”

He recorded “Como Tony” with Eladio Carri6n
and teamed up with Myke Towers and Ganggy for
“El Juez.” Victor Mendivil, a musician originally
from the Mexican state of Sonora like Cano, shares
two songs: “Bellakita” and “Comida del Espacio.”

Afrobeats and other urban genres

Cano’s past is not completely erased. He sum-
moned another great of the corridos, Gabito Balleste-
ros, for “Perlas Negras,” one of the album’s standout
songs with Afrobeat influences.

Last week, he premiered the video of the reggaeton
“Hoy Nos Amanecio” with Badguychapo and Capo,
recorded in Punta Mita.

“I went to suffer,” he joked about the Mexican
beach used as location.

Cano was recently announced as one of the artists
who will perform at the Coca-Cola Flow Fest, a major
Latin urban music festival held in Mexico City, and
he will also be at the Baja Beach Fest, a more eclectic
festival in northern Mexico.

Cano called Mexico’s push for artists not to per-
form songs that promote crime (and the prospect of
U.S. visa cancellations for regional Mexican music
performers) a “smoke screen.”

“Well, if it will help them solve what is happening,
go ahead; we are not going to give it. And if not, then
let people express themselves in the ways they want,
which in the end is not illegal,” he said.

“If there is no need, then don’t do it if there is no
reason to do it.”

Cano had protection from Mexican authorities af-
ter threats from criminals, but does not have a visa to
appear in the United States after a traffic violation
and attempted bribery in Sonora. Regardless, he is
confident that he will eventually be able to perform
stateside.

“It will be achieved, sooner or later. This is not go-
ing to last long. In other words, everything passes,
and we are going to be there. Hopefully, we can sing
to people for the first time,” Cano said.

]
|
GINNETTE RiIQUELME/AP

Mexican singer Natanael Cano performs April 5 in Mexico City. Cano
released a new album July 1, “Porque La Demora.”

Bieber’s long-awaited

Larry David teams with Obamas
for HBO US history sketch show

7th album, ‘Swag,” out

By MARIA SHERMAN
Associated Press

Never say never! Justin Bieber
surprised fans July 11 by releasing
“Swag,” his seventh studio album,
hours after he teased it on bill-
boards and social media posts.

It is his first album since 2021’s
“Justice” and his first since be-
coming a father last year.

“Inspired by his devotion as a
husband and father, this new era
of music has fueled a deeper per-
spective and more reflective
sound, resulting in some of his
most personal music yet,” Def
Jam Recordings said of the 21-
track album.

The singer shared images of
billboards on his official Insta-
gram account last week along with
a tracklist that included song
names like “All I Can Take,”
“Walking Away,” “Dadz Love”
and “Forgiveness.”

There’s alot tolove across the 21
tracks of the intimate “Swag.”
Here are a few choice cuts.

B “Daisies”: The second track
on the album may very well be its
strongest: an exemplar in Bieber’s
slow-burn brand of alternative

R&B-pop, now anchored with lo-fi
guitar. Here, his sweet voice is
pronounced — exactly what his
most dedicated fans want to hear.

H “Devotion” ft. Dijon: Dijon is
a rising R&B voice; some fans
might be familiar with his 2021 de-
but album “Absolutely” or his con-
tribution to Bon Iver’s “SABLE,
fABLE” from earlier this year. He
makes for a standout collabora-
tion on “Swag,” a sweet song about
deepening affection.

B “Go Baby”: Bieber married
model Hailey Baldwin in 2018;
she’s long been source material
for his most loving tracks. “Go Ba-
by” is a standout for that reason.
“That’s my baby, she’s iconic,” he
opens the track, “iPhone case, lip
gloss on it,” referencing her
Rhode skin care and beauty
brand, which she sold to Elf Beau-
ty in a $1 billion deal.

B “Walking Away”: Marriage
isn’t easy; that’s clear on “Walking
Away,” a slightly more up-tempo
track where Bieber makes his de-
dication evident. It’s the perfect
song for dancing in the kitchen
with your partner.

B “AllI Can Take”: The throw-

AP

Justin Bieber has released his
seventh studio album and first in
four years, “Swag.”

back opener has a vintage groove
— echoes of Beiber’s early work,
now matured to reflect his current
adult reality. He sounds as sweet
asever in the prechorus, his decla-
ration of “Ooh, baby, don’t it feel
good? Baby, don’t it feel nice? /
Ooh, baby, don’t it feel good? You
don’t have to think twice.”

In 2023, Bieber sold the rights to
his music — all six of his albums,
including hits like “Sorry” and
“Baby” — to Hipgnosis, a U.K-
based music investment compa-
ny. The deal’s financial details
were not disclosed, but Billboard
Magazine reports that the sale was
worth an estimated $200 million.

By ANDREW DALTON
Associated Press

Larry David will bring his
grumbly sensibility to U.S. history
in a team-up with Barack and Mi-
chelle Obama for an HBO sketch
show, the network announced Ju-
ly 10.

The “Curb Your Enthusiasm”
creator and “Seinfeld” co-creator
will act as executive producer,
writer and star of the limited se-
ries consisting of six half-hour epi-
sodes, produced by the Obamas’
company, Higher Ground.

The show marks the 78-year-old
David’s return to HBO just over a
year after the end of the 12th and
final season of “Curb Your Enthu-
siasm.” His “Curb” showrunner
Jeff Schaffer will co-write and di-
rect episodes.

HBO did not give a premiere
date, but the show is meant to
mark the nation’s 250th anniver-
sary next year.

The untitled series’ description
is: “President and Mrs. Obama
wanted to honor America’s 250th
anniversary and celebrate the
unique history of our nation on
this special occasion. ... But then
Larry David called.”

Statements from those involved
suggest the tone it will take.

“Once ‘Curb’ ended, I celebrat-
ed with a three-day foam party.
After a violent
allergic reaction
to the suds, I
yearned to re-
turn to my sim-
ple life as a bee-
keeper, harvest-
& ing organic hon-
David ey from the

wildflowers in
my meadow,” David said. “Alas,
one day my bees mysteriously
vanished. And so, it is with a heavy
heart that I return to television,
hoping to ease the loss of my be-
loved hive.”

In his statement, Barack Obama
said, “I've sat across the table
from some of the world’s most dif-
ficult leaders and wrestled with
some of our most intractable prob-
lems. Nothing has prepared me
for working with Larry David.”

David, known for his sitcoms
and stand-up, was a writer and
star on ABC’s “Saturday Night
Live” knockoff “Fridays” in the
early 1980s, and later wrote brief-
ly for “SNL” itself.
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SCOREBOARD/OLYMPICS

TRANSACTIONS

Saturday’s transactions

. BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

BOSTON RED SOX — Placed RHP Hunter
Dobbins on the 15-day IL. Recalled RHP Ri-
chard Fitts from Worcester (IL).

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Optioned LHP
Fraser Ellard to Charlotte (IL). .

CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Optioned
RHP Nic Enright to Columbus (IL).

HOUSTON ASTROS — Sent RHP Cristian
Javier to FCL Astros on a rehab assign-

ment.

TEXAS RANGERS — Sent RHP Josh Sborz
to Round Rock (PCL) on a rehab assign-
ment.

National League

ATLANTA BRAVES — Placed 3B Austin Ri-
ley on the 10-day IL. Activated LHP Joey
Wentz. Recalled SS Nacho Alvarez Jr. from
Gwinnett (IL). Optioned RHP Nathan Wiles
to Gwinnett.

CHICAGO CUBS — Selected the contract
of RHP Brooks Kriske from lowa (IL). Op-
tioned LHP Jordan Wicks to lowa.

CINCINNATI REDS — Reinstated OF Jake
Fraley from the 10-day_ IL. Optioned 1B
C_r|1|r|sztI|La)n Encarnacion-Strand to Louis-
ville .

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Released 1B
Matt Gorski. .

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned RHP
Matt Svanson to Memphis (IL). Recalled
RHP Gordon Graceffo from Memphis.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Optioned RHP
Ryan Bergert to El Paso (PCL). Recalled
RHP Alek Jacob from El Paso.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

SAN ANTONIO SPURS — Re-signed G Jor-
dan McLaughlin to a contract.

Women'’s National Basketball
Association

LOS ANGELES SPARKS — Waived C Mer-
cedes Russell. . . -
MINNESOTALYNX — Waived F AlissaPili.

. SOCCER
Major League Soccer

FC DALLAS — Transferred F Le6 Chu to
FC Alverca (Portugal).
National Women’s Soccer League

CHICAGO STARS FC — Reinstated G
Mackenzie Wood from the D-45 injury list.

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA
Eastern Conference
W L Pct GB

New York 13 6 684 —
Atlanta 12 8 600 1%
Indiana 10 10 .500 3%
Washington 10 10 .500 3%
Chicago 7 13 350 6%
Connecticut 3 17 .150 10%

Western Conference
W L Pct GB

Minnesota 18 4 818 —
Phoenix 14 6 700 3
Seattle 13 8 619 4%
Golden State 10 10 500 7
Las Vegas 10 11 476 7%
Los Angeles 6 14 300 11
Dallas 6 15 .286 11%

Thursday’s games
Minnesota 91, Los Angeles 82
Washington 70, Las Vegas 68

Friday’s games
Indiana 99, Atlanta 82
Seattle 79, Connecticut 65

Saturday’s games
Chicago 87, Minnesota 81
Las Vegas 104, Golden State 102

Sunday’s games
Dallas at Indiana
Atlanta at New York

Connecticut at Los Angeles
Washington at Seattle

Monday’s games

Minnesota at Chicago
Phoenix at Golden State

PRO SOCCER

MLS

Western Conference

W L T Pts GF GA
San Diego FC 13 6 3 42 46 30
Minn. United 11 4 7 40 39 25
Vancouver 11 5 5 38 35 25
Seattle 9 6 6 33 31 28
Portland 9 5 6 33 30 28
LAFC 9 5 5 32 3 24
Colorado 810 5 29 27 33
San Jose 7 8 7 28 42 37
Austin FC 7 8 6 27 15 23
Houston 710 5 26 29 35
Real SaltLake 7 10 4 25 23 28
Sporting KC 6 11 5 23 35 41
FC Dallas 510 6 21 27 39
St Louis City 312 6 15 21 34
LA Galaxy 313 6 15 24 43

Eastern Conference
W L T Pts GF GA

Philadelphia 13 5 4 43 37 21
Cincinnati 13 6 3 42 35 31
Nashville 12 5 5 41 38 25
Columbus 11 3 8 41 38 29
Inter MiamiCF 11 3 5 38 44 30
Orlando City 9 5 8 35 40 29
NYC FC 9 8 4 31 271 24
New York 8 8 6 30 33 27
Charlotte FC 911 2 29 36 36
Chicago 8 9 4 28 40 38
New England 6 8 7 25 26 25
Atlanta 4 10 7 19 23 38
D.C. United 4 11 7 19 18 41
Toronto FC 411 6 18 24 29
CF Montréal 313 6 15 19 41

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Saturday’s games

Charlotte FC 2, New York City FC 0
CF Montréal 1, Orlando City 1, tie
Philadelphia 2, New York 0
Atlanta 1, Toronto FC 1, tie
Miami 2, Nashville 1

New England 0, Austin FC 0, tie
San Diego FC 2, Chicago 1
Seattle 3, Sporting Kansas City 2
Minnesota 4, San Jose 1
Columbus 4, Cincinnati 2
Colorado 3, Vancouver 0

Real Salt Lake 1, Houston 0

LA Galaxy 2, D.C. United 1

Los Angeles FC 2, FC Dallas 0

Sunday’s games
Portland at St Louis City

Wednesday’s games

Chicago at Atlanta

D.C. United at Charlotte FC
Miami at Cincinnati

New England at New York
New York City FC at Orlando City
CF Montréal at Philadelphia
Vancouver at Houston

Los Angeles FC at Minnesota
Columbus at Nashville
Colorado at Seattle

Austin FC at LA Galaxy

Real Salt Lake at Portland
Toronto FC at San Diego FC
FC Dallas at San Jose

Saturday, July 19

Charlotte FC at Atlanta

D.C. United at Columbus
Chicago at CF Montréal
Orlando City at New England
Miami at New York

St Louis City at FC Dallas
Philadelphia at Houston
New York City FC at Sporting Kansas City
Toronto FC at Nashville

San Jose at Seattle
Cincinnati at Real Salt Lake
LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC
Minnesota at Portland
Vancouver at San Diego FC

AP SPORTLIGHT

July 14

1951 — Citation is the first horse to win
$1 million in a career by takinﬁ the Holly-
wood Gold Cup by four lengths in Ingle-
wood, Calif. Citation retires after the race
with total earnings of $1,085,760.

1964 — Jacques Anquetil wins his fifth
Tour de France, his fourth straight title of
the cycling event.

1968 — Hank Aaron hits his 500th home
run off Mike McCormick as the Atlanta
Braves beat the San Francisco Giants 4-2.

1986 — Jane Geddes beats Sally Little in
an 18-hole playoff to take the U.S. Wom-
en’s Open championship.

2005 — In Oklahoma City, the United
States is beaten in an international soft-
ball game for the first time since 2002, los-
ing 2-1 to Canada in the inaugural World
Cup of Softball.

2009 — The American League continues
its dominance over the National League
with a 4-3 win in the All-Star game in St.
Louis’ Busch Stadium. The AL is 12-0-1 since
its 1996 defeat at Philadelphia, the longest
unbeaten streak in All-Star history.

2011 — Amateur Tom Lewis shoots arec-
ord 5-under 65 in the opening round of the
British Open. The 20-year-old Lewis posts
the lowest round ever by an amateur in
golf’s oldest major to pull even with Tho-
mas Bjorn at Royal St. George’s.

2013 — Jordan Spieth becomes the youn-
gest winner on the PGA Tour in 82 years.
The 19-year-old outlasts David Hearn and
Zach Johnson on the fifth hole of a playoff
towinthe John Deere Classic. He’'s the first
teenager to win since Ralph Guldahl took
the Santa Monica Open in 1931.

2015 — Mike Trout becomes the first
player in 38 years to lead off the All-Star
Game with a home run, and the American
League beats the National League 6-3 for
its 10th win in 13 years. Trout also be-
comes the first player to be selected the
game’s MVP two years in row.

2018 — Angelique Kerber claims her first
Wimbledon title with a 6-3, 6-3 victory over
seven-time champion Serena Williams.

2019 — English Mercedes driver Lewis
Hamilton wins a record sixth British For-
mula 1 Grand Prix at Silverstone.

U.S. OLYMPIC
& PARALYMPIC

TEAM U
ONE FOR /

U.S. OLYMPIC
ARALYMPIC

HALL OF

FAME

CLASS OF 2025

TEAM USA
ONE FOR ALL

Mark Reis, USOPC/AP

Former Olympic rower Anita DeFrantz, left, and I0C President Kirsty Coventry pose for a photo at the 2025
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Saturday.

DeFrantz among key women
inducted into Hall of Fame

By EpbpiE PELLS
Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
In some ways, one of the longest-
serving members of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, Anita
DeFrantz, paved the way for the
new president of the IOC, Kirsty
Coventry, to get to where she is to-
day.

That why Coventry, the first fe-
maleleader ofthe IOC, pulled abig
surprise Saturday. She traveled to
Colorado Springs to watch De-
Frantz, a trailblazing Olympic
rower in 1976 and I0C member
since 1986, get inducted into the
Team USA Hall of Fame.

“She opened up so many doors,
for me and for so many others,”
said Coventry, who took over as
president last month, in an inter-
view with The Associated Press
before the ceremony. “I'm ex-
tremely grateful for that. I know
that I’'ve got to make sure I do that
for other women.”

The 72-year-old DeFrantz is
part of a class that includes eight
individual women — among them
11-time Olympic medalist Allyson
Felix, four-time Olympic cham-
pion Serena Williams, three-time
Olympic champion Kerri Walsh
Jennings and 2012 all-around
gymnastics champion Gabby Dou-
glas.

Also inducted Saturday were
Bode Miller, Mike Krzyzewski,
Phil Knight, Steve Cash, Susan Ha-
gel, Flo Hyman and Marla Ru-
nyan, along with the 2010 four-
man bobsled team and the 2004
women’s wheelchair basketball
team.

Coventry showed up for De-
Frantz, who played an important
role in moving votes toward the

five-time Olympic swimmer from
Zimbabwe in the seven-person
race to succeed Thomas Bach ear-
lier this year.

This was one of Coventry’s first
big — albeit low-key — trips in the
new role, and DeFrantz was
shocked to see the new president
standing there as she got out of her
car to head into the ceremony at
the Broadmoor.

DeFrantz described herself as a
little lonely when she went to her
first IOC meeting in 1986.

“Iwalked in and I thought, ‘This
is odd,”” she said. “It was this ca-
vernous room” and she was one of
only five female committee mem-
bers there.

One of her main goals in becom-
ing a shaper of world sports policy:
“We had to help people open their
minds a little.”

While, in some ways, the Olym-
pics has been ahead of its time in
the effort to bring women into big-
time sports — 22 women partici-
pated in the 1900 Olympics while,
for instance, it took until 1981 for
the NCAA to sanction women’s
basketball — it has also shined a
global spotlight on some inequities
that have existed for decades.

Women’s rowing didn’t debut at
the Games until the 1976 Olympics
where DeFrantz and her team-
mates won bronze. Only last year
did the Olympics achieve gender
parity, with women making up half
of the approximately 10,500 ath-
letes, according to the IOC.

DeFrantz,avice president of the
1984 LA organizing committee,
helped spark that progress. She
served as chair ofthe IOC’s women
in sport commission for 20 years.
She became a member of the IOC
executive board in 1992 and was

elected as the I0OC’s first female
vice presidentin 1997.

A generation later, Felix began
her own fight to highlight the way
women were treated when they
became pregnant. She forced a
seismic change in contract terms
that, for decades, had given little
leeway to female track stars who
put careers on hold to have chil-
dren.

Felix is now a member of the
10C as well, following in the foot-
steps of both DeFrantz and Coven-
try as Olympic athletes who now
have seats at the decision-making
table.

“I feel really blessed to come af-
ter Anita and I’ve told her this
many times, she has paved the
way,” Felix said. “She’s a game-
changer. Just what she’s seen and
contributed to is incredible. For
someone like me, it’s just wanting
to carry on her legacy.”

DeFrantz’s honor comes at yet
another tenuous time for womenin
sports, punctuated by headline-
grabbing debates about eligibility
and gender testing in track, box-
ing, swimming and other sports
that will likely bring leaders like
Coventry and DeFrantz into the
mix.

Coventry said it’s important to
“protect the female category,” and
has signaled that the IOC will take
amore active role in setting guide-
lines for participation.

But for the 41-year-old presi-
dent, this was a night for celebrat-
ing a mentor who made her role in
today’s debates possible.

“It’s all about letting people
have opportunities,” DeFrantz
said. “You can’t make an Olym-
pian. But you can open the door to
possibilities.”
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MLB

Buxton’s cycle lifts Twins to victory

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — All-Star
center fielder Byron Buxton hit
for the cycle on his bobblehead
day, completing it with a solo
home run in the seventh inning,
and the Minnesota Twins routed
the Pittsburgh Pirates with a 12-4
victory.

Buxton hit a single in the firstin-
ning, a triple in the second and a
double in the third. He singled
again in the fifth before stepping to
the plate in the seventh for one
more chance at the first cycle ever
at Target Field, which opened in
2010.

“I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t
nervous before the game started,
just knowing it was bobblehead
day,” Buxton said. “Obviously you
want to come out and do some-
thing good.”

Facing Pirates reliever Andrew
Heaney, Buxton hit a solo homer
427 feet to center field to complete
the cycle — and send Target Field
into a frenzy. His timing was per-
fect, as Saturday’s giveaway at the
stadium was a Buxton bobblehead
of his “Buck Truck” home run cel-
ebration.

“It’s special,” Buxton said. “To
be able to come out on bobblehead
day like this and have a day like
this is something I won’t forget.”

Buxton’s homer came two days
before the Home Run Derby, in
which he’ll participate in his home
state of Georgia at Truist Park in
Atlanta.

Kody Clemens hit a three-run
homer in the Twins’ six-run sec-
ond inning. Matt Wallner and Willi
Castro each hit solo homers, with
Castro’s coming right after Bux-
ton’s momentous blast.

Guardians 6, White Sox 2: Kyle
Manzardo hit a tiebreaking home
run and All-Star Steven Kwan
drove in two runs to help visiting
Cleveland beat Chicago.

Manzardo’s solo shot in the sixth
off reliever Jordan Leasure (2-5)
gave the Guardians a 3-2 lead and
helped Tanner Bibee (5-9) secure
his first win since May 22.

Kwan had a sacrifice fly in the
seventh, and he added a RBI sin-
gle in the ninth as Cleveland won
for the fifth time in six games.

Cubs 5, Yankees 2: Matthew
Boyd won a matchup of All-Star
left-handers as Max Fried left
early because of yet another blis-
ter on his pitching hand, and visit-
ing Chicago stopped New York’s
five-game winning streak.

A first time All-Star, Boyd (10-3)
won his fourth straight start and
fifth consecutive decision, giving
up four hits in eight scoreless in-
nings with six strikeouts and no
walks. He threw 62 of 85 pitches
for strikes.

Braves 7, Cardinals 6: Sean
Murphy, Ronald Acuna Jr. and

s e

AgBIE PARR/AP

The Minnesota Twins’ Byron Buxton runs the bases after hitting a solo
home run to complete the cycle during the 7th inning against the
Pittsburgh Pirates on Saturday in Minneapolis. The Twins won 12-4.

Marcell Ozuna homered and visit-
ing Atlanta rallied against St.
Louis’ two top relievers for the
win.

Murphy, who hit the two longest
home runs of this season at Busch
Stadium on Friday night, put the
Braves ahead 6-S with a high drive
that cleared the glove of José Fer-
min as he leaped at the left-field
wall in the eighth.

Mariners 15, Tigers 7: Randy
Arozarena homered and scored
four times as visiting Seattle de-
feated Detroit.

Arozarena singled and scored in
the second, was hit by a pitch and
scored on Luke Raley’s homer in
the third, and singled and scored
in the seventh before hitting a two-
run homer in the eighth.

Dodgers 2, Giants 1: Michael
Conforto had three hits and scored
twice, Shohei Ohtani took another
encouraging step back on the
mound in his recovery from elbow
surgery and visiting Los Angeles
beat San Francisco to end a seven-
game losing streak.

Ohtani threw three scoreless in-
nings in his longest outing in a
Dodgers uniform since signing
with the team in 2023. He allowed
one hit and had four strikeouts.

Red Sox 1, Rays O: All-Star
Garrett Crochet pitched a three-
hitter with nine strikeouts for his

first career shutout and complete
game, leading host Boston past
Tampa Bay for its ninth straight
victory.

The 26-year-old Crochet (10-4),
a second-time All-Star, opted not
to pitch in the game Tuesday in At-
lanta so he could rest his arm for
the second part of the season. He
didn’t walk a batter in his 100-pitch
gem.

Marlins 6, Orioles 0: Janson
Junk allowed five hits over seven
innings to prevail in a pitcher’s
duel with former Miami standout
Trevor Rogers, Derek Hill drove
in two runs and Xavier Edwards
homered to help the visiting Mar-
lins beat Baltimore.

Junk (4-1) walked none and
struck out two in the longest outing
of his career. The right-hander
had only two perfect innings, but
repeatedly came up with the right
pitch when it mattered.

Reds 4, Rockies 3: Will Benson
tied it in the ninth inning with an
RBI triple and scored on second
baseman Orlando Arcia’s fielding
error to give host Cincinnati a win
over Colorado.

Rookies Ryan Ritter and Yan-
quiel Fernandez provided the of-
fense for the Rockies. Ritter, who
played in his first big league game
June 6, hit his first career home
run with Fernandez on in the third

inning. Fernandez had three hits,
including an RBI double in the
seventh inning.

Brewers 6, Nationals 5: Caleb
Durbin hit an RBI single with one
out in the ninth inning to cap a
three-run rally and give host Mil-
waukee a win over Washington for
its sixth consecutive victory.

Pinch-runner Andruw Monas-
terio took third on a groundout.
Brice Turang was walked inten-
tionally and advanced to second
on defensive indifference. Durbin
then sliced a singled down the
right-field line.

Mets 3, Royals 1: Juan Soto ho-
mered to lead visiting New York
past Kansas City.

Soto’s two-run shot into the right
field fountains opened the scoring
in the fourth. Over his last 20
games, he has nine home runs and
19 RBIs.

Padres 5, Phillies 4: Jackson
Merrill broke out of a slump with
two home runs off All-Star Zack
Wheeler, and Manny Machado hit
a go-ahead sacrifice fly in the sev-
enth inning for host San Diego,
which won its second straight
game against Philadelphia.

Merrill hadn’t homered since
May 27, a span of 35 games. He hit
a two-run, opposite-field shot to
left center with one out in the sec-
ond to tie the game at 2. His solo
shot to right center with one out in
the sixth tied the game at 4.

Astros 5, Rangers 4 (11): Zack
Short hit a walk-off RBI single in
the 11th inning after Christian
Walker tied it with a sacrifice fly
and host Houston beat Texas.

Short hit a 1-1 pitch to right field
off Hoby Milner after Robert Gar-
cia (1-5) walked two to load the
bases.

Angels 10, Diamondbacks 5:
Mike Trout homered and had a
two-run single to close in on two
milestones, Yusei Kikuchi (4-6)
overcame Eugenio Suarez’s two
home runs and host Los Angeles
beat Arizona on Saturday night.

Trout hit his 17th home run of
the season in the fifth, a two-run
shot, then capped off a four-run
eighth with his second hit. He fin-
ished the game with 395 career
homers and 994 RBIs.

Athletics 4, Blue Jays 3: Brent
Rooker hit a go-ahead two-run
homer in the fifth inning and Ma-
son Miller struck out Ernie Cle-
ment and George Springer looking
with the tying run on second in the
ninth inning as the host Athletics
beat Toronto.

Miller walked pinch hitter Joey
Loperfidoleading off the ninth and
Nathan Lukes bunted him to sec-
ond. Miller fanned Clement with a
103.3 mph fastball and Springer on
a slider after topping 102 on his
two previous pitches — both
strikes.

Scoreboard

American League

East Division
w L Pct GB

Toronto 55 40 .579 -
New York 53 42 .558 2
Boston 52 45 .536 4
Tampa Bay 50 46 .521 5%
Baltimore 43 51 457 11%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Detroit 59 37 .615 —
Minnesota 47 48 495 11%
Kansas City 46 50 .479 13
Cleveland 45 49 479 13
Chicago 32 64 .333 27

West Division
w L Pct GB

Houston 56 39 .589 -
Seattle 50 45 .526 6
Los Angeles 47 48 495 9
Texas 47 49 490 9%
Athletics 40 57 .412 17

National League

East Division
w L Pct GB
New York 55 41 573 -
Philadelphia 54 41 .568 V2
Miami 43 51 457 11
Atlanta 42 52 .447 12
Washington 38 57 .400 16%

Central Division
w L Pct GB

Chicago 56 39 .589 -
Milwaukee 55 40 .579 1
St. Louis 50 46 .521 6%
Cincinnati 49 47 510 V2
Pittsburgh 38 58 .396 18%2

West Division
w L Pct GB

Los Angeles 57 39 .594 -
San Diego 52 43 547 4%
San Francisco 52 44 542 5
Arizona 46 50 .479 11
Colorado 22 73 .232 34%

Friday’s games

Cleveland 4-4, Chicago White Sox 2-5
Baltimore 5, Miami 2

N.Y. Yankees 11, Chicago Cubs 0
Colorado 3, Cincinnati 2

Seattle 12, Detroit 3

Boston 5, Tampa Bay 4

N.Y. Mets 8, Kansas City 3

Texas 7, Houston 3

Minnesota 2, Pittsburgh 1
Milwaukee 8, Washington 3
Atlanta 6, St. Louis 5

L.A. Angels 6, Arizona 5

San Diego 4, Philadelphia 2
Toronto 7, Athletics 6

San Francisco 8, L.A. Dodgers 7

Saturday’s games

Minnesota 12, Pittsburgh 4
Cleveland 6, Chicago White Sox 2
Chicago Cubs 5, N.Y. Yankees 2
Atlanta 7, St. Louis 6

Seattle 15, Detroit 7

L.A. Dodgers 2, San Francisco 1
Boston 1, Tampa Bay 0

Miami 6, Baltimore 0
Cincinnati 4, Colorado 3
Milwaukee 6, Washington 5
N.Y. Mets 3, Kansas City 1

San Diego 5, Philadelphia 4
Houston 5, Texas 4, 11 innings
L.A. Angels 10, Arizona 5
Athletics 4, Toronto 3

Sunday’s games

Chicago Cubs at N.Y. Yankees
Miami at Baltimore

Tampa Bay at Boston
Colorado at Cincinnati
Seattle at Detroit

Cleveland at Chicago White Sox
N.Y. Mets at Kansas City
Pittsburgh at Minnesota
Texas at Houston
Washington at Milwaukee
Atlanta at St. Louis

Toronto at Athletics

Arizona at L.A. Angels
Philadelphia at San Diego

Monday’s games
No games scheduled
Calendar

July 13-15 — Amateur draft, Atlanta

July 14 — Home Run Derby, Atlanta

July 15 — All-Star Game, Atlanta

July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, Coo-
perstown, N.Y.

July 31 — Last day during the season to
trade a player, 6 p.m. EDT

Aug. 2 — Atlanta vs. Cincinnati, Bristol,
Tenn.

Aug. 17 — New York Mets vs. Seattle at
Williamsport, Pa.
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MLB ALL-STAR GAME

Skenes,

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Pittsburgh’s Paul
Skenes will start his second
straight All-Star Game for the Na-
tional League and Detroit’s Tarik
Skubal will open for the American
League on Tuesday night at Truist
Park.

Major League Baseball made
the announcement Saturday
night.

Skenes will become the first
pitcher to start consecutive All-
Star Games since Washington’s
Max Scherzer and Boston’s Chris
Sale in 2017 and ‘18. Sale started
three in a row beginning in 2016.

Skenes and Skubal are 1-2 in av-
erage four-seam fastball velocity
among those with 1,500 or more
pitches this season. Skenes is at
98.2 mph and Skubal is at 97.6
mph, according to MLB Statcast.

Skenes worked around Juan So-
to’s walk in a scoreless first at Ar-
lington, Texas, last year, throwing
at up to 100.1 mph. He made the
start after just 11 major league ap-
pearances, the fewest for an All-
Star.

Skubal pitched a perfect second
inning in his first All-Star appear-
ance last year, following Balti-
more’s Corbin Burnes to the
mound.

A 23-year-old right-hander,
Skenes is 4-8 despite a major
league-best 2.01 ERA for the Pi-
rates, who are last in the NL Cen-
tral. The 2024 NL Rookie of the
Year has 131 strikeouts and 30

Skubal named startin

ABBIE PARR/AP

In just his second MLB season, Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher Paul Skenes will make his second All-Star start
Tuesday in Atlanta. Skenes finished the first half with a 2.01 ERA and and 131 strikeouts in 121 innings.

walks in 131 innings.

Skubal, a 28-year-old left-han-
der, is the reigning AL Cy Young
Award winner. He is 10-3 with a
2.23 ERA, striking out 153 and
walking 16 in 121 innings.

In other All-Star news, the addi-
tion of Milwaukee Brewers rookie
phenom pitcher Jacob Misiorow-
ski to the National League All-Star
team drew mixed reactions
around Major League Baseball.

Some players and fans quickly

took to social media to express
their frustrations over a player
with only five starts in the majors
being added to the NL roster in-
stead of other players who have
put up as good, if not better, num-
bers during the first half of the
season.

If Misiorowski pitches Tuesday,
he would eclipse Skenes’ mark for
the fewest major league appear-
ances by a player in an All-Star
Game.

Dodgers prospect De Paula’s homer
powers NL to win in Futures Game

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Josue De Paula
hit a three-run homer in a four-run
fourth inning and the National
League beat the American League
4-2 on Saturday in the All-Star Fu-
tures Game featuring top prospec-
ts.

The National League is 4-1-1
since the Futures Game moved
from a U.S. vs. World format to AL
vs. NL in 2019.

Noah Schultz, a left-hander in
the Chicago White Sox’s organiza-
tion, gave up four hits and four
runs, including the line-drive
homer by De Paula that traveled
416 feet to right-center. De Paula,
an outfielder, plays for Class A
Great Lakes in the Los Angeles
Dodgers’ organization.

De Paula, selected the game’s
Most Valuable Player, said the
homer is “definitely a motivator”
in his path to the major leagues.

“For me mentally, a big mo-
ment,” De Paula said. “It proved
to me, especially to myself, who I
really am.”

Schultz then gave up a single to
LuJames Groover, who scored on

Owen Caissie’s double to left field.

New York Yankees infield pros-
pect George Lombard Jr., the son
of Detroit Tigers bench coach
George Lombard, walked, stole
second base and scored on Braden
Montgomery’s groundout in the
third to give the AL a 1-0 lead.
Lombard also had a double.

Josue Bricefio, a Double-A
catcher for Detroit, tripled and
scored on Sebastian Walcott’s sac-
rifice fly in the fourth to push the
lead to 2-0.

Chill bumps for Chipper

Two former Atlanta stars, Chip-
per Jones and Marquis Grissom,
were the managers for the NL and
AL, respectively.

Jones was an eight-time All-
Star third baseman who spent his
entire career with Atlanta before
becoming a first-ballot Hall of
Fame inductee in 2018.

Jones and Grissom were team-
mates on Atlanta’s 1995 World Se-
ries championship team. Grissom
caught a fly ball in center field for
the clinching final out in the win
over Cleveland.

“You can’t measure my chill

bumps right now with a yard
stick,” Jones said when asked
about the memory of watching
Grissom “just glide to it and know-
ing that he’s got a bead on it and
this puppy’s over, it was like it was
happening in slow motion.”

For starters

Right-hander JR Ritchie, an At-
lanta prospect who has pitched for
High-A Rome and Double-A Co-
lumbus this season, because the
10th pitcher to start a Futures
Game in his organization’s home
park.

Ritchie had two strikeouts in a
scoreless first inning.

Ritchie said he received a phone
call from Jones telling him he
would start.

“It was unbelievable,” Ritchie
said. “I never thought Chipper
Jones would call me.”

Left-hander Parker Messick,
who is with Cleveland’s Triple-A
Columbus, had a scoreless first in-
ning for the AL.

Father and son
Grissom’s son, Marquis Gris-
som Jr., a right-hander for the

Dodgers manager Dave Ro-
berts, who will manage the NL
squad in Atlanta, is on the opposite
end of the spectrum.

Roberts made it clear that he
had no voice in selecting Misio-
rowski but sees the move as a posi-
tive, given the entertainment val-
ue of the Midsummer Classic.

“The All-Star Game is about the
fans,” Roberts said. “Yes, this kid
hasn’t pitched a whole lot in the
big leagues but I do think it sparks

pitchers

some more excitement, seeing the
velocity.”

The 23-year-old, who is 4-1 with
a 2.81 ERA, quickly gained atten-
tion when he threw a 100.S mph
fastball for his first pitch in the big
leagues.

Brewers manager Pat Murphy
said he understood the backlash
from around the league, but sees it
as giving fans what they want.

“People want to see Miz pitch,”
Murphy said. “He’s the new shiny
toy in the league. It’s not deserv-
ing, that has nothing to do with it.
He’s been given this opportunity.
It’s not his fault.

“This wasn’t a fly by night deci-
sion. This is something they
thought through. I think it would
be really tough for the kid to say no
to that.”

Murphy likened Misiorowski to
former Detroit Tigers pitcher
Mark “The Bird” Fidrych.

Fidrych was an All-Star his first
two seasons in the majors, a
unique player who would often
talk to the ball while on the mound.

Fans embraced Fidrych and his
eccentricities because he had the
stuff on the mound to back it up.
He pitched 24 complete games as
a rookie in 1976, including back-
to-back games when he logged 11
innings each time.

“From what I know of The Bird,
it just seems that he was really au-
thentic and really super talented,”
Murphy said. “There’s some par-
allels there for sure.”

Dodgers prospect Josue De Paula hit a three-run home run in the All-Star
Futures Game, which proved to be the difference in the NL’s 4-2 win.

Washington Nationals’ Triple-A
Rochester, gave up one run in one
inning for the NL while his father
was in the opposing dugout. He
said he was looking forward to
bragging about the win to his fa-
ther.

“Helost!” Grissom Jr. said. “He
took the L so he better be ready
when I get home!”

“I'm just happy to be a part of
this, and get a chance to see my
son, all the work he’s put in to be a
part of this and excel his baseball
career,” the elder Grissom said,
adding the chance “to be around
the future stars of the game, it

doesn’t really get any better than
that for me.”

Switch-pitcher skills

Seattle minor leaguer Jurran-
gelo Cijntje showed off his switch-
pitching skills in his scoreless sec-
ond inning for the AL.

He recorded a strikeout against
Jestis Made while pitching from
the right side, when threw from
the left side while coaxing a fly
ball from De Paula before giving
up a single to LuJames Groover,
again from the right side and then
switching yet again to strike out
Joe Mack and end the inning.
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LAURENT CIPRIANI/AP

Grace Kim, of Australia, plays on the fourth hole during the last round of the Evian Championship women’s
tournament in Evian, eastern France, on Sunday. Kim forced a playoff and went on to win her first major title.

Kim gets first major win
after stunning Evian finish

Associated Press

EVIAN-LES-BAINS, France —
Grace Kim always dreamed of
winning a major on the LPGA
Tour. What happened Sunday in a
wild final hour at the Evian Cham-
pionship was beyond her imagina-
tion.

“I don’t know how it happened,
really,” Kim said after an eagle-
birdie-eagle finish to win on the
second playoff hole against Jeeno
Thitikul.

A final round at Evian Resort
that nearly saw Lottie Woad be-
come the first amateur to win a
major in S8 years ended with Kim
standing upright after her 12-foot
eagle putt dropped, with her hand
over her mouth, motionless as she
tried to digest what had tran-
spired.

Two shots behind on the final
hole, Kim hit a4-hybrid so perfect-
ly that it slowed at the top of a slope
behind the flag and rolled back to 2
feet for an eagle and a 4-under 67
to force a playoff with Thitikul.

Kim’s approach to the par-S
18th in a playoff bounced off a cart
path, over rocks and into the wa-
ter, while Thitikul was in good po-
sition to make birdie. Tournament
over? Not quite. Kim pitched over
the pond and across the green and
into the cup for birdie to stay alive.

“I was pretty bummed to find
out that my ball was in the middle
of the water. But, again, it’s not
quite finished until the very end,”
Kim said. “Just wanted to make

sure I got it there. Yeah, just hap-
pened to have chipped it in. I don’t
know if I can do it again.”

Back to the 18th for a third time
— twice in the playoff — the Aus-
tralian again hit 4-hybrid to 12
feet. Thitikul, who missed an 8-
foot birdie putt in regulation for
the win, missed the green to the
left and chipped to S feet. She nev-
er had to putt.

Kim holed the eagle putt to cap-
ture her first major, and second
LPGA title.

She is a four-time winner of
Karrie Webb’s scholarship, which
entails spending time with Austra-
lia’s greatest golf champion. Kim
was at Hazeltine in 2021 when
Hannah Green won the Women’s
PGA. She is the second straight
Aussie to win a major, following
Minjee Lee.

“It’s a huge achievement for
me,” Kim said. “I’ve had a lot of
doubts early this year. I was kind
of losing motivation. I kind of had
to get some hard conversations
done with the team. Yeah, kind of
had to wake up a little bit. So to be
sitting here next to this trophy is
definitely surreal.”

It was a big setback for Thitikul,
who along with Ai Miyazato is the
only woman to have reached No. 1
in the world ranking without win-
ning a major.

Thitikul’s biggest challenge had
been Woad, the No. 1 amateur who
was coming off a win in the Irish
Women’s Open and at one point

had the lead on the back nine of
Evian Resort. She closed with 64
and then waited to see if that
would be enough.

Woad was bidding to become
the first amateur to win a major
since Catherine Lacoste at the
1967 U.S. Women’s Open.

Thitikul birdied the 17th to take
the lead, and the Thai player was
on the verge of her first major
when she laid up short of the pond
and hit wedge into 8 feet on the fi-
nal hole.

But then Kim appeared with the
sublime 4-hybrid to 2 feet for ea-
gle. Thitikul’s birdie putt for the
win just missed to the right and
she shot 67 to join Kim at 14-under
270.

“I think I’'m so proud of myself
on battling out there today,” Thiti-
kul said.

Woad had mixed emotions at
the end, happy about her opportu-
nity to play the LPGA but
bummed about not getting birdie
on the 455-yard closing hole.

“I’'m going to be thinking about
one shot probably for a while, but
I’'m very happy how I played to-
day,” said Woad, who won the Au-
gusta National Women’s Amateur
in 2024. “Great week.”

Kim’s victory extended what is
already a record streak in the
LPGA Tour’s 75-year history, the
18th consecutive tournament to
start a season with a different win-
ner. It also makes 13 different win-
ners in the last 13 majors.

FIFA, players’ unions
reach consensus on
rest between matches

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
Associated Press

FIFA said several players’ rep-
resentative groups and the sport’s
governing body have reached a
consensus on the need for a period
of rest of 72 hours between match-
es, and agreed that players should
have a minimum of 21 days of holi-
days at the end of each season.

It was unclear, though, whether
the consensus would lead to a
binding agreement since FIF-
PRO, the sport’s global players’
union, did not take part in the dis-
cussions.

FIFA did not immediately say
which groups attended the talks on
the eve of Sunday’s Club World
Cup final between PSG and Chel-
sea, mentioning “representatives
of several player unions from
around the world.”

The tournament was held dur-
ing the European offseason and
hasfaced criticism from unions, as
an increased focus on player wel-
fare has been leading to calls for
mandatory rest periods and a
greater emphasis on player safety
during matches.

Days before the start of the
month-long Club World Cup, soc-
cer chiefs faced renewed calls to
safeguard players over growing
fears of injuries and burnout. Last
month, France’s union of profes-
sional soccer players launched a
scathing attack on the competi-
tion, sayingitis “urgent to stop this
massacre” amid ongoing concerns
about extreme player workloads.

FIFA president Gianni Infanti-
no and other officials from soc-
cer’s governing body met with
representatives of players’ unions
from around the world in New
York. FIFA hailed the discussions
as “progressive,” adding that
players’ health is a “top priority.”

“There is a consensus that there
must be atleast 72 hours of rest be-
tween matches, and that players
should have a rest period/holiday

NS

of atleast 21 days at the end of each
season,” FIFA said. “This period
should be managed individually
by each club and the respective
players also depending on their
match calendars and taking into
account applicable collective
agreements.”

Enforcing a 72-hour period
strictly could mean big adjust-
ments to some game schedules
and TV deals. FIFA didn’tindicate
how it would work in practice. Eu-
ropean teams playing in the Euro-
pa League late Thursday evening
routinely play domestic league
games the following Sunday. With
a strict 72-hour break, they might
have to wait until Monday to play
again.

That would be amajor headache
for the German Bundesliga. It
abolished Monday evening games
in 2021 after years of protests by
fans who wanted easier-to-attend
weekend kickoffs. When it intro-
duced the unpopular Monday
kickoffs four season earlier, the
German league argued it would
mean more rest for Europa
League teams.

The new Bundesliga TV deal
starting next season also doesn’t
include any Monday games.

FIFA added that a rest day per
week should also be allowed and
that travel demands as well as cli-
mate conditions will also factor in-
to future competition planning.

The Club World Cup involving
32 of the world’s top teams has
faced pushback since FIFA an-
nounceditwould beadded toanal-
ready saturated calendar. The
tournament should be played ev-
ery four years, sandwiched in be-
tween the men’s World Cup, Euro-
pean Championship and Copa
America. It went ahead against the
backdrop of legal challenges in
Europe, strike threats and repeat-
ed concerns over players’ mental
and physical welfare due to too
many games.

\\

-

CHRis SzacoLa/AP

FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks at a welcoming event for the
Club World Cup tournament April 10 in Philadelphia.
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The United States’ Amanda Anisimova, right, leaves the court after losing to Poland’s Iga Swiatek during
the women'’s singles final at Wimbledon in London on Saturday.

Anisimova shows gratitude
after dropping title match

By HowarDp FENDRICH
Associated Press

LONDON — Amanda Anisimo-
va kept apologizing to the specta-
tors at Centre Court — for her per-
formance in a 6-0, 6-0 loss to Iga
Swiatek in the Wimbledon final
and for the emotions that made it
hard to deliver a speech after-
ward.

Through it all, Anisimova, a 23-
year-old American in her first ma-
jor title match, made sure to thank
her mother for making a rare trip
to watch her daughter play in per-
son.

“My mom is the most selfless
person I know, and she’s done ev-
erything to get me to this point in
my life,” said Anisimova, whose
father died in 2019 when she was
17.

Then, turning to address her
mother, Anisimova continued as
her eyes welled with tears: “So
thank you for being here and
breaking the superstition of flying
in.”

And then in a tongue-in-cheek
reference to her S7-minute defeat,
Anisimova said with a laugh, “It’s
definitely not why I lost today.”

“I’'m so happy that I get to share
this moment and for you to be here

“l know | didn't
have enough
today, but I'm
going to keep
putting in the
work.”

Amanda Anisimova
Wimbledon runner-up

and witness this in person. I know
you don’t get to see me live, play-
ing, that much anymore, because
you do so much for my sister and I,
and you always have,” Anisimova
said. “I love you so much.”

Just participating in a Grand
Slam final — after eliminating No.
1-ranked Aryna Sabalenka in the
semifinals, to boot — represented
quite a success for Anisimova, a
23-year-old who was born in New
Jersey and grew up in Florida
from age 3.

She was a top player in her
teens, beating Coco Gauff in the
2017 U.S. Open junior final, and
quickly made a mark as a profes-

sional by reaching the French
Open quarterfinals two years lat-
er.

In May 2023, she announced she
was taking a mental health break
from the tour because of burnout.

Anisimova returned to action in
2024, but her ranking of 189th just
12 months ago was too low to get
into the field automatically at an
event like Wimbledon, so she un-
successfully attempted to qualify
for the tournament.

“No matter what happened to-
day,” Swiatek told her, “you
should be proud of the work you’re
doing.”

On Saturday, she became just
the second woman in the Open
era, which beganin1968,togettoa
Grand Slam final a year after los-
ing in qualifying. And now she will
break into the top 10 for the first
time.

After the match, she told her
team she appreciates them for
“just taking care of me” during
“the whole journey it’s been, this
whole past year.”

“I know I didn’t have enough to-
day, but I’'m going to keep putting
in the work,” Anisimova said.
“And I always believe in myself,
so I hope to be back here one day.”

Difficulties: Victory
puts former No. 1 seed
back on winning track

FROM PAGE 24

on a good path, you can always get
back to it if you put enough effort
and you have good people around
you.”

There was a not-long-ago
stretch in which she was consi-
dered far-and-away the best in
women’s tennis.

“She’s an unbelievable player,”
Anisimova said.

Adding to Slams

Swiatek held the No. 1 ranking
for most of the past three seasons.
She put together a 37-match win-
ning streak in 2022 that included
six tournament titles until it ended
— where else? — at Wimbledon.

She won five Grand Slam titles,
four on the red clay at the French
Open and one on the hard courts
at the U.S. Open, and established
herself as a bona fide star.

Except there was always the
matter of what went on when
Swiatek played on grass. Zero ti-
tles. Zero finals. One quarterfinal
run at the All England Club.

The questions kept arising,
from herself and from others.
Then those doubts spread to other
events and other surfaces.

Swiatek left the 2024 Olympics,
held at Roland-Garros, with a
bronze medal after losing in the
semifinals. She departed Wimble-
don last year in the third round,
the U.S. Open in the quarterfinals.
She exited the French Open last
month in the semifinals, ending
her bid for a fourth consecutive
championship there.

In all, Swiatek went more than a
year without reaching a final any-
where.

Ban weighed heavy

Then there was the matter of a

one-month doping ban she accept-
ed after failing an out-of-competi-
tion drug test. The International
Tennis Integrity Agency accepted
her explanation that the result
was unintentional and caused by
the contamination of a non-pre-
scription medication she was tak-
ing for issues with jet lag and
sleeping.

“The second half of last year
was extremely challenging for
me, especially due to the positive
doping test and how circumstanc-
es completely beyond my control
took away my chance to fight for
the highest sport goals at the end
of the season,” Swiatek wrote in a
social media post in March, add-
ing that the episode “forced me to
rearrange certain things within
myself.”

Eventually, Swiatek was able to
Saturday, “I came back to being
my old kind of self,” even if she
still is “way more scared about
eating something that will be con-
taminated.”

On June 12, a month to the day
before facing Anisimova — Swia-
tek checked her phone’s calendar
to be sure — and a week after her
26-match French Open winning
streak came to a close, it was time
to get to work.

Swiatek headed to the Spanish
island of Mallorca to practice on
grass. Next up was a trip to Ger-
many for more training before en-
tering a tournament there. She
made it all the way to that final be-
fore ultimately losing and tearing
up during the post-match ceremo-
ny.

Two weeks later, at Wimbledon,
Swiatek was all smiles, and as she
left her last interview of the day,
she joked: “That was a good ther-
apy session.”

Kin CHEUNG/AP

Iga Swiatek serves to Amanda Anisimova during the Wimbledeon final
match Saturday. Swiatek won her first Wimbledon title, sixth Grand
Slam championship overall and first since last year’s French Open.
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Overcoming difficulties

Swiatek weathers challenging year involving doping case, title drought
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KiN CHEUNG/AP
Poland’s Iga Swiatek celebrates after beating Amanda Anisimova, of the U.S., to win the women’s singles final at Wimbledon in London on Saturday.

By Howarp FENDRICH
Associated Press

LONDON — For weeks while
back home in Warsaw last year,
Iga Swiatek hung out with friends
and made new ones, but didn’t
dare tell them about a doping case
that was hanging over her.

“Obviously, in the back of my
mind,” she said Saturday evening
atthe All England Club, “I had this
thing.”

There was more going on, too,
and she only opened up to her
family and her team. A coaching
change. A long-for-her title
drought. A ranking drop. Her
grandfather’s passing.

“It all (happened) together,”
Swiatek said. “It wasn’t easy.”

And so, in some ways, the Wim-
bledon championship Swiatek
claimed Saturday with a 6-0, 6-0
victory — yes, read that score
again —in 57 minutes over Aman-
da Anisimova could be viewed as
more than merely a significant on-
court result.

Multiple surfaces

It mattered, of course, that
Swiatek finally conquered grass
courts, in general, and that venue,
in particular. That the 24-year-old
from Poland became the youngest
woman with at least one major tro-
phy on all three surfaces since
2002, when Serena Williams did it
at age 20. That Swiatek now needs
only an Australian Open title to
complete a career Grand Slam.

In the bigger picture, though,
this triumph followed a difficult
12-plus months and provided the
following takeaway, in Swiatek’s
words: “The lesson is just that
even when you feel like you’re not

SEE DIFFICULTIES ON PAGE 23
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