NHL
Ovechkin set for
21st season, first

after turning 40
Page 24

MILITARY
VFW to offer
cannabis drinks

at local posts
Page 5

FACES
Hendrix of ‘Parent
Trap’ lives out dreams

_ondance competition
Page 15

Italy drives dip in Europe’s desire for bigger military budgets » pag.:

OTARSH,#STRIPES

stripes on

Volume 84 Edition 125 ©SS 2025 THURSDAY, OcTOBER 9, 2025

ERL12F4A5H  B=EEEWERR BT (AR
TP BRI T106-0032 WREHEXSAA7TBE23HE175  FEffi ¥ 50

50¢/Free to Deployed Areas

4 ;J‘B -! i‘- 1
ERIN HooLEY/AP

Troops, including from the Texas National Guard, arrive at the U.S. Army Reserve Center in Elwood, lll., a suburb of Chicago, on Tuesday.

Guard arrives in lllinois

Roughly 200 troops from Texas to spend up to two months on deployment

By Rosk L. THAYER
Stars and Stripes

AUSTIN, Texas — Texas Na-
tional Guard troops have arrived
in Illinois, where they will spend
up to two months protecting feder-
al functions, personnel and prop-
erty despite opposition from state
and local officials.

Texas sent roughly 200 mem-
bers of its National Guard, who are
working on federal orders under

presidential authorization, ac-
cording to a Pentagon official. Ap-
proximately 300 soldiers from
various units of the Illinois Nation-
al Guard also have been activated,
according to a statement from U.S.
Northern Command.

Troops are staging at an Army
Reserve center south of Chicago
ahead of expected deployment in-
to the city, where federal law en-
forcement have been conducting

enhanced immigration-related
raids, according to the Associated
Press.

Their arrival follows weeks of
President Donald Trump threat-
ening such action over what he has
described as crime and lawless-
ness in Chicago in response to the
immigration raids. He also said
last week before a meeting of the
military’s top officers that they
should use ‘“dangerous cities”

such as Chicago as “training
grounds for our military.”

Trump approved the deploy-
ment of troops Saturday while al-
so attempting to send hundreds
more to Portland, Ore., which has
also seen immigration-related
protests. However, a federal
judge blocked that effort. Illinois
and Chicago have also sued to

SEE ILLINOIS ON PAGE 7

Task force to
seek fixes for
ISsues with

base housing

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

A new Pentagon barracks task
force unveiled this week is
charged with tackling the mili-
tary’s persistent base housing
woes, with Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth demanding a strate-
gy within 30 days.

Speaking to an audience of new
recruits Tuesday at Naval Air Sta-
tion Oceana in Virginia, Hegseth
said the task force also will ensure
that unit commanders are empo-
wered to act on quality-of-life is-
sues facing troops.

“It is simply unacceptable that
in some cases, our warriors con-
tinue to live in substandard hous-
ing,” Hegseth said, adding that ev-
ery service member “deserves
housing that is clean, comfortable
and safe.”

Hegseth cited a 2023 Govern-
ment Accountability Office report
that detailed the squalid living
conditions of some troops as one of
the factors behind the formation
of the task force.

The GAO investigation detailed
an array of problems — such as
raw sewage overflows, mold and
rodent infestations — that under-

SEE FIXES ON PAGE 6

ScotT STURKOL/U.S. Army

A new $28.08 miillion barracks
building is under construction at
Fort McCoy, Wis.
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Tesla offers cheaper versions of 2 electric vehicles

Associated Press

NEW YORK — Tesla rolled out
new, cheaper versions of two of its
electric car models on Tuesday in
hopes the offerings will help re-
vive flagging sales but investors
dumped its stock anyway.

The new Model Y, costing just
under $40,000 with a stripped-
down interior, comes in a brutal
year for Tesla as it tries to attract
more customers despite an aging
lineup, stiff competition from for-
eign EV makers and anti-Elon
Musk boycotts.

The reaction from the stock
market after the news broke sug-
gests the new models are not ex-
pected to help much.

“Investors were looking for
something truly different, not an
iteration of a old product,” said
Edmunds analyst Ivan Drury,
speaking as Tesla stock dropped
sharply in the last minutes of trad-
ing.

Tesla also announced a cheaper
version of its Model 3 for under
$37,000. For New York residents
taking advantage of a state rebate,

the price was below $35,000.

Tesla has talked about a cheap-
er car to appeal to more cost-con-
scious consumers for years,
though the two new “standard”
models are priced well above the
$25,000 price tag promised.

Compared to previous models,
the new Model Y comes with a
shorter 321-mile driving range,
fewer audio speakers and a fabric
interior, not microsuede. The
model also lacks a panoramic
glass roof and a touchscreen in the
second row.

Military rates
Euro costs (Oct. 9) 0.84
British pound (Oct. 9) $1.31
Japanese yen (Oct. 9) 143.00
South Korean won (Oct. 9) 1365.00
Ci cial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) 0.3744
Britain (Pound) 1.3425
Canada (Dollar) 1.3947
China (Yuan) 7.119
Denmark (Krone) 6.4179
Egypt (Pound) 47.4905
Euro 0.8595
Hong Kong (Dollar) 7.7819
Hungary (Forint) 336.623
Israel (Shekel) 3.2838
Japan (Yen) 152.591
Kuwait (Dinar) 0.3061
Norway (Krone) 9.9727
Philippines (Peso) 57.99
Poland (Zloty) 3.6589
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) 3.7468
Singapore (Dollar) 1.2949
South Korea (Won) 1422.46

Switzerland (Franc) 0.801
Thailand (Baht) 32.469
Turkey (NewLira) 41.7127

(Military exchange rates are those available
to customers at military banking facilities in the
country ofissuance for Japan, South Korea, Ger-
many, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., pur-
chasing British pounds in Germany), check with
your local military banking facility. Commercial
rates areinterbankrates provided for reference
when buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the British
pound, which is represented in dollars-to-
pound, and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

Prime rate 7.25
Interest Rates Discount rate 4.25
Federal funds market rate 4.12
3-month bill 3.94
30-year bond 4.73
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EUROPE

Military spending has lower support in Italy

By JENNIFER H. Svan
Stars and Stripes

Europeans are less inclined to
support defense spending in-
creases than they were a year and
a half ago, according to a new sur-
vey taken shortly after NATO’s
historic shootdown of a Russian
drone swarm in Poland.

But with 67% of respondents
backing bigger defense budgets,
the poll shows that residents on
the Continent are still largely on
board with the repeated calls for
alliance members to spend more
on their militaries.

In addition, the downtick from
the 74% support recorded by re-

search firm Polling Europe in
April 2024 was driven largely by
Italy, whose defense budget has
consistently ranked among the
lowest of Europe’s major powers.

The results of the new survey
were shared in a report this week
by Euractiv, a Brussels-based
media network that specializes in
European Union affairs.

The research firm Polling Eu-
rope collected 5,400 survey re-
sponses from Sept. 17-19, days af-
ter Poland said about 20 Russian
drones had entered its airspace.

NATO scrambled fighter jets,
resulting in the first-ever shoot-
down by the bloc of an aerial

threat over allied territory.

The response to the question
“should EU member states invest
more” in defense showed a stark
line between southern Europe and
the rest of the Continent, accord-
ing to Euractiv.

In the former, 59% of respon-
dents said they support higher de-
fense budgets, compared with
76% in central and Eastern Eu-
rope, and 73% in the north. Poland
had the highest level of support at
86%.

In Italy, only 48% of respon-
dents said they supported an in-
crease in defense spending, Eu-
ractiv said, citing the results.

That figure is markedly low
even for southern Europe. In
Spain, for example, the level of
support for raising military
spending was a full 20 percentage
points higher, at 68%.

In 2024, both countries ranked
near the bottom in defense spend-
ing among NATO countries: Italy
at 1.50% and Spain in last at 1.24%,
according to NATO. Poland was at
the top at 4.07%.

The Italian government faces a
difficult tradeoff between military
and welfare spending, Carlo Bas-
tasin, a nonresident foreign policy
senior fellow at the Brookings In-
stitution, wrote last month.

“Not only is the former unpop-
ular, but the latter may be impor-
tant to keep the country together,
consolidate a consensus of public
support for the government and
ensure political stability during
turbulent international crises,”
Bastasin said.

The survey was conducted on
behalf of Euractiv to gauge sup-
port for defense spending amid
the Russia-Ukraine war and the
June elevation of NATO’s thresh-
old for such expenditures from 2%
of gross domestic product to 5%.

All 32 of the alliance’s member
countries were on track for the 2%
mark in 2025, according to NATO.

ROYAL AIR FORCE

A British MQ-9B Protector drone taxis on a runway at RAF Marham, England, May 8.

UK’s Reaper drones retire, giving
way to new NATO-focused tleet

By PHILLIP WALTER
WELLMAN
Stars and Stripes

The U.K. has flown its MQ-9A
Reaper drones for the last time,
closing out an era of Middle East
operations as it prepares to field
new U.S.-built unmanned aircraft
designed for Europe’s modern
threats.

The Reapers are being replaced
by the MQ-9B Protector, a move
that NATO and defense officials
say will strengthen the alliance’s
surveillance network at a time
when rapid coordination is seen as
vital to deterring Russia and other
emerging threats.

The MQ-9B’s ability to operate
in both civilian and military air-
space allows allied drones to fly
from home bases into European
skies without special clearances.
The U.K. is investing in 16 of the
aircraft.

The Reaper was designed for
uncontested airspace, which
made itideal for counterterrorism
operations in the Middle East. But
it was confined to overseas com-
bat zones because it lacked certifi-

cation to fly in most European air-
space.

With the Protectors, the British
air force will be able to conduct
routine patrols from home soil and
also deploy overseas for NATO
and coalition missions, according
to information on the British de-
fense ministry and British air
force websites.

The ability of large drones to op-
erate in NATO airspace is seen as
strategically important, both for
deterrence operations tied to the
Russia-Ukraine war and for inte-
gration of drones into joint mis-
sions with U.S. and allied forces
across Europe.

The Protectors will carry U.K.-
made precision weapons such as
Brimstone 3 missiles and Pave-
way IV bombs, the defense minis-
try’s website says.

The MQ-9B has a maximum
payload capacity of 4,800 pounds
and can stay in flight for more than
40 hours, according to California-
based General Atomics Aeronau-
tical Systems, which produces
both the Reaper and the Protector.

It is also expected to remain

compatible with U.S. munitions
used by the Reaper fleet, accord-
ing to the manufacturer’s website.

Meanwhile, the U.S. Air Force
is gradually retiring its older
MQ-9A Reapers and expects to
keep about 140 of the aircraft in
service through the mid-2030s as
it transitions to a next-generation
unmanned platform, according to
service budget documents and Air
Force officials.

Belgium is following close be-
hind the U.K. in adopting the
MQ-9B, with its first SkyGuar-
dian, a variant similar to the Pro-
tector, completing a maiden flight
over Belgium last month. The air-
craft is part of a four-drone order
now entering testing and accep-
tance at Florennes Air Base, Gen-
eral Atomics Aeronautical Sys-
tems said Sept. 23.

The two countries are working
together through a NATO support
partnership to share logistics and
maintenance, while Poland has al-
so announced plans to buy the
same system, according to state-
ments from the company and the
alliance.

EU chief says Europe
must respond to
Russian incursions

Associated Press

BRUSSELS — Russia is waging
a “targeted gray zone campaign”
against Europe, including air-
space violations, sabotage and
cyberattacks that will only esca-
late if the Kremlin is not chal-
lenged, the European Union’s top
official warned on Wednesday.

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen said
that in just two weeks, fighter jets
breached Estonia’s airspace,
while drones overflew military
bases and critical infrastructure
sites in Belgium,

Denmark, Ger- J —

many, Poland

and Romania. - -
“Europe must r D

respond. We e

must investigate -

every incident,

and we must not von der Leyen

shy away from
attributing responsibility because
every square centimeter of our
territory must be protected and
safe,” von der Leyen told EU law-
makers in Strasbourg, France.

“If we hesitate to act, the gray
zone will only expand,” she said.

The EU’s executive branch, un-
der von der Leyen’s guidance, is
preparing a plan for Europe to be
ready to confront such challenges
by 2030. EU officials believe that
Russia could be capable of launch-
ing an attack on another European
country within three to five years.

The plan includes the develop-
ment of a “drone wall” of high-
tech systems linked to equipment
that can detect, track and destroy
drones, as well as strike their op-
erating systems or pilots on the
ground.

In two weeks, von der Leyen
will submit a “road map” for bol-
stering Europe’s defenses by the
end of the decade to the 27-nation

bloc’s heads of state and govern-
ments for their approval.

Von der Leyen said that it’s sim-
ply not affordable for European
countries to continue to scramble
the latest-generation fighter jets
to counter relatively cheap
drones, as happened when several
of them entered Polish airspace a
month ago.

“This is absolutely not sustain-
able. We need an anti-drone sys-
tem that is affordable and fit for
purpose. For swift detection, swift
interception, and when needed,
swift neutralization,” she said,
adding that Europe has much to
learn in this from Ukraine.

The commission believes that
the best way to encourage Euro-
pean countries to invest more in
defense is to ensure it creates jobs
and is good for business in Europe.
It insists that at least 65% of any
project funded with EU money
should be based on the continent.

Inrecent years, the member na-
tions have placed about two-thirds
of their orders with U.S. defense
companies.

“Most investment goes outside
Europe. In other words these are
jobs outside Europe. This is abso-
lutely not sustainable,” von der
Leyen said. “This is European
money and we want to see areturn
on this investment in jobs here.”

At a summit in Copenhagen last
week, the position of some EU
leaders toward the drone inci-
dents, acts of sabotage, cyberat-
tacks and sanction-busting ap-
peared to have hardened.

French President Emmanuel
Macron said that Europe must
take a more aggressive approach
with Russia by shooting down
drones that enter European air-
space and boarding shadow fleet
ships illicitly transporting oil to
deprive Moscow of war revenue.
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US eyes digs for

500-plus

troops

at Norway airfield

By JoHN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

The U.S. military is moving
ahead on development of a Nor-
wegian airfield into a place
where American and allied forc-
es can be deployed in a crisis.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers Europe District said in a
contract notice published Mon-
day that it is seeking proposals to
prepare a “beddown” site for 576
military personnel at Rygge Air
Station in southern Norway.

The project, which will cost be-
tween $5 million and $10 million,
calls for various site improve-
ments related to “base expedi-
tionary airfield resources” to
support troops, the notice stated.

The bed-down site is designed
to “facilitate the rapid deploy-
ment of hundreds of airmen, in-
cluding shelters, dining facility
and other infrastructure should
they need to quickly be stationed
at Rygge Air Station,” according
to a separate 2024 Army state-
ment on the plans.

The initiative is connected to a
larger $200 million upgrade at
the air station, which is used by
American troops in Norway.

That project and others are de-
signed to support rapid troop de-
ployments and larger air force
formations in the High North, a
region where countering Russia
has become a top priority for NA-
TO and U.S. European Com-
mand.

The funding is tied to U.S. Eu-
ropean Command’s European
Deterrence Initiative, which is
focused on improving military in-
frastructure that allied troops

MicHAEL WAsHBURN/U.S. Air Force

An American airman refuels a
Norwegian air force F-16
Fighting Falcon during an
exercise in 2020, at Rygge Air
Station in Norway.

could need in a crisis.

The Arctic has taken on added
importance in recent years for
the Pentagon, given concerns
about Russia’s growing military
presence there.

China also has signaled an in-
tent to play a larger role in the
region, declaring itself in 2018 a
“near-Arctic country” with vest-
ed interests.

Other projects at Rygge in-
clude security improvements, ex-
panded munitions storage and a
quick reaction alert facility to
store fighter jets.

Besides military concerns,
there is expected to be more eco-
nomic competition in the High
North, where melting sea ice has
raised the prospect of new ship-
ping lanes in the years to come as
well as jockeying for access to
the wealth of natural resources
there.

Al-Qaida-affiliated attack
planner Kkilled in US strike

By MATTHEW ADAMS
Stars and Stripes

U.S. forces last week conducted
astrike in Syria thatkilled a senior
al-Qaida-affiliated attack planner,
U.S. Central Command said Tues-
day.

The strike last Thursday result-
ed in the death of Muhammad
‘Abd-al-Wahhab al-Ahmad, who
was a member of Ansar al-Islam,
an al-Qaida-affiliated terrorist
group.

“U.S. forces in the Middle East
remain postured to disrupt and
defeat efforts by terrorists to plan,
organize and conduct attacks,”
Adm. Brad Cooper, CENTCOM

commander, said in a statement.
“We will continue to defend our
homeland, warfighters, allies and
partners throughout the region
and beyond.”

No other information was pro-
vided on the strike.

The Pentagon has lowered the
number of service members in Sy-
ria from about 2,500 to fewer than
1,000 in recent months, with plans
to eventually consolidate troop
presence from eight bases to one.

U.S. forces are also working
alongside international partners
in Syria and Iraq to eliminate ISIS
as part of Operation Inherent Re-
solve.

SeTH RoBsoN//Stars and Stripes

Members of Marines Rotational Force-Darwin arrive at Cloncurry Airport during Talisman Sabre training in

Queensland, Australia, in July.

Marin_es head home after 6 months

of dri]

By SETH RoBSoON
Stars and Stripes

After a six-month deployment
filled with military exercises and di-
saster relief missions across Aus-
tralia and the Philippines, the Ma-
rine Rotational Force-Darwin is
headed home, the Australian De-
fence Department announced
Wednesday.

A spokesman for the 2,500-Ma-
rinerotational force did notrespond
to an interview request Tuesday by
Signal. The unit commander, Ma-
rine Col. Jason Armas, said in the
Australian statement that this
year’s mission showed the strength
of Marines and Australian troops
working side by side.

Marines have deployed to Aus-
tralia’s northern coast on six-month
rotations every year since 2012.

“What began fourteen years ago

as training in Australia has grown
into integrated operations across
the region and a force capable of re-
sponding to crisis and contingen-
cy,” Armas said.

This year’s rotational force took
part in the large-scale Talisman
Sabre drill across Australia and Pa-
pua New Guinea during July and
August. The three-week biennial
exercise involved more than 40,000
troops from the United States, Aus-
tralia and 17 other nations.

The Marines also joined multiple
exercises in the Philippines.

In July, they helped deliver food
and other supplies to northern Phi-
lippine communities affected by ty-
phoons, tropical storms and mon-
soon rain.

Australian air force Group Capt.
MelissaNeilson,head of Headquar-
ters Northern Command, said the

s and missions in Australia

Northern Territory welcomed the
Marines.

“Marine Rotational Force-Dar-
win is an example of how Australia
and the US are committed to ensur-
ing a peaceful, stable, and prosper-
ous Indo-Pacific,” she said in the
statement.

The Marines are moving beyond
integrating with the Australians
and have shown their ability to rap-
idly project forces forward, Armas
said.

The rotational force “continues to
grow in scale and complexity,” he
said. “This year we’ve trained not
only in Australia but alongside our
partners in the Philippines, Indone-
sia, and Papua New Guinea.”

The Marines will return to the
Northern Territory in early 2026,
according to the Australian state-
ment.

US sailor in Japan accused of injuring man

By Hana KusumMmoTo
AND ALEX WILSON
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKANAVALBASE, Ja-
pan — Japanese prosecutors on
Tuesday indicted a U.S. Navy sail-
or accused of injuring an 87-year-
old man in a car collision in Febru-
ary.

Master Chief Petty Officer
Charlie Sison Julio, 4S5, was
charged with negligent driving re-
sulting ininjuries, aspokesman for
the Yokohama District Public
Prosecutor’s Office in Yokosuka
told Stars and Stripes by phone
Tuesday.

Prosecutorssaid Julio, whoisas-
signedto Yokosuka’sNaval Educa-
tion Training Command, was driv-
ingin Yokosukaon Feb.11 whenhe
made aright turn and struck an 87-

year-old man in a crosswalk.

The spokesman said Julio is
“suspected of neglecting his obli-
gation as a driver to stop and con-
firm if any pedestrians were in the
crosswalk” before making a right
turn.

The incident took place on a city
road in the Fukadadai neighbor-
hood, about a half-mile from the
base’s front gate, according to a
news release from Masahiko Goto,
an attorney representing the in-
jured man.

The man was seriously injured,
including a head injury with bleed-
ing around the brain and fractures
to his hip and left kneecap, Goto
said.

The Yokosuka Police Depart-
ment referred Julio’s case to the
prosecutor’s office on Sept. 12. A

trial date has not been scheduled
but is expected soon, according to
the news release.

Prosecutors, not police, decide
formal charges under Japan’s
criminal justice system.

The victim hasnomemory of the
accident—possibly duetohishead
injury — and is receiving rehabil-
itation treatment at the hospital,
Goto said. The man’s wife said
their lives have changed signifi-
cantly since the incident.

“My husband was healthy until
the accident, and the accident took
away freedom of his daily life,” she
said in the news release.

Naval Forces Japan referred all
questionstothe Office of the Secre-
tary of Defense, which did not im-
mediately respond to an email af-
ter hours on Tuesday.
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VFW to offer cannabis

drinks at local posts

By LinpA F. HERSEY
Stars and Stripes

Veterans of Foreign Wars — the
national advocacy group for for-
mer service members — has
signed a deal with a national bev-
erage maker to offer cannabis-in-
fused drinks at VFW chapters in
states and jurisdictions where rec-
reational marijuana use is legal.

Sales of Torch cannabis seltzer
drinks at hundreds of VFW posts
nationwide are part of a new mar-
keting partnership announced
Tuesday by the veterans organiza-
tion. The initiative will place VFW
branding on select Torch hemp-
derived beverages, with proceeds
supporting veterans initiatives,
according to the VFW.

“Under the licensing agree-
ment, select VFW-branded Torch
beverage products will be made
available, and proceeds will di-
rectly support VFW initiatives
such as the National Veterans Ser-
vice program, which provides no-
cost assistance to veterans naviga-
ting the VA claims process, and
veterans and military support pro-
grams, which deliver financial as-
sistance to military families,” the
VFW said in a written statement.

This marks the first time a ma-
jor veterans service organization

has collaborated in such a way
with a cannabis company. VFW
has 1.4 million members.

“This new relationship between
Torch Drinks LLC and the VFW
brings a federally compliant and
responsibly formulated alterna-
tive to one of the most respected
veteran service organizations in
the United States,” the VFW and
the beverage company said in a
joint statement.

Torch beverages contain Del-
ta-9 THC, the primary psychoac-
tive compound found in cannabis
plants, according to the company.
The compound creates the “high”
effect associated with cannabis
use.

VFW chapters and posts will be-
gin offering the low-dose version
of the flavored seltzer drinks later
this year.

“Oh, wow. That’s amazing. Can-
nabis has saved my life,” said Ar-
my veteran Matthew Gibson, who
served from 1998-2008, with de-
ployments to Afghanistan and
Iraq. The former sergeant said
cannabis has helped ease his
chronic migraines and symptoms
of post-traumatic stress disorder,
such as anxiety and insomnia.

The canned drinks will be of-
fered at local VFW posts and other

meeting facilities in states and ju-
risdictions where cannabis use is
legal.

“Torch Drinks is proud to work
with the VFW to provide veterans
with a safe, federally compliant,
social alternative that is like none
other,” said Collin Kerrigan, co-
founder of Torch Beverage Co.

Gibson, 45, said he is not a VFW
member but might consider join-
ing.

“Working with Torch helps us
raise funds for those vital pro-
grams while also allowing us to ex-
plore better ways to meet the
needs of an evolving veterans
community,” VFW National Com-
mander Carol Whitmore said.

“While the VFW is not a pro-
cannabis organization, we under-
stand the need for adult consump-
tion alternatives to better meet the
needs of an evolving veterans’
community,” Whitmore said.

Forty states, three territories
and the District of Columbia have
legalized cannabis for medical use.

Twenty-four states, two territo-
ries and the District of Columbia
have legalized small amounts of
cannabis for adult recreational
use, according to the National
Conference of State Legislatures.

But at the federal level, mari-
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TorcH Beverage Co.

Veterans of Foreign Wars announced a new partnership with Torch
Beverage Co. to place VFW branding on some of the Florida
company’s cannabis-infused beverage products with proceeds
supporting initiatives for veterans, according to the VFW.

juana and marijuana products
continue to be illegal.

Veterans organizations have
urged the VA to conduct more re-
search into cannabis as an alterna-
tive to narcotics to treat chronic
pain, PTSD and the effects of trau-
matic brain injury.

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion has recognized increased in-
terest in the use of cannabis to re-
lieve the symptoms of a variety of
medical conditions, including
cancer. Of the states that allow
medical marijuana, chronic pain,
traumatic brain injury and PTSD

are often qualifying medical ail-
ments.

Marijuana advocates have stat-
ed legal access to medical canna-
bis could decrease opioid use
among veterans prescribed the
narcotic for chronic pain, accord-
ing to Disabled American Veter-
ans.

Gibson said he would like to see
veterans posts begin to offer des-
ignated areas where members can
smoke cannabis.

“Cannabis is a safer option to al-
cohol,” said Gibson, who is pre-
scribed medical marijuana.

Coast Guard cutter returns to Hawaii

By WyarT OLSON
Stars and Stripes

The Coast Guard cutter Midgett
has returned to Hawaii after com-
pleting a 79-day patrol that includ-
ed seizure of cocaine street-val-
ued at $156 million.

The cutter’s deployment to the
Eastern Pacific supported the
counterdrug mission Operation
Pacific Viper, the Coast Guard
said in a news release Tuesday.

“While patrolling international
waters off the Pacific coasts of
Mexico and Central America,
Midgett’s crew apprehended 19
suspected drug smugglers and in-
terdicted four suspected drug
smuggling vessels, preventing
21,126 pounds of cocaine, with an
estimated value of more than
$156.4 million, from reaching U.S.
shores,” the release states. The
drugs were offloaded in San Diego
late last month.

Operation Pacific Viper is a
partnership between the Coast
Guard and Navy focused on coun-
tering drug trafficking and human
smuggling in the Eastern Pacific.

The Midgett, which returned to
Honolulu on Friday, is one of a
pair of Legend-class national se-
curity cutters based in Hawaii.

The cutters are 418 feet long,
with a top speed of more than 28
knots, or about 32 mph. They have
a range of 13,800 miles and hold a
crew of up to 150. They can stay at

sea for three months.

They are armed with a S7-mil-
limeter gun that fires more than
200 rounds a minute and can be
used against a high-speed, maneu-

RicHARD URANGA/U.S. Navy
Crew of the U.S. Coast Guard cutter Midgett offload bales of seized narcotics in San Diego, on Sept. 25.

vering surface vessel. Other arms
include a 20 mm gun and four .50-
caliber machine guns.

During the recent deployment,
the Midgett’s crew worked with

after $156M drug bust

other Coast Guard units, including
Tactical Law Enforcement Team
South and the Helicopter Interdic-
tion Tactical Squadron, or HI-
TRON.

HITRON intercepted its 1,000t
suspected drug-trafficking vessel
in August while deployed on the
Midgett, the Coast Guard said in a
Sept. 10 news release.

A helicopter crew with the
squadron spied the vessel about
272 nautical miles southwest of
Acapulco, Mexico, in the early
evening of Aug. 25.

“The helicopter directed the
vessel to heave to over the radio
and with warning shots,” the news
release states. “When the vessel
failed to comply, the crew used
precision rifle fire from the heli-
copter to disable the vessel’s en-
gine, in accordance with airborne
use of force policy.”

Aboarding team from the Midg-
ett seized about 3,000 pounds of
cocaine found aboard and
dumped around the vessel.

In August, the cutter Hamilton
offloaded more than 76,000
pounds of seized cocaine and mar-
ijuana at Port Everglades, Fla., the
largest such offload in Coast
Guard history.
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US assists with

saving sailor’s
mom from Gaza

By Hopre HODGE SECK
AND ApAM TAYLOR
The Washington Post

A Palestinian woman whose son
serves in the U.S. Navy was se-
cretly evacuated from war-torn
Gaza in recent weeks after an in-
tervention by the Trump adminis-
tration and the Israeli and Jorda-
nian governments, according to
people familiar with the matter
and correspondence reviewed by
The Washington Post.

The operation, entailing a coor-
dinated pause in Israeli military
strikes to safeguard the woman’s
movements, illustrates the ex-
treme difficulty of orchestrating a
legal exit from the Gaza Strip
without resources and influence.
The unusual operation occurred
as the Trump administration has,
at turns, been accused of turning a
blind eye to the suffering of Pales-
tinians in Gaza — even, in some
cases, when they are U.S. citizens.

For Ahlam Firwana, 59, the es-
cape to safety required a $10,000
donation to cover transportation
costs, sophisticated software to
monitor her movements amid the
Israeli military’s ongoing assault,
and the direct involvement of se-
nior U.S. officials who helped se-
cure agreements from the govern-
ments of Jordan and Israel to fa-
cilitate the woman’s departure
from Gaza.

Firwana’s son, Navy Petty Offi-
cer Younis Firwana, 32, joined the
military in 2023 seeking a path to
U.S. citizenship. After the Gaza
war began that October, his moth-
er and six siblings faced ever-in-
creasing danger and privation, he
recalled in an interview. In 2024,
the family’s seven-story home was
leveled in the bombardment. Food
and medicine grew scarce.

“They had a point,” he said,
“where they were eating bird-
seed.”

The evacuation of U.S. citizens
from Gaza has been a contentious
issue since the war began after
Hamas militants staged a deadly,
coordinated attack in Israel. Pal-
estinian Americans and their fam-
ilies have complained since then
that the United States was not do-
ing enough to ensure the safe exit
of U.S. citizens from Gaza, with
some suing the Biden administra-
tion in December.

Maria Kari, alawyer who repre-
sents some of those families but
was not involved in the evacuation
of Ahlam Firwana, said the situa-
tion has become more dire under
President Donald Trump. In Au-
gust, the State Department an-
nounced that it would halt visitor
visas for people from Gaza. The
decision was made days after far-
right activist Laura Loomer reac-
ted to video of Palestinian chil-
dren and their caregivers arriving
at an airport in San Francisco by
labeling the program a “national
security threat.” Loomer holds
outsize influence with the presi-
dent, though she has no official
role in the administration.

The children and spouses of
U.S. citizens have seen their re-
quests for evacuations denied
based on national security
grounds, according to accounts
from lawyers and human rights
groups.

Younis Firwana became a natu-
ralized U.S. citizen in February
2024 on the day he graduated from
Navy boot camp. He was told, he
said, to stand beneath a Jordanian
flag during the ceremony as the
U.S. did not recognize the flag of
Palestine.

From California, where he is
stationed as a Navy medic, Younis
Firwana had been working since
early 2024 to coordinate his moth-
er’s departure through Jordan.
He’d applied for expedited proc-

CouRTESY oF YouNis FIRWANA/The Washington Post

Younis Firwana with his family at his graduation from Navy boot camp in Great Lakes, lll. From left,
Younis’s wife, Amanda Hancock, and daughters, Anya, Anna and Aya.

essing for his siblings’ cases, too,
but received denials in every case
but his mother’s, he said. He se-
cured approval from U.S. immi-
gration officials for her to enter
the U.S., but couldn’t find anyone
who could escort her out of Gaza
or help her renew her expired
passport. U.S. officials, he said,
told him their hands were tied.

In early September, Younis Fir-
wana was connected with Special
Operations Association of Ameri-
ca, a veterans organization that
has supported the legal evacua-
tion of roughly 1,100 people from
Gaza since the war began, includ-
ing the mother of a U.S. soldier.

Alex Plitsas, a member of the
veterans group and a senior fellow
at the Atlantic Council, assembled
ateam to help the Firwana family.
Among them was Steve Gabavics,
aretired Army colonel who served
in Jerusalem from 2001 to 2004 as
chief of staff for the U.S. Security
Coordinator for Israel and the Pal-
estinian Authority.

Plitsas also enlisted the help of
Morgan Ortagus, Trump’s deputy
special envoy to the Middle East
and herself a Navy reservist, who
connected the team with top offi-
cials at the U.S. Embassy in Am-
man, Jordan. Another member of
the group notified the National Se-

curity Council of planning, ac-
cording to messages reviewed by
The Post.

Spokespeople for the White
House and the State Department
did not respond to requests for
comment.

A U.S. official, who like some
others spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss the evacua-
tion of Ahlam Firwana, attributed
this successful evacuation to U.S.
diplomats in Amman. “The team
at Embassy Jordan went above
and beyond to help the mother of
an American service member to
get safely out of Gaza,” this person
said. “Thisis an example of the he-
roic work our Foreign Service offi-
cers perform around the world ev-
ery day.”

The journey took 19 hours in all.
On Sept. 17, Plitsas sent a small
group of collaborators a celebrato-
ry two-word message: “SHE’S
ouT!”

Kari, the lawyer representing
Palestinian American families,
welcomed the news of Firwana’s
release but said the case raised
questions about others who re-
main stranded, including her cli-
ent Salsabeel Elhelou, a U.S. citi-
zen who is seeking the evacuation
of her three noncitizen children.

Emails shared with The Post

show the U.S. Embassy in Jerusa-
lem has cited “U.S. national secur-
ity” and concerns about visas as
reasons for not helping to evac-
uate Elhelou’s children.

The U.S. government had
shown deference to military fam-
ilies while making it “very clear
that on a wholesale level, they
don’t care about Palestinian lives,
even when they are American Pal-
estinian lives,” said Kari.

For now, Ahlam Firwana re-
mains in Jordan, awaiting visa ap-
proval. Her son said he is eager to
help the rest of his family leave
Gaza, but must await a slow-mov-
ing and opaque visa application
process.

Learning that his mother’s case
had attracted the attention of top
U.S. government officials has had
a profound effect on the Firwanas,
her son said. “That means a lot,
that these guys care about my
family,” he said. “I’m not alone.”

He wonders, though, why his
mother’s departure required such
extraordinary intervention, when
the United States had, in previous
years, established policy to sup-
port humanitarian resettlements
from war zones, including Uk-
raine and Afghanistan.

“The U.S.,” he added, “should
be doing more than this.”

Fixes: Approved spending bill to provide over $1B for barrack improvements

FROM PAGE 1
mine quality of life and overall
troop combat readiness.

Barracks problems vary from
base to base. In some cases, the is-
sues go back years and stem from
underinvestment spanning dec-
ades.

In Europe, many U.S. soldiers
have long been dissatisfied with
living conditions on garrison in-
stallations. A 2025 Army tenant

satisfaction survey found that sol-
diers and their families in Europe
were the least satisfied when it
comes to government housing.

Some top concerns included
overcrowding and outdated facil-
ities that resulted in “depressing”
living conditions.

In some cases, garrison housing
areas in Europe date back roughly
70 years and lack modern amen-
ities, Army officials have said.

More money has flowed into
Europe in recent years to address
such problems, and major pro-
jects are now underway.

In the Italian city of Vicenza,
home to the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade, an ongoing $500 million hous-
ing project is slated to create more
than 470 homes by 2028. The first
111 of the units at Caserma Ederle
and Villaggio were scheduled to be
completed later this year.

And in Baumholder, Germany,
there are numerous plans for up-
graded family housing and new
soldier barracks.

It can take years, however, for
new barracks and family housing
to go from planning to comple-
tion.

A sprawling spending bill
passed this summer by Congress
will deliver an initial jolt to im-
proving barracks, with more

than $1 billion being directed to-
ward troop housing, Hegseth
said.

His office also will review and
approve the forthcoming task
force’s plan “in crucial ways, big
and small.”

“Barracks are where warriors
go to rest and recover, the place
they go to mentally and physically
prepare for winning the next
fight,” Hegseth said.
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Guard deployment lawsuit exposes partisan divide

By Gary FIELDS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A partisan
battle is playing out in a Washing-
ton courtroom that could decide
the fate of President Donald
Trump’s federal law enforcement
intervention in the nation’s capital.

Dozens of states have taken
sides in a lawsuit challenging the
open-ended National Guard de-
ployment in Washington, with
their support falling along party
lines. It shows how the law en-
forcement operation in the na-
tion’s capital remains a flashpoint
in the Republican president’s
broadening campaign to send the
military to cities across the coun-
try and underscores the deepen-
ing divisions over the move.

The lawsuit, filed Sept. 4 by
Washington Attorney General
Brian Schwalb, challenges the
Trump administration’s use of the
National Guard in the heavily
Democratic city as part of an
emergency order issued by
Trump to stem what the president
called “out of control” crime.

Although the order has lapsed,
hundreds of troops are still in the
city, which is seeking a prelimina-
ry injunction to stop the deploy-
ment.

With legal action launched
against deployments to Portland,
Ore., and Chicago, the case will be
closely watched, even though
Washington’s status as a federal
district makes it an outlier. Oral
arguments are set to begin Oct. 24.

Twenty-three  states  have
aligned with the Trump adminis-
tration’s stance that the president
has the authority to bring in the
National Guard, while 22 states
back Washington’s position. The

CRAlc Hubson/For the Washington Post

Members of the West Virginia National Guard at the Lincoln Memorial on Aug. 30.

23 states supporting the adminis-
tration have Republican attorneys
general while the other 22 have
Democrats.

For the states joining in the law-
suit — especially those facing
their own interventions — sup-
porting Washington was a way to
show solidarity against what they
said was presidential overreach.

“It is un-American to use the
military in any of our cities — ab-
sent truly extraordinary circum-
stances — and a threat against one
city is a threat to us all,” said Ore-
gon Attorney General Dan Ray-
field, a Democrat, who supports
Washington.

The states supporting Washing-
ton said in their filing that the de-
ployment of National Guard units
without the city’s consent is un-
lawful, unconstitutional and un-
democratic.

It “sets a chilling precedent that
threatens the constitutional rights
of Americans everywhere,” they
said. “By unlawfully deploying
National Guard troops, and by
threatening to deploy the Guard to
every State at his whim, the Presi-
dent has attacked State sovereign-
ty, harmed local jurisdictions and
made us less safe.”

Those siding with the adminis-
tration have said Trump is in the
right with his National Guard de-
ployment in the District of Colum-
bia.

“The District belongs to ‘the
People’ as a whole, and its safety is
critical to our constitutional repu-
blic,” the 23 states said in a Sept. 16
filing, adding that they “have a
profound interest in this case to
ensure that President Trump can
continue to protect our Nation’s
capital.”

The reasoning, they say, is for
safety not just for residents but for
members of Congress and their
staffers, as well as administration
officials and foreign embassy
workers. The filing notes all the
groups have been crime victims in
Washington in recent years. The
states also argue that the Constitu-
tion and Congress give presidents
enormous authority to protect the
district.

“It is concerning to have states
so divided and polarized,” said
Emory University School of Law
professor Mark Nevitt, who noted
that it was just Republican-led
states that have sent guard troops
to Washington. The case filings
are “a further representation of
that divide.”

The Washington lawsuit
emerged from the presidential or-
der in August that led to roughly

2,000 troops from the District of
Columbia National Guard and
eight states patrolling public ar-
eas, including train stations, sub-
way stations, the National Mall
and other high pedestrian traffic
areas. Some have been armed, un-
nerving residents, although no in-
cidents have been reported.

Presidents have authority to
call up the Guard under a variety
of circumstances, including to re-
pel a rebellion or invasion, but the
legal extent of that is debatable.

In the Washington case, states
will be looking at what the court
says about the president’s author-
ity to deploy the guard, the legality
of deploying out-of-state guard
units against the wishes of local of-
ficials and whether police powers
are deemed to have been en-
croached upon by the federal in-
tervention.

Those arguments could be rele-
vant for any future court cases
against the deployments.

States on the winning side of the
Washington case will likely feel
vindicated and may seek to point
toitas precedent. But the district’s
unique status means the legal ar-
guments may be different for
states.

The president has authorities in
Washington that he does not have
elsewhere. In states, governors
control their own National
Guards.

In Washington, a federal dis-
trict, the president is already in
charge of the National Guard and
arguably can legally deploy troops
without congressional approval.
To deploy the National Guard to a
state usually requires the approv-
al of that state’s governor, along
with legal reasoning for doing so.

lllinois: Trump, Texas governor prowde

FROM PAGE 1
stop the deployment.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott shared
a photo Monday evening of Texas
troops boarding a plane while car-
rying large plastic riot shields. Ab-
bott said he authorized a total of
400 troops for the mission.

His office did not respond Tues-
day to questions about whether
the troops sent to Chicago were
part of Texas’ state-funded mis-
sion to deter illegal activity along
its border with Mexico.

If that is the case, those troops
moved from a paid state mission to
one where they will not receive
payment until the federal govern-
ment shutdown ends. The shut-
down has entered it second week.

Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker said
Sunday no officials from the fed-
eral government called to discuss
plans with him before sending
the Guard troops out of Texas
and called on Abbott to withdraw
his support.

N g

ERIN HooLEY/AP

Military personnel in uniform, with the Texas National Guard patch on,
are seen at the U.S. Army Reserve Center, Tuesday in Elwood, lll., a

suburb of Chicago.

“There is no reason a president
should send military troops into a
sovereign state without their
knowledge, consent or coopera-
tion,” Pritzker said in a statement.

The Associated Press reported
on Wednesday that Trump said

Pritzker and Chicago's mayor,
both Democrats, should be jailed
as they oppose his deployment of
National Guard troops.

The Department of Homeland
Security launched what it called
Operation Midway Blitz in Chica-

few details on deployment

go about a month ago and has ar-
rested more than 1,000 people offi-
cials said are in the United States
without authorization and have
criminal pasts.

However, residents have de-
scribed to local news outlets a raid
on an apartment building in the
middle of the night where chil-
dren were awakened and separat-
ed from their parents and sweep-
ing arrests where U.S. citizens are
also detained. This has led to pro-
tests in the city where federal
agents used tear gas on the crowd.

The deployment to Illinois mir-
rors Trump’s use of troops in Los
Angeles in June, when he sent the
California National Guard and
members of the Marine Corps into
the city to protect federal build-
ings and personnel against the
wishes of state officials during im-
migration-related protests.

California sued and a judge
ruled that the deployment was il-
legal.

Guard troops in California were
used at times to create a perimeter
around federal agents as they con-
ducted arrests in and around Los
Angeles. Roughly 100 remain on
the mission, according to U.S.
Northern Command.

Nationla Guard troops were al-
so arriving in Memphis, Tenn., AP
reported Wednesday.

Memphis police Chief Cerelyn
Davis said a small group of com-
manders was already in the city,
planning for the arrival of Guard
troops.

Tennessee Republican Gov. Bill
Lee has said troops will be depu-
tized by the U.S. Marshals Service
to “play a critical support role” for
law enforcement, though that
hasn’t been defined yet.

Trump also sent National Guard
troops into Washington, D.C.,
where federal jurisdiction func-
tions differently, and troops spent
time collecting trash and beautify-
ing parkland.
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uiet talks

By Lisa MascaARro,
MARY CLARE JALONICK
AND JOEY CAPPELLETTI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tours at the
Capitol have come to a standstill.
The House is keeping its doors
closed, while the Senate repeated
its loop Wednesday of failed votes
on competing bills to reopen the
government. President Donald
Trump is threatening to mass fire
federal workers and refuse back
pay for the rest.

As the government shutdown
entered a second week, there’s no
discernible endgame in sight.

“Congress, do your damn job,”
said Randy Erwin, president of
the National Federation of Feder-
al Employees, with other top
union leaders near the Capitol.

No negotiations, at least public-
ly, are underway, but behind the
scenes quiet talks are emerging.
Clusters of lawmakers, Republi-
cans and Democrats, are meeting
privately, searching for ways out
of the impasse, which hinges on
striking a deal for preserving
health care subsidies. Signs of dis-
comfort are apparent, as military
troops are set to miss paychecks,
flights are being delayed at air-
ports nationwide and federal pro-
grams are disrupted.

Two prominent Republicans,
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene of
Georgia and Sen. Josh Hawley of
Missouri, have broken from their
party, saying something must be
done to help Americans pay for
the coming health insurance rate
hikes. At the same time, the GOP
leadership’s strategy of convinc-
ing nervous Democrats to imme-
diately end the shutdown without
resolving the health care issue

.

AvLLisoN RoBBERT/AP

House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., following the weekly Senate luncheon on Capitol Hill on Tuesday.

was not working.

The dueling bills, one from Re-
publicans and the other from
Democrats, failed again in the
Senate.

The Republicans who have ma-
jority control in Congress believe
they have the upper hand politi-
cally, as they fend off Democratic
demands to quickly fund health
insurance subsidies as part of any
plan to end the shutdown.

House Speaker Mike Johnson
appears so confident he is prepar-
ing to take live questions from
callers on C-SPAN’s Thursday

morning show. On Wednesday he
squared off against Democratic
senators outside his office.

But so have Democrats dug in,
convinced that Americans are on
their side in the fight to prevent
the looming health care price
spikes and blaming Trump for the
shutdown.

Senate  Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer’s expletive-dot-
ted rant was finding fans on social
media.

Atits core, the debate is over the
health care issue that has tangled
Congress for years, and in partic-

ular, the Affordable Care Act, also
known as Obamacare, that Trump
tried, and failed, to repeal and re-
place during his first term at the
White House.

Congress increased the federal
subsidies that help people pur-
chase private insurance policies
on the Affordable Care Act ex-
changes during the COVID-19
pandemic. The federal aid was
popular, and it boosted ACA en-
rollment to a record 24 million
people. Those enhanced subsidies
are set to expire at year’s end.

Republicans say Congress can

emerging in shutdown debate

deal with the health insurance is-
sue in the months ahead. Demo-
crats are fighting to resolve the
problem now, as people are re-
ceiving notices of higher policy
rates for the new year.

A loosely formed collection of
senators, Republicans and Demo-
crats, have bantered about options
for addressing the health insur-
ance problem.

One Republican, Sen. Susan
Collins of Maine, has offered her
own plan for kickstarting talks. It
involves re-opening the govern-
ment now, but with a “commit-
ment,” she said, to discussing the
health care issue.

Another option floated by GOP
Sen. Mike Rounds of South Dako-
ta, a former state governor, is a
temporary extension of the subsi-
dies, for one year, and then a
phase out — though House Demo-
cratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries
has panned the short extension as
a nonstarter.

And Trump himself signaled he
was open to negotiating with Dem-
ocrats over their demands to save
health care subsidies. Earlier this
week, the president said that talks
were already underway as he
wants “great health care” for the
people, only to shift his tone hours
later to say the government must
reopen first.

“I spoke to the president at
length yesterday about that very
thing,” House Speaker Mike John-
son said about his Monday conver-
sation with Trump. “And yes, he
wants to solve problems.”

Senate Majority Leader John
Thune, the Republican from
South Dakota, has said there may
be a path forward — once the gov-
ernment reopens.

Trump predicts trade deal will be worked out with Canada

By RosB GILLIES
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump predicted that
Canadians will travel to the Unit-
ed States once again after a trade
deal is reached.

Trump told reporters in the
Oval Office while meeting with
Prime Minister Mark Carney on
Tuesday that he understands why
Canadians are refusing to visit.

Trump’s talk of making Canada
the Slst state to avoid tariffs has
infuriated Canadians, who are
canceling trips to the U.S. in big
numbers. There’s been a 23% drop
in Canadian visits to the U.S. in the
first seven months of the year
compared to the same period in
2024, according to Canada’s na-
tional statistical office.

“I understand that. Look, I un-
derstand that,” Trump said before
predicting Canada and the U.S.
would ultimately reach a deal.

“It’s something that will get
worked out. There’s still great love
between the two countries but you
know American people want
product here, they want to make it
here,” Trump said. “We are com-
peting for the same business.
That’s the problem. That’s why I
keep mentioning one way to solve
that problem. There’s a very easy
way.”

Trump has often said that Cana-
da could avoid tariffs by becoming
the Slst state. The repeated jabs
about acquiring Canada have alie-
nated Canadian travelers.

Carney made his second visit to
the Oval Office ahead of next
year’s review of the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement and
as one of the world’s most durable
and amicable alliances has been
fractured by Trump’s trade war
and annexation threats.

Trump said he was open to ex-
tending the free trade agreement

with Mexico and Canada through
arenegotiation or seeking “differ-
ent deals.”

The free trade agreement was
enacted during Trump’s first
term, and it allows the majority of
Canadian and Mexican goods to
be shipped to the U.S. without tar-
iffs. But Trump has made it clear
that he wants to reshape the rela-
tionship, and he expressed ambiv-
alence over the process as long as
he feels like he’s able to improve
America’s position.

Carney entered the visit hoping
to find some relief on sector-spe-
cific tariffs.

After the meeting, Dominic Le-
Blanc, the minister responsible
for Canada-U.S. trade, described
the talks as “successful” and “pos-
itive” on trade issues, though he
noted the conversation would con-
tinue. He said Canada was looking
to get a deal done quickly on steel
and aluminum.
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Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney and President Donald Trump
hold a press conference at the White House Tuesday.
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Comey pleads not guilty to lying to Congress

Associated Press

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Former
FBI Director James Comey plead-
ed not guilty Wednesday to face a
criminal case that has thrown a
spotlight on the Justice Depart-
ment’s efforts to target adversar-
ies of President Donald Trump.

The arraignment is expected to
be brief, but the moment is none-
theless loaded with significance
given that the case has amplified
concerns the Justice Department
is being weaponized in pursuit of
Trump’s political enemies and is
operating at the behest of a White
House determined to seek retri-
bution for perceived wrongs
against the president.

Comey entered a not guilty plea
through his lawyer at the federal
courthouse in Alexandria, Va., to
allegations that he lied to Con-
gress five years go. The plea kick-
starts a process of legal wrangling
in which defense lawyers will al-
most certainly move to get the in-
dictment dismissed before trial,
possibly by arguing the case
amounts to a selective or vindic-
tive prosecution.

The indictment two weeks ago

followed an extraordinary chain
of events that saw Trump publicly
implore Attorney General Pam
Bondi to take action against Co-
mey and other perceived adver-
saries. The Republican president
also replaced the veteran attorney
who had been overseeing the in-
vestigation with Lindsey Halligan,
a White House aide who had never
previously served as a federal
prosecutor. Halligan rushed to file
charges before a legal deadline
lapsed despite warnings from oth-
er lawyers in the office that the
evidence was insufficient for an
indictment.

The two-count indictment alleg-
es that Comey made a false state-
ment to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee on Sept. 30, 2020, by deny-
ing he had authorized an associate
to serve as an anonymous source
to the news media and that he ob-
structed a congressional proceed-
ing. Comey has denied any wrong-
doing and has said he was looking
forward to a trial. The indictment
does not identify the associate or
say what information may have
been discussed with the media,
making it challenging to assess the

strength of the evidence or to even
fully parse the allegations.
Though an indictment is typi-
cally just the start of a protracted
court process, the Justice Depart-

hd

ment has trumpeted the develop-
ment itself as something of a win,
= outcome. Trump
administration
- - ly to point to any
- conviction as
was well-justi-
fied, but an ac-
Comey
dismissal may also be held up as
further support for their long-run-
tice system is stacked against
them.
the case, Michael Nachmanoff,
was nominated to the bench by
administration and is a former
chief federal defender. Known for
temperament, the judge and his
background have already drawn

regardless of the

. officials are like-
L proof the case

.I quittal or even

ning contention the criminal jus-
The judge randomly assigned to
President Joe Biden’s Democratic
methodical preparation and a cool
Trump’s attention, with the presi-

dent deriding him as a “Crooked
Joe Biden appointed Judge.”

Besides Comey, the Justice De-
partment is also investigating oth-
er foes of the president, including
New York Attorney General Let-
itia James and Democratic Sen.
Adam Schiff of California.

Several Comey family mem-
bers arrived in court Wednesday
morning ahead of the arraign-
ment, including his daughter
Maurene, who was fired by the
Justice Department earlier this
year from her position as a federal
prosecutor in Manhattan, as well
as Troy Edwards Jr., a son-in-law
of Comey’s who minutes after Co-
mey was indicted resigned his job
as a prosecutor in the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia — the same office
that filed the charges.

The indictment was the latest
chapter in a long-broken relation-
ship between Trump and Comey.

Trump arrived in office in Janu-
ary 2017 as Comey, appointed to
the FBI director job by President
Barack Obama four years earlier,
was overseeing an investigation
into ties between Russia and
Trump’s 2016 presidential cam-

paign.

The dynamic was fraught from
the start, with Comey briefing
Trump weeks before he took of-
fice on the existence of uncorrob-
orated and sexually salacious gos-
sip in a dossier of opposition re-
search compiled by a former Brit-
ish spy.

In their first several private in-
teractions, Comey would later re-
veal, Trump asked his FBI direc-
tor to pledge his loyalty to him and
to drop an FBI investigation into
his administration’s first national
security adviser, Michael Flynn.
Comey said Trump also asked him
to announce that Trump himself
was not under investigation as
part of the broader inquiry into
Russian election interference,
something Comey did not do.

Comey was abruptly fired in
May 2017 while at an event in Los
Angeles, with Trump later saying
he was thinking about “this Russia
thing” when he decided to termi-
nate him. The firing was investi-
gated by Justice Department spe-
cial counsel Robert Mueller as an
act of potential obstruction of jus-
tice.

Bob Ross paintings to be auctioned
to support public television stations

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Thirty
paintings created by the bushy-
haired, soft-spoken Bob Ross will
soon be up for auction to defray
the costs of programming for
public television stations suffer-
ing from cuts in federal funding.

Ross, a public television stal-
wart in the 1980s and ‘90s, “dedi-
cated his life to making art ac-
cessible to everyone,” said Joan
Kowalski, president of Bob Ross
Inc. “This auction ensures his
legacy continues to support the
very medium that brought his joy
and creativity into American
homes for decades.”

Bonhams in Los Angeles will
auction three of Ross’ paintings
on Nov. 11. Other auctions will
follow in London, New York,
Boston and online. All profits are
pledged to stations that use con-
tent from distributor American
Public Television.

The idea is to help stations in
need with licensing fees that al-
low them to show popular pro-
grams that include “The Best of
Joy of Painting,” based on Ross’
show, “America’s Test Kitchen,”
“Julia Child’s French Chef Clas-
sics” and “This Old House.”
Small and rural stations are par-
ticularly challenged.

As desired by President Do-
nald Trump, Congress has elim-
inated $1.1 billion allocated to
public broadcasting, leaving

Bos Ross INc./AP

Late artist Bob Ross was the host of the series “The Joy of Painting.”

about 330 PBS and 246 NPR sta-
tions to find alternative funding
sources. Many launched emer-
gency fund drives. Some have
been forced to lay off staff and
make programming cuts.

The beloved Ross died in 1995
of complications from cancer af-
ter 11 years in production with
“The Joy of Painting.” His how-
to program was shown on sta-
tions around the U.S. and around
the world. The former Air Force
drill sergeant known for his calm
demeanor and encouraging
words enjoyed a resurgence in
popularity during the lockdowns
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ross spoke often as he worked

on air about painting happy little
clouds and trees, and making no
mistakes, only ‘“happy acci-
dents.”

The thirty paintings to be auc-
tioned span Ross’ career and in-
clude landscapes depicting se-
rene mountain vistas and lake
scenes, his signature aesthetic.
He created most of the 30 on-air,
each in under 30 minutes, which
was the span of a single episode.

Bonhams sold two early 1990s
mountain-and-lake scenes of
Ross in August for $114,800 and
$95,750. The auctions of the 30
paintings soon to be sold have an
estimated total value of $850,000
to $1.4 million, Bonhams said.

Hurricane Priscilla moves
along Mexico in the Pacific;
Atlantic storm to strengthen

Associated Press

MIAMI — Hurricane Priscilla
weakened in the Pacific as it
moved Wednesday along the west
coast of Mexico while Tropical
Storm Jerry in the Atlantic was
expected to strengthen on a track
for the Leeward Islands, forecast-
ers said.

Priscilla on Tuesday ap-
proached major hurricane status,
but by Wednesday morning was a
Category 1 storm with maximum
sustained winds around 80 mph,
the U.S. National Hurricane Cen-
ter in Miami said.

Still, heavy rainfall and flash
flooding were possible this week
as the storm moves along Mex-
ico’s Pacific coast, as well as later
this week and into the weekend in
the Southwestern United States.

The storm was moving north-
west at 8 mph. It was centered
about 195 miles southwest of the
southern tip of Baja Calif., fore-
casters said.

In the Atlantic, Tropical Storm
Jerry had top winds of SO mph. It
was centered about 835 miles
east-southeast of the northern
Leeward Islands while moving
west-northwest at 23 mph.

Forecasters said Jerry is ex-
pected to strengthen into a hurri-
cane Thursday. The core of the
storm is expected to be near or to
the north of the northern Lee-
ward Islands late Thursday and

Friday.

On Thursday into early Friday,
2 to 4 inchesof rain could fall
across the Leeward Islands —
bringing the risk of flash flooding.
A tropical storm watch was in ef-
fect for Antigua, Barbuda and
Anguilla; St. Kitts, Nevis and
Montserrat; St. Barts and St.
Martin; and Saba and St. Eustati-
us.

In the Pacific, a tropical storm
watch due to Hurricane Priscilla
was in effect for Baja California
Sur, from Cabo San Lucas to Ca-
bo San Lazaro. Priscilla was fore-
cast to continue to weaken on
Wednesday, the hurricane center
said. A major hurricane is de-
fined as Category 3 or higher and
wind speeds of at least 111 mph.

Large waves generated by
Priscilla were affecting portions
of the coast of southwestern and
west-central Mexico, as well as
portions of the coast of the south-
ern Baja California peninsula,
forecasters said.

Farther out in the Pacific,
Tropical Storm Octave was weak-
ening about 720 milessouthwest
of the southern tip of Baja Cal. Its
maximum sustained winds were
40 mph and it was moving east at
12 mph.

Octave was expected to dissi-
pate by Thursday night, forecast-
ers said, and it wasn’t threatening
land.
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‘Fear Is an art’|

Performers at Mich. haunted house
learn tricks of the terrifying trade

By MIkE HOUSEHOLDER
Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — Grotesque
makeup, menacing props and in-
timidating costumes are just one
part of a Michigan haunted hous-
e’s 25-year-old formula to terrify
guests.

It starts by educating the actors
looking to provide the most horri-
fying experience to its visitors. At
Scare School, they learn all the
tricks of the trade.

Lessons begin weeks before the
four-level walk-through scream
factory opens to visitors, introduc-
ing fresh talent to the get-ups, face
paint and unnatural body move-
ments proven to petrify thousands
of customers since the turn of the
century.

The actors’ report card of sorts
is the “Wimp Out Score Board” in
Erebus Haunted Attraction’s
ground-level lobby, tallying the
numbers of visitors who flee be-
fore making it through all four lev-
els or who join the “wetters, puk-
ers & fainters” total.

And, yes, they really tally it.

The one-time abandoned park-
ing structure in Pontiac consis-
tently lands on lists of the scariest
haunted houses in America. Oper-
ations managers and brothers Zac
and Brad Terebus said the coach-
ing and training performers re-
ceive isn’t just about what they

wear or how loud they can shout.

“Scare School really comes
down to the psychology of fear,”
Zac Terebus said. “Fear is not an
accident. Fear is an art.”

In the weeks before Erebus
opened for the Sept. 19-Nov. 2 Hal-
loween season, managers audi-
tioned and hired dozens of scare
actors, then coached them to be as
frightening as humanly — or rath-
er, supernaturally — possible.

In an upstairs room in early
September, Erebus veterans
schooled the newbies on the finer
points of zombie shuffling and de-
mon shrieking, walking on stilts
and wielding a spiked (plastic)
club. The new hires also learned
about make-up application, cos-
tuming, how to get into their roles
and personas as well as rules
about interacting with the guests.

It’s all part of an effort to bring
out their inner fiend, Brad Tere-
bus said.

“Let’s say they’re a lawyer by
day,” he said. “They can come
here, break their shell off and just
release this monster within
them.”

Alan Tucker, who portrays a
bloodthirsty clown, said scare act-
ing is “therapeutic.”

“You never really think that you
can be something else for a couple
hours and scare people. But then
when you really actually get to do
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Visitors react while attending the Erebus Haunted House, on Saturday in Pontiac, Mich.

Renee Piehl,

that, it’s so entertaining. It’s so ful-
filling,” said Tucker, who is in his
second year as a scare actor.
Renee Piehl is in her third year,
this time around playing Nyx,

right, interacts with people waiting in line at the Erebﬁ
Haunted House, on Oct. 2.

based on the Greek goddess of
night, who frightens guests wait-
ing in line to enter the haunt.
“They come here to be scared.
It’s Halloween. It’s fun,” she said.

“We are to be ugly and scary and
bloody.”

Plus, the scarier the actors are,
the bigger the numbers will get on
the Wimp Out Score Board.

The board currently lists 10,711
“wimps” and 1,246 “wetters, puk-
ers & fainters” both cumulative to-
tals since the Terebuses’ father
and uncle opened the attraction.

“What we have throughout the
haunted house, we call them
‘chicken exits.” They’re actually
fire exits,” Zac Terebus said. “But,
at any point in the show, if you say,
‘Iwant out,” we take you out, we es-
cort you down, you end up here in
the exit lobby, you can wait for
your group to come on out.

“It’s a competition among our
monsters to see who can really
scare the pee out of somebody.”

Dubai chocolate craze turns from fad to mainstream mania

Associated Press

Some flavor crazes flirt with us
and fade. Others stay and make
themselves at home.

It’s too soon to tell for sure, but
the Dubai chocolate movement
seems to have put down roots and
is spreading at a brisk clip. The
sweet flavors and thick texture
that have made Dubai chocolate
bars a hit are morphing into other
kinds of confections too.

Let’s back up for a minute. The
original and now-classic Dubai
chocolate bar was created by Fix
Chocolatier in the United Arab
Emirates in 2021, and by 2023 had
exploded on social media. Rich
and indulgent, it features a thick,
milk chocolate shell usually en-
casing a creamy pistachio (and of-
ten tahini) filling mixed with cris-
py, shredded, phyllo-like pastry
called kadayif.

Global brands and small bakers
alike are riffing on the concept,
translating it to croissants,
milkshakes and more. Fillings
range from peanut butter and jelly
to s’mores to matcha.

“I don’t call this a ‘trend’ any-

DANIEL NIEMANN/AP

Dubai chocolate pieces in a Lindt shop in Aachen, Germany.

more — it’s a whole new thing,”
said Din Allall, whose family busi-
ness, The Nuts Factory, has about
150 U.S. stores featuring nuts,
dried fruits and candies.

The craze has even contributed
to a pistachio shortage this year,
the Iranian nut producer Keinia
has reported. It said the primary
reason for the shortage is “the ex-
plosive surge in demand fueled by

the viral 'Dubai chocolate’ TikTok
trend, compounded by underlying
supply constraint.”

Globally, Google searches for
“Dubai chocolate” shot up quickly
at the start of the year before peak-
ing in March. They’ve remained
elevated since then, according to
Google Trends.

Allall carries 12 flavors of Dubai
chocolate bar, as well as choco-

late- and pistachio-covered Dubai
dates, Dubai-coated roasted nuts,
a layered Dubai chocolate straw-
berry parfait, and a Dubai Golden
Chocolate bar infused with edible
24-karat gold for $79.99 (their reg-
ular 6.5-ounce bars sell for
$18.99).

It’s not just the flavors that
make Dubai chocolate different,
Allall says, but the bar’s structure
too — “huge, thick, with lots of fill-
ing.”

Trader Joe’s carries a Dubai
chocolate bar made by Patislove.
THOP introduced a limited-time
Dubai pancake stack in some loca-
tions in August. Baskin-Robbins
has some Dubai-inspired ice
cream products on its menu, while
Costco sells arange of Dubai choc-
olate confections, including a Du-
bai chocolate cake. Walmart and
QVC also sell Dubai chocolate.

Swiss chocolate giant Lindt has
abar, and drew crowds when it de-
buted a limited number of them in
Europe last fall.

“For me, it’s the crunch,” said
Erica Lefkowits, who was buying
some Dubai chocolate recently in

Dublin. “The chocolate is soft and
melty, and the filling is creamy,
and then the crunch of the kadayif.
It’s all about the texture. Plus, it’s
sugar.”

She was a little annoyed at the
price, higher than your average
chocolate bar. Part of Dubai choc-
olate’s appeal, though, is the way it
feels simultaneously indulgent
and worldly. Pistachios, rose, saf-
fron and cardamom bring luxury,
travel and exoticism to the choco-
late party.

In the U.S., Dubai chocolate is
still a relatively niche product. In
the 52 weeks ending June 28, U.S.
retail sales of pistachio-filled
chocolate totaled $822,900, ac-
cording to the market research
company NielsenIQ. By compari-
son, sales of all chocolates totaled
$16.27 billion.

Still, demand for Dubai choco-
late is growing much faster than
demand for other varieties. Unit
sales of pistachio-filled chocolates
were up 1,234% compared to the
previous year, NielsenlQ said,
while unit sales of all chocolates
fell less than 1%.
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Man arrested in deadly Pacific Palisades blaze

By CHRISTOPHER WEBER
AND ERric TUCKER
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Authorities
in California charged a 29-year-
old man with starting a fire that
days later erupted into the most
destructive blaze in Los Angeles
history and destroyed much of the
Pacific Palisades neighborhood,
federal law enforcement officials
announced Wednesday.

Authorities accused 29-year-
old Jonathan Rinderknecht of

lighting a fire on New Year’s Day
that was put out initially but con-
tinued to smolder underground
before reigniting during high
winds, acting U.S. Attorney Bill
Essayli said during a news confe-
rence.

Rinderknecht fled the scene of
the original fire but returned to
the same trail where he’d been
earlier to watch it burn, Essayli
said. During an interview with in-
vestigators, he lied about his loca-
tion, claiming he was near the bot-

tom of the hiking trail, Essayli
said.

He was arrested Tuesday in
Florida and was due to appear in
court Wednesday. Essayli de-
clined to say how investigators be-
lieve Rinderknecht started the
Jan. 1 fire.

The blaze, which erupted on
Jan. 7, killed 12 people and de-
stroyed more than 6,000 homes
and buildings in the Pacific Pal-
isades, a wealthy coastal neigh-
borhood of LA. The fire ripped

through hillside neighborhoods,
destroying mansions with spec-
tacular views of the ocean and
downtown Los Angeles.

Investigators determined the
fire was intentionally lit, likely by
a lighter taken to vegetation or pa-
per, the according to a criminal
complaint said.

Authorities first interviewed
Rinderknecht on Jan. 24, accord-
ing to the criminal complaint. He
told them he had been in the area
on Jan. 1 and did not see anyone

else in the area at that time.

Investigators excluded other
possibilities including fireworks,
lightning and power lines. Author-
ities also looked into whether a
cigarette could’ve caused the fire
but concluded that was not the
cause, the complaint says.

Investigators still haven’t deter-
mined the cause of a second blaze
called the Eaton Fire, which broke
out the same day in the commun-
ity of Altadena and Kkilled 18 peo-
ple.

KeviN RiDLEY, LowE's/AP

A customer welcome back Francine, the store cat Tuesday, after she disappeared unexpectedly in

September, at the Richmond, Va.

Missing Virginia store cat found
after hitching ride to another state

Associated Press

Francine the calico cat is back
home at a Lowe’s store in Virginia
after going missing for a few
weeks, hitching a ride on a truck
that turned up at a sister facility in
another state.

Two employees from a Lowe’s
in Richmond made the 90-minute
drive early Monday to pick up
Francine, who disappeared in
September and recently was dis-
covered at the company’s distri-
bution center in Garysburg, N.C.

She was back on the job Tues-
day, playing with customers, pos-
ing for photos and soaking in af-
fection.

“Francine is one of us,” store su-
pervisor Wayne Schneider said in
a telephone interview. “She’s just
amazing. What she means here to
the store and the employees, you
really can’t imagine the outpour-
ing that the employees and also
the customers give her daily.”

Francine spends much of her
time either at the customer ser-
vice desk or in the store’s seasonal
area. But things went awry in Sep-
tember as the store brought in

items for the upcoming Christmas
season. Store general manager
Mike Sida said that disruption
may have prompted Francine to
seek comfort elsewhere.

After store employees hadn’t
seen Francine for a few days, they
reviewed past surveillance video.
There were glimpses of her in the
appliance section and then the re-
ceiving department, where she
darted into a truck. An overnight
manager is then seen shutting the
truck’s door and off it went to Ga-
rysburg, about 85 miles to the
south.

“And then, of course, when she
got down to the distribution cen-
ter, she shot off the truck,” Sida
said. “That’s when we found out
where she was and she was mis-
sing.”

An animal control office set up
humane traps at the distribution
center, where photos of Francine
were posted throughout. The cen-
ter had dozens of monitoring cam-
eras, and Lowe’s brought in ther-
mal drones to survey the area. An
Instagram account unaffiliated
with Lowe’s dedicated to finding

Francine grew to more than
34,000 followers.

On Saturday, Francine was
spotted on camera near the distri-
bution center. After more humane
traps were installed, a volunteer
checked each trap throughout the
night. Finally, one of the traps trig-
gered and Francine’s meows
could be heard.

Schneider and Sida got in a car
early Monday and drove to get
Francine.

“That ride going down, knowing
that we were going to get her, was
justheartwarming. Knowing she’s
safe and that she’s coming back to
the store to get off her two-week
vacation,” Schneider said.

Unlike Lowe’s employees,
Francine does not wear a vest. She
had been previously outfitted with
several collars but escaped them
all. Now they plan on fitting her
with a harness that includes iden-
tifying information.

A local brewery planned to host
a “Francine Fest” community
event on Wednesday to celebrate
the homecoming, while the store
is planning its own team party.

Norwegian prince visits
Minn. to mark 200 years

of emigration

By STEVE KARNOWSKI
Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Norwegian
Crown Prince Haakon visited
Minnesota on Tuesday as part of a
tour marking the 200th anniver-
sary of organized emigration from
his homeland to the United States,
highlighting the deep connections
between the two countries.

The Upper Midwest has some of
the largest concentrations of
Scandinavian Americans in the
U.S., and Minnesota has well over
800,000 residents who claim Nor-
wegian ancestry, according to
state demographers. That’s more
than any other state. Nearly S mil-
lion North Americans have Nor-
wegian roots.

The crown prince began the day
in Minneapolis at Norway House,
which brings contemporary Nor-
way to the U.S. through arts, com-
merce and culture. He was greet-
ed by a large crowd, including
women, girls and boys wearing
colorful traditional bunad cos-
tumes, and others clad in more
modern Norwegian sweaters.

“For generations, the United
States and Norway have stood side
by side,” he said at a business
summit. “Building on this part-
nership, we can continue to devel-
op solutions that are sustainable,
innovative and future-oriented.”

Haakon also cut a ribbon to
open Norway House’s new Saga
Center. It’s an immersive, interac-
tive exhibit for families to explore
their connections with Norway,
where they can also navigate 3D
outdoor and urban landscapes to
learn about the country’s friluft-
sliv (outdoor life) and byliv (city
life).

Haakon then went to the state
Capitol in nearby St. Paul to meet
with Gov. Tim Walz, who said his
state takes deep pride in its Nor-
wegian heritage, calling it “foun-
dational to what we are as Minne-
sotans.”

The crown prince noted that a
third of Norway’s population left

ABBIE PARR/AP

Crown Prince Haakon of Norway
arrives at the Norway House in
Minneapolis on Tuesday.

in the first 100 years of mass emi-
gration, with 800,000 heading to
the U.S.

“Some people, analysts have
had a theory that everyone with
any initiative left for the United
States in that period,” Haakon told
reporters, jokingly. “I hope that
for those of us who stayed, that’s
not entirely true. ... I think, in Nor-
way, we developed at the same
time. And today there’s very much
a benefit from that history, be-
cause, of course, bonds between
nations (are) bonds between per-
sons, people.”

The crown prince’s agenda also
included a visit to Mindekirken,
the Norwegian Lutheran Memo-
rial Church in Minneapolis, which
still holds services in Norwegian.
Haakon’s mother, Queen Sonja,
visited the church in 2022 for its
100th anniversary.

Haakon also has a visit set for
Wednesday to St. Olaf College in
Northfield, a school south of Min-
neapolis that was founded by Nor-
wegian immigrants and has host-
ed several royal visits.
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Top US, Qatari
officials joinin
Gaza peace talks

By Samy MAGDY
Associated Press

CAIRO — President Donald
Trump’s top adviser for the Mid-
east and other senior officials
joined the third day of talks be-
tween Israel and Hamas in an
Egyptian resort Wednesday, a
sign that negotiators aim to dive
deeply into the toughestissues of a
U.S. plan to end the war in Gaza.

Hamas says it’s seeking firm
guarantees from Trump and
mediators that Israel won’t re-
sume its military campaign in the
Palestinian territory after the mil-
itant group releases all the re-
maining hostages.

All sides have expressed opti-
mism for a deal to end the two-
year war that has left tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians dead and
most of the Gaza Strip destroyed.
But key parts of the peace plan
still haven’t been agreed to, in-
cluding a requirement that Ha-
mas disarm, the timing and extent
of an Israeli troop withdrawal
from Gaza, and the creation of an
international body to run the terri-
tory after Hamas steps down.

Trump’s Mideast envoy, Steve
Witkoff, and his son-in-law, Jared
Kushner, arrived Wednesday at
Sharm el-Sheikh for the discus-
sions, as did Qatar’s prime minis-
ter, Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani, and Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-
nyahu’s top adviser, Ron Dermer.

Representatives from fringe
militant groups, the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad —
which holds an unknown number
of Israeli hostages — are sched-
uled to arrive later Wednesday,
according to officials who spoke
on condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized to
speak to the media. Their atten-

dance underscores the aim of the
talks to encompass all Palestinian
groups.

As Qatari, Egyptian and U.S.
mediators met with both sides in
preliminary talks on Wednesday
morning, a senior Hamas official,
Taher Nounou, said the group has
provided a list of Palestinian pris-
oners it wants released from Is-
rael in return for hostages in Gaza
as part of the deal.

Trump’s peace planThe plan
calls for an immediate ceasefire
and release of the 48 hostages that
militants in Gaza still hold from
their surprise attack on Israel on
Oct. 7, 2023, that started the war
and triggered Israel’s devastating
retaliation. Around 20 of the host-
ages are believed to still be alive.

It envisions Israel withdrawing
its troops from Gaza after Hamas
disarms, and an international se-
curity force moving in. The terri-
tory would be placed under inter-
national governance, with Trump
and former U.K. Prime Minister
Tony Blair overseeing it.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fat-
tah el-Sissi said Wednesday in tel-
evised comments that the negotia-
tions so far “were very encourag-
ing.”

Netanyahu has  accepted
Trump’s plan. His office said
Tuesday that Israel was “cau-
tiously optimistic,” framing the
talks as technical negotiations
over a plan that both sides already
had approved.

In a statement Tuesday, Hamas
reiterated its longstanding de-
mands for alasting ceasefire and a
full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza,
but said nothing about disarma-
ment, a step it has long resisted.

Hamas has also spoken against
the idea of international rule,
though it has agreed it will have no
role in governing post-war Gaza.

—
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Freepom FLoTiLLA CoALITION/AP

Live stream footage from the Sumud Flotilla’s Gaza Sunbird 1 vessel showed an Israeli soldier trying to
reach the camera, in Eastern Mediterranean sea, on Wednesday.

Israeli military troops intercept
another flotilla heading to Gaza

By MELANIE LIDMAN
AND RENATA BRITO
Associated Press

TEL AVIV, Israel — The Israeli
military intercepted a nine-boat
flotilla trying to break Israel’s na-
val blockade of Gaza early
Wednesday in the Mediterranean
Sea and detained scores of activ-
ists on board, the flotilla organiz-
ers and the Israeli Foreign Minis-
try said.

The ministry said the 145 activ-
ists taking part in effort by Free-
dom Flotilla Coalition & Thousand
Madleens to Gaza were in good
health and were being brought to
shore in Israel for processing be-
fore they are deported.

The interception came after
nearly 450 activists from a previ-
ous, high-profile flotilla — includ-
ing European lawmakers and cli-
mate activist Greta Thunberg —
were intercepted on more than 40
boats last week trying to reach
Gaza with a symbolic amount of
humanitarian aid.

While most of the activists of
the Global Sumud Flotilla have

been deported, six of them —
from Norway, Morocco and Spain
— remain detained in Israel, law-
yers representing them said
Tuesday.

The organizers of this latest flo-
tilla decried the new detentions on
Wednesday as “arbitrary and un-
lawful.”

The activists on board the nine-
vessel group included doctors, at
least one member of the Euro-
pean parliament and several na-
tional lawmakers from Turkey,
Denmark, France and Belgium.

The flotilla was carrying food
and medical aid destined for Gaza
hospitals.

“Another futile attempt to
breach the legal naval blockade
and enter a combat zone ended in
nothing,” the Foreign Ministry
wrote on X.

Organizers said the fleet was in-
tercepted around 120 nautical
miles off the coast of Gaza. Cam-
eras aboard the vessels, one large
passenger ship and eight smaller
sailboats, broadcast the intercep-
tions live.

The boats could be seen being
approached by fast-moving ships
and then boarded by Israeli
troops, who then cut off the broad-
cast.

Activists also said an Israeli
helicopter flew over them. No in-
juries were reported.

Turkey strongly condemned
and called Israel’s latest intercep-
tion in international waters an
“act of piracy.”

Its Foreign Ministry said
Wednesday it was a serious viola-
tion of international law and ac-
cused Israel of escalating tensions
and undermining peace efforts.

Turkey has launched diplomat-
ic efforts to secure the immediate
release and safe return of its citi-
zens and was coordinating with
other countries regarding the sta-
tus of other activists, the state-
ment said.

The interceptions last week of
the Global Sumud Flotilla drew
widespread condemnation and
sparked large protests in several
major cities and a one-day strike
across Italy.

Hundreds of hikers rescued from Mount Everest

Associated Press

BEIJING — About 900 hikers,
guides and other staff who were
stranded by a weekend snow-
storm on the Chinese side of
Mount Everest have reached safe-
ty, state media said late Tuesday.

A severe storm struck the area
Saturday night, cutting off access
to where the hikers were staying
in tents at an altitude of more than
16,000 feet.

In all, S80 hikers and more than
300 guides, yak herders and other

workers were stranded. About 350
hikers were able to descend by
noon Monday and the rest had ar-
rived by Tuesday, state media
said, citing the local government.

Some hikers reportedly had hy-
pothermia, and the official Xinhua
News Agency said about a dozen
of them were escorted to a meet-
ing point by teams with food, med-
icine, heating and oxygen sup-
plies.

The scenic area at Mount Ever-
est in China’s Tibet region has

been temporarily closed. The
29,000-foot peak, the world’s high-
est, straddles the border with Ne-
pal.

The storm struck during a
weeklong holiday that ends
Wednesday. Many Chinese travel
athome and abroad during the ho-
liday, which marks the anniver-
sary of the start of Communist
Party rule in China on Oct. 1,1949.

In Nepal, a South Korean clim-
ber died in a weekend storm near
the summit of Mera Peak, a

21,250-foot Himalayan mountain
south of Everest.

Early-season snowstorms hit at
least two other areas in western
China over the weekend, killing
one person and stranding motor-
ists on an icy and snowy highway
near a scenic hiking spot.

More than 200 people were
evacuated from a remote and rug-
ged valley in the Qilian Mountains
in Qinghai province. One person
died of hypothermia and altitude
sickness.

after storm

The area is undeveloped, and
authorities later warned people
against entering without permis-
sion, citing the difficult terrain,
unpredictable weather and an av-
erage altitude of more than 13,000
feet.

In northwest China’s Xinjiang
region, the Kanas scenic area was
closed after a snowstorm Sunday
that stranded motorists on a near-
by highway. The road had been
cleared by Monday, state media
said.
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Russian strike seriously damages Ukrainian power plant

By ILLIA NoviKOoVv
Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russia seri-
ously damaged one of Ukraine’s
thermal power plants in an over-
night attack, authorities said
Wednesday, as Moscow pursued
its campaign to deny Ukrainians
heat, light and running water as
winter approaches.

Two workers were injured in
the attack, according to DTEK,
UKkraine’s biggest electricity oper-
ator. It provided no further infor-
mation, including the plant’s loca-
tion.

Ukrainian authorities release
few details about the routine Rus-
sian attacks on its power grid so as
not to give away intelligence to the
enemy. Repair crews, meanwhile,
work round the clock to undo the
damage.

The energy sector has been a
key battleground since Russia
launched its all-out invasion of its
neighbor more than three years

DAN BasHAkov/AP

A local resident sits on a bench with her pet dog during a blackout
following Russia's air attacks on energy facilities in Chernihiv, Ukraine,

late Tuesday.

ago.
Each year, Russia has tried to
cripple the Ukrainian power grid

ahead of the bitter winter, hoping
to erode public morale and disrupt
military manufacturing. Ukraine

has accused Moscow of weaponiz-
ing winter.

UKkraine’s winter runs from late
October through March, with Jan-
uary and February being the col-
dest months.

Ukraine, meanwhile, has been
hitting back with long-range
strikes on the Russian energy sup-
ply, recently causing outages in
some Russian regions along the
border.

The Russian Defense Ministry
said Wednesday that its air de-
fenses overnight intercepted S3
UKkrainian drones over nine Rus-
sian regions.

The Ukrainian town of Shostka,
in the northeastern Sumy region,
has been hard hit by the Russian
onslaught against the power sup-
ply, officials say.

Authorities there have put up
tents where locals can warm up,
drink hot tea, charge their phones
and receive psychological sup-
port, according to regional head

Oleh Hryhorov.

He posted photos on Telegram
of people cooking in outdoor kitch-
ens in the street over open fires on
Tuesday.

Shostka Mayor Mykola Noha
posted the locations of 11 places in
the town where locals can get food
and tea. “Please bring your own
dishes,” he wrote on Facebook
Wednesday morning.

Russia also struck energy in-
frastructure in Ukraine’s north-
ern Chernihiv, southern Kherson
and southeastern Dnipropetrovsk
regions, authorities said.

Ukraine’s air force said it inter-
cepted or jammed 154 out of 183
Russian strike and decoy drones
fired at the country overnight.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian rockets
killed three people and wounded
one more in Russia’s Belgorod
border region, where previous at-
tacks have brought power outag-
es, Gov. Vyacheslav Gladkov said
Wednesday.

Nobel Prize winner in chemistry likened to an enchanted handbag

Associated Press

STOCKHOLM — Scientists Su-
sumu Kitagawa, Richard Robson
and Omar M. Yaghi won the Nobel
Prize in chemistry on Wednesday
for their development of metal/or-
ganic frameworks that could play
a part in solving some of human-
ity’s greatest challenges. An ex-
pert likened the discovery to Her-
mione Granger’s enchanted hand-
bag in the fictional “Harry Potter”
series.

From capturing carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere or sucking
water out of dry desert air, the

trio’s new form of molecular ar-
chitecture can absorb and contain
gases inside stable metal organic
frameworks.

The frameworks can be com-
pared to the timber framework of
a house and Hermione’s famous
beaded handbag, in that they are
small on the outside but very large
on the inside, according to Olof
Ramstrém, amember of the Nobel
Committee for Chemistry.

The chemists worked separate-
ly but added to each other’s break-
throughs, which began in 1989
with Robson.

“Metal-organic  frameworks
have enormous potential, bring-
ing previously unforeseen oppor-
tunities for custom-made materi-
als with new functions,” Heiner
Linke, chair of the Nobel Commit-
tee for Chemistry, said in a news
release.

The committee cited the poten-
tial for using the frameworks to
separating so-called “forever
chemicals” from water.

Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances, or PFAS, are a
group of chemicals that have been
around for decades and have now

spread into the air, water and soil.
They are also referred to as “for-
ever chemicals.”

Hans Ellegren, secretary-gen-
eral of the Royal Swedish Acade-
my of Sciences, announced
Wednesday’s prize in Stockholm.
It was the third prize announced
this week.

Robson, 88, is affiliated with the
University of Melbourne in Aus-
tralia. Kitagawa, 74, is with Ja-
pan’s Kyoto University and Yaghi,
60, with the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley.

Kitagawa spoke to the commit-

tee, and the press, over the phone
Wednesday after his win was an-
nounced.

“I’m deeply honored and de-
lighted that my long-standing re-
search has been recognized,” he
said.

The 88-year-old Robson, in a
phone call with The Associated
Press, said he was “very pleased
of course and a bit stunned as
well.”

“This is a major thing that hap-
pens late in life when I’m not
really in a condition to withstand it
all,” he said. “But here we are.”

STARS
SERVIC

L

/zND«@SI RIPESTT—

Transportation

944

VEHICLE

SHIPPING SERVICES

* Import & Export

N

« Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe)
= Door to door pick-up/delivery service

* Customs clearance

« International Shipping
< All Risk Marine Insurance
* Auto Insurance (Germany only)

A

For Further Information Please Contact

UNITED KINGDOM
+44-(0)1638-515714

US.A

+1-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701

GERMANY
Phone: +49-(0)6134-2592730
Toll-free:  0800-CARSHIP (Germany only)
E-Mail: info@transglobal-logistics.de
WEB: www.transglobal-logistics.de

For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations

enquiries@carshipuk.co.uk
www.carshipuk.co.uk

+1-800-264-8167 (US only)
info@tgal.us
www.tgal.us

Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a
better handle onissues that affect you most.

No one covers the bases the way we do.

STARSK #STRIPES

However you read us, wherever you need us.




PacE 14

pikine &y )

e STARS AND STRIPES °

Thursday, October 9, 2025

AMERICAN ROUNDUP

Police: Teen decapitates
mom’s boyfriend

NEW YORK — A trou-

bled teenager lopped
off the head of his mother’s boy-
friend in a bloody knife attack in-
side the bathroom of their Staten
Island home Monday afternoon,
the Daily News has learned.

Police rushed to the scene
around 4:24 p.m. in West Bright-
on, where a 35-year-old man was
stabbed multiple times in the head
and neck in the bathtub, police
sources said.

The man’s head was severed in
the ruthless rampage, the sources
said.

The teen’s sister saw the horrif-
ic carnage after arriving home
from school, the sources said.

“I did something bad,” the teen
told his sister, according to sourc-
es.

EMS pronounced the victim
dead at the scene. His identity was
withheld as police search for fam-
ily members.

Police nabbed the teen shortly
after the gruesome slaying.
Charges were pending in the case.

The teen was on various medi-
cations and was said to be emo-
tionally disturbed, police sources
told The News.

Alligator chilling at
tiki bar returned to wild

F STUART — One of Flor-
ida’s alligators is getting
laughs on social media after it was
caught trying to blend in with the
landscaping at a tiki bar.

The odd discovery was made
Monday at Harlow’s Hideout,
which summoned the Stuart Po-
lice Department.

The cops thought it was funny,
too.

“An alligator walks into a bar ...
No, seriously,” Stuart police wrote
in a Facebook post.

The outdoor bar acknowledged
it was “not an ordinary after-
noon,” and noted it was a case of
“gator on the rocks (with) cops for
the chaser.”

Photos show the alligator was a
juvenile, about 4 feet long, and it
was found behind a row of lounge
chairs.

“The party-seeking reptile has
since been relocated to a more
suitable venue, where the only
cocktails are in the swamp and the
sun never sets on happy hour,” po-
lice said.

State close to clearing
expungement backlog

N NEWARK — State pub-

lic defenders reached an
agreement with the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office last week to
process expungements more
quickly.

The consent order, issued by
the state Supreme Court, stems
from a lawsuit the state Office of
the Public Defender filed earlier
this year against the prosecutor’s
office. Public defenders alleged
prosecutors were delaying expun-
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Cruising by shapes of the city

A crew team on the Charles River rows past Boston University’s Center for Computing & Data Sciences, also known as the “Jenga Building,”
Monday in Boston. The unique stacked structure, which actually had nothing to do with Jenga, was inspired by the idea of a vertical
neighborhood. Geothermal wells about 1,500 feet deep into the ground heat and cool the building.

gement applications.

The lawsuit said hundreds of
Essex County residents waited
more than 60 days, with some
waiting months and up to a year
for expungements. That exceeded
the timelines required by state
law.

“This agreement ensures that
Essex County residents who have
earned a second chance will no
longer face indefinite delays,”
Public Defender Jennifer Selitti
said.

The Essex County Prosecutor’s
Office supported the agreement.

Beginning in March, the Essex
County Prosecutor’s Office must
keep its backlog below 20%.

Composting keeps ton of
food waste from landfills

M MUSKEGON — A new

composting program
hosted at the Muskegon Farmers
Market has already saved one ton
of food waste from going to the
landfill after one month in oper-
ation.

Green Michigan is a Muskegon-
based, West Michigan nonprofit
that provides sustainability edu-
cation and programming.

For the last month, Director An-
gela Fox has been running a week-
ly compost program at the down-
town Muskegon farmers market,
allowing people to drop off their
food scraps for a fee.

Fox has a stand under a green
umbrella each week at the center

of the farmers market where peo-
ple drop off food waste: food
scraps including dairy, meat and
bones.

It costs $3 for a one-time drop
off of up to two five-gallon buckets
worth of food waste.

For $10 a month, people can
drop off as many times as they
want, which Fox said has been
utilized by people who come to the
farmers market every week.

Lawsuit challenges lot
gift for Trump’s library

F TALLAHASSEE — A
Miami activist alleges
that city officials violated Flor-
ida’s open government law when
they gifted a sizable plot of prime
downtown real estate to the state,
which then transferred it to the
foundation for Donald Trump’s
future presidential library.

The nearly 3-acre property is a
developer’s dream and is valued
at more than $67 million, accord-
ing to a 2025 assessment by the
Miami-Dade County property ap-
praiser.

One of the last undeveloped lots
on an iconic stretch of palm tree-
lined Biscayne Boulevard, one re-
al estate expert wagered that the
parcel could sell for hundreds of
millions of dollars more.

Marvin Dunn, an activist and
chronicler of local Black history,
filed a lawsuit Monday in a Mia-
mi-Dade County court against the
Board of Trustees for Miami Dade

College, a state-run school that
previously owned the property.
He alleges that the board violated
Florida’s Government in the Sun-
shine law by not providing suffi-
cient notice for its special meeting
on Sept. 23, when it voted to give
up the land, and he’s seeking to
block the land transfer.

“No one not already in on the
deal would have had any idea
from this ‘notice’ of what the Dis-
trict Board of Trustees was ac-
tually planning to do,” the lawsuit
states.

Listeria found in spinach
of some meal kits

D WASHINGTON —

Federal health offi-
cials late Monday warned people
not to eat certain Hello Fresh sub-
scription meal Kkits containing
spinach that may be contaminated
with listeria.

The U.S. Agriculture Depart-
ment issued a public health alert
for the meals, which were pro-
duced by FreshRealm, the San
Clemente, Calif.-based company
linked to an expanding listeria
outbreak tied to heat-and-eat pas-
ta meals.

The products include 10.1-
ounce containers of Hello Fresh
Ready Made Meals Cheesy Pulled
Pork Pepper Pasta and 10-ounce
containers of Hello Fresh Ready
Made Meals Unstuffed Peppers
with Ground Turkey.

Both were shipped directly to
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CHARLES KRuPA/AP

consumers.

The pork pepper pasta is identi-
fied with establishment number
Est. 47718 and lot code 49107 or
Est. 2937 and lot code 48840. The
unstuffed peppers with ground
turkey is identified with Est.
P-47718 and lot codes S0069,
50073 or 50698.

Canine may sniff out
human waste in drains

M FLINT — The city may
be putting a specially
trained canine to work sniffing out
human waste in stormwater
drains and outfalls to prevent it
from entering local streams,
creeks and the Flint River.

The City Council is expected to
consider accepting a grant from
the Michigan Department of En-
vironment, Great Lakes, and
Energy for the program during a
committee meeting on Wednes-
day.

With the $39,970 grant, the city
wants to purchase a scent detec-
tion dog trained to smell for hu-
man waste and ignore animal fe-
ces in Flint’s 345 outfalls, 8,338
manholes and 14,962 catch basins.

Flint officials say they expect
the new program to improve wa-
ter quality in multiple bodies of
water, including the Flint River,
Gilkey and Kearsley creeks, and
the Carr Drain.

From The Associated Press and Tribune News
Service
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Dancing to her dreams

Hendrix of ‘Parent Trap’ comes full circle on reality show competition

By RopNEY Ho
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
ctress Elaine Hendrix’s
best-known film role is
1998’s “The Parent
Trap,” where she plays
Meredith Blake, the antagonist to
Lindsay Lohan’s twin characters.

Often perceived as an evil step-
mom, Meredith has found defen-
ders on social media in recent
years who see her more as a prag-
matic go-getter. This renewed at-
tention led to “Dancing with the
Stars” inviting her to compete on
Season 34.

“All my touchstones of pop cul-
ture are coinciding right now
thanks to TikTok and the millen-
nials,” Hendrix told The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution in a phone
interview from Los Angeles,
where she is camped out for as
long as she remains on the show.
“It’s not so much a resurgence as a
redemption for my character.
From the beginning, I had to justi-
fy the actions of Meredith.”

Hendrix, currently in the mid-
dle of the pack among the 12 re-
maining dancers based on judges’
scores, isn’t focused on competing
against the other celebrities. For
her, it’s about the experience.

“I just want to keep dancing,”
she said. “Ilove the process ... This
was a dream I had to let go a long
time ago.”

A Tennessee native, Hendrix
spent part of her teen years in At-
lanta and, after high school, pur-

sued a career in dance, focused on
modern and contemporary jazz.

But in 1992, she was cycling in
Los Angeles when a car hit her,
causing injuries that ended her
dance career. “I spent months in
physical therapy,” she said. She
pivoted and pursued acting, which
led to roles in films and TV shows
like “Romy and Michele’s High
School Reunion,” “Superstar,”
and, more recently, “Dynasty” on
the CW as Alexis Carrington.

Hendrix, who recently reunited
with Lohan in “Freakier Friday,”
is friends with Tom Bergeron, the
former longtime host of “Dancing
with the Stars.”

“I used to go to live tapings fre-
quently when I lived in Los An-
geles,” she said. “I have always
loved the art form. Now I've be-
come part of it!”

So far, Hendrix calls the experi-
ence “part excitement, part terri-
fying. I'm really working to shift
more into the excitement of it. I
have a lot to learn. I have to un-
learn. I have a lot to relearn. I
knew going in this would be hard,
but I didn’t know just how hard!”

The tango, she said, was the
most difficult for her to date.
“There are intricacies to it that are
not intuitive to me,” she said. “I'm
tall. ’'m always told to keep my
frame straight and shoulders
back. In the tango you need to
have your shoulders and head
back and your knees bent. It’s not
natural.”

But sheisn’t complaining. She is
practicing four hours a day with
her dance partner Alan Bersten,
learning different ballroom danc-
es each week. This is the first time
she’s done any dance training
since her accident.

“In real life, I’d never be able to
do this,” she said. “I may never
have an opportunity like this
again.”

At age 54, Hendrix is the sec-
ond-oldest person in the cast after
“Conan” sidekick Andy Richter
(58) and just a few months youn-
ger than actor Corey Feldman, al-
so 54, who was one of the first con-
testants to be eliminated.

“I want to prove to myself, to
Alan and to people watching that
women of a certain age, we don’t
stop,” she said. “I love the hard
work this takes. This brings me
joy. I feel like I'm built for this. I
love the focus this requires. I want
to be the best I can be.”

The judges so far have raved
about her ability to perform on
stage, but have nitpicked issues
with her shoulders and her core.

“Performing is the least of my
worries,” she said, noting that she
takes the critiques seriously: “It’s
part of what fuels me. I've had in-
juries. My shoulders are only go-
ing to do so much. I am pushing
my body as far as I can without
hurting myself.”

New episodes of “Dancing with

MonNicA ScHIPPER, GETTY IMAGES/TNS

the Stars” air Tuesdays on ABC Professional dancer Alan Bersten, left, and Elaine Hendrix are
and stream on Hulu and Disney+. contestants on the current season of “Dancing with the Stars.”

Country singer Zach Bryan critical of ICE in new song

From wire reports

Grammy Award-winning country singer-
songwriter Zach Bryan teased a new song
that appeared to criticize U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, drawing online
backlash from some of his more conserva-
tive fans.

Bryan — who rose to fame releasing his
songs on social media — posted a one-min-
ute clip of his new ballad on Instagram last
week. He sings, “ICE is gonna come bust
down your door,” and refers to the police as
“cocky,” followed by an expletive.

Unofficial transcribed lyrics from Zach
Bryan’s Instagram post: “My friends are all
degenerates, but they’re all I got / The gen-
erational story of dropping the plot /I heard
the cops came. Cocky mother——ers, ain’t
they? / And ICE is gonna come bust down
your door / Try to build a house, no bills no
more, well I got a telephone / Kids are all
scared and all alone.”

He later sings, “Got some bad news: the
fading of red, white and blue.”

Some social media users praised the lyr-
ics, though many others accused Bryan of
wavering patriotism and pandering to left-
wing audiences.

“Thank you for using your talent and
standing up for what’s morally correct,” one
Instagram account wrote.

Another user commented, “Didn’t know
Zach was an illegal sympathizer,” referring
to immigrants without legal status in the
United States.

“Good luck with the new fan base,” one
user said.

ICE has come under
heavy scrutiny for its vio-
lent raids across U.S. ci-
ties, which have detained
thousands of people — in-
cluding U.S. citizens and
people with legal status in
Bryan the United States — and

held many under harsh
conditions, at times without legal represen-
tation. Some have disappeared, with no ex-
planation provided by the government as to
where they may be.

Bryan, 29, an Oklahoma native who
served in the Navy and has described him-
self as a “total libertarian,” has appeared
hesitant at times to wade into politics but
has nonetheless garnered thousands of fans
aligned with President Donald Trump’s
“Make America Great Again,” or MAGA,
movement. In a 2022 interview with the
New York Times, he described his attempts
to stop his crowds from chanting vulgar
phrases about President Joe Biden.

He has also denied being a country sing-

er, saying that he wants to be in the “Spring-
steen, Kings of Leon, Ed Sheeran at-the-ve-
ry-beginning space.”

In 2023, he spoke out against “insulting
transgender people” amid right-wing back-
lash against Bud Light for its campaign fea-
turing a transgender activist. “I just think
insulting transgender people is completely
wrong because we live in a country where
we can all just be who we want to be,” he
wrote on his now-deleted X account, add-
ing: “It’s a great day to be alive I thought.”

Swift says she did not turn down
Super Bowl 2026 halftime show

Taylor Swift says she did not turn down
the 2026 Super Bowl halftime show, which
will be headlined by Bad Bunny on Feb. 8.

“The Life of a Showgirl” singer paid a vis-
it to “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon” on Monday and dispelled a few ru-
mors. Most notably, she shared she did not
turn down the NFL’s biggest stage because
she wouldn’t be allowed to own the perfor-
mance footage, as claimed in a popular in-
ternet rumor.

“No, no, no,” Swift said.

The Super Bowl halftime show is pro-
duced by the NFL, Apple Music and Roc
Nation— the latter founded by music mogul
Jay-Z.

“Jay-Z has always been very good to me.
Our teams are really close. Like, they some-
times will call and say, ‘How does she feel
about the Super Bowl?”” And that’s not like
an official offer or, like, an official confe-
rence room conversation,” Swift told Fal-
lon. “We’re always able to tell him the truth,
which is that, like, I am in love with a guy
who does that sport on that actual field,” she
continued, referring to fiancé Travis Kelce
— a tight end for the Kansas City Chiefs.

“Like, that is violent chess. That is gladia-
tors without swords. That is dangerous. The
whole season I am locked in on what that
man is doing on the field,” she said.

Other news

B Mary J. Blige is bringing her iconic
stage presence to the big screen with her
first concert film, “Mary J. Blige: For My
Fans, Live From Madison Square Garden.”
The Grammy and Emmy-winning artist an-
nounced Wednesday that the film will be re-
leased exclusively in theaters on Nov. S and
8. It captures her sold-out performance at
Madison Square Garden in April during her
For My Fans tour. The film features perfor-
mances from her three-decade career, in-
cluding hits like “Be Without You” and
“Family Affair.” It also includes behind-
the-scenes footage and surprise guest ap-
pearances.
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OPINION

Politicians need to stop being so online

By Davip M. DRUCKER

Bloomberg Opinion

witter is not the town square.
Someone might want to alert
American political leaders.

In the era of social media, Dem-
ocratic and Republican politicians have
grown hyper-sensitive, and responsive, to ac-
tivists who seemingly live their lives online.
Whether on X, formerly Twitter, where the
right ruminates over every alleged infraction
committed by the left and demands swift and
often constitutionally questionable action; on
Bluesky, where the echo-chamber boomer-
angs in the opposite direction; on Truth So-
cial, where President Donald Trump rumi-
nates over, well, everything; or on Facebook
and TikTok, Democrats and Republicans ap-
pear only too eager to satisfy the digital mob,
convinced that social media is simply a gath-
ering place where constituents are commun-
icating their priorities. They’re wrong.

I've long argued as much, based on years
of traveling the country and talking to voters,
including those interested enough in politics
to attend campaign rallies or knock on doors
for candidates. But fresh polling from the
Democratic firm Global Strategy Group
adds some data to bolster my conclusion.

As pollster Angela Kuefler explained dur-
ing a presentation for Third Way, the centrist
Democratic think tank in Washington that
commissioned the survey, just 37% of Demo-
cratic primary voters post on social media
platforms weekly, with 33% posting less of-
ten and 31% never posting.

That’s nearly two-thirds of Democratic
primary voters — even at a moment of major
political discontent and anxiety over Trump,
to say nothing of the future of their party.

“This is the most important slide,” Kuefler
declared, as she introduced these findings to
reporters last week, during an expansive Po-
werPoint presentation. How so? Because
Kuefler’s (and Third Way’s) goal ahead of
the 2028 presidential contest is to convince

Democrats to stop choosing rhetoric and pol-
icy proposals based on what they’re hearing
and reading from a minority of activist voters
on social media.

“People who post the most often,” Kuefler
added, “are fundamentally different than the
vast majority of these Democratic primary
voters,” leading many elected Democrats to
embrace “far left policies” that even most
Democratic voters oppose, never mind the
broader electorate.

Kamala Harris, the former vice president
and 2024 Democratic nominee, might wish
she’d had this data, and heeded that advice,
when seeking the White House in 2020. In
2024, Trump wouldn’t have been able to run
as many effective television spots against
her. But as mentioned, Democrats are hardly
the lone offenders.

Top GOP figures, too, often mistake the
rantings of right-wing activists and influ-
encers for political gospel. But only a minor-
ity of GOP voters and those who lean Repu-
blican “regularly” rely on social media for
news.

At 40%, Facebook is the most frequented
social platform for news by Republicans and
GOP leaners. At 14%, Elon Musk’s X is
among the least used for news, per a Pew Re-
search Center poll conducted in late August.
This survey data matches my experience
with Republican voters.

But to check my priors, I consulted with
Washington Examiner columnist Salena Zi-
to, who lives just outside Pittsburgh and cov-
ers Republican voters in Rust Belt battle-
grounds (and elsewhere) like a hawk, and
keenly understands their connection to
Trump. Zito’s verdict?

“Ithas been my experience as a reporter to
take everything that I see online with a grain
of salt. In other words, the audience tends to
skew more toward people who are, what I
call— and what other people call — ‘the very
online,’ ” said Zito, author of “Butler; The
Untold Story of the Near Assassination of Do-

nald Trump and the Fight for America’s
Heartland.” “What I see online rarely gives
[an accurate view of] what I see with voters,
in particular in the places that decide elec-
tions.”

“What happens on social media does not
dictate how people are feeling. There’s so
much nuance that’s missing,” she added.
“You really have to get on the ground and be
much more granular with people as opposed
to letting social media dictate how you think
the country is feeling.”

American politics appears to be drowning
in combative commentary and internet
memes. Republicans revel in “owning the
libs.” Prominent Democrats, intent on prov-
ing to their activist base that they’re fighting
to stop Trump, have dialed up profanity in
their rhetoric. And yet, none of this is how
most voters, left or right, are living their lives
day-to-day. Worried about the economy; ille-
gal immigration; Trump’s multifaceted ex-
ecutive overreach? Absolutely. Angry and
rude to their neighbors while fearing the end
of the republic? Hardly.

During the final weekend before Election
Day last year, my colleagues at The Dispatch
and I fanned out across the swing states. At
both Harris and Trump rallies, we asked
supporters of each candidate how they would
react, and what they would do, if the oppos-
ing White House contender won. They told
us they would be disappointed and yes, wor-
ried, about the future. But virtually all voters
we interviewed told us they would go about
their everyday lives and hope for the best
while looking ahead to the next election — as
they always have.

Our leaders, and those interested in join-
ing them in elected office, would do their po-
litical ambitions and the country well to real-
ize that.

David M. Drucker is columnist covering politics and policy.

He is also a senior writer for The Dispatch and the author of
“In Trump’s Shadow: The Battle for 2024 and the Future of the
GOP.”

Having no patience for complexity is a skewed reality

By Joun M. Crispr
Tribune News Service
large subset of Americansis so dis-
concerted by a small subset of fel-
low citizens that the former some-
times tries to proclaim the latter
out of existence, as President Donald Trump
did in hisinaugural address in January: “As of
today, it will henceforth be the official policy of
the United States government that there are
only two genders, male and female.”

Well, sure. Most people fit reasonably into
those two categories. But what about the citi-
zens who don’t reside comfortably in either?
What do we do with them?

This dilemma reflects the fact that many of
us don’t have much patience for complexity.
We prefer simplicity: black or white; us or
them,; girl or boy.

But the way humans were created or
evolved is much more complicated. Most peo-
ple feel like men or women, and their bodies
reflectthatreality. Butthe sexuality of a signif-
icant number of citizens is more complex.

Most are attracted to the opposite sex —
which probably makes theological and evolu-
tionary sense — but many are attracted to the
same sex or to both sexes. And some have the
body of one gender, but, they contend, the psy-
che of the other. Fond of simplicity, we often
lump all this complexity under the general

term LGBTQ+.

Part of the political right pretends that
LGBTQ+ doesn’texist,and another part com-
mits considerable energy tomaking theirlives
difficult.

Charlie Kirk is a good lens through which to
consider the transgender slice of LGBTQ+.
He called transgender citizens “abomina-
tions” and “athrobbing middle fingerto God.”
Transgenderwasone of Kirk’s favorite debate
topics, and he often set up his inexperienced
student opponents with this gambit: “Whatisa
woman?” The students often took the bait,
sometimes responding that a woman is
anyone who identifies as a woman, a naive re-
sponse that makes the same mistake that Kirk
made: oversimplification.

Kirk’s go-to marker for gender was chro-
mosomes. He often asked his transgender in-
terlocutors whether they are XX or XY. If
they’re XX, they’re female; if XY they’re male.
Case closed.

But between 1 and 2% of Americans are
born with chromosomal variations that don’t
fall neatly into these two categories. A person
canbejustX, withnoY,or XXY or amixture of
XX and XY cells. Some have both ovarian and
testicular development and other physical
variations that aren’t easily identified as male
orfemale. And while1to 2%is asmallnumber,
it translates into 3 to 6 million Americans.

But Kirk distinguished between men and
women in other ways. He said women are far
more likely to talk about “micro topics” —
friends, relationships — and men are more
likely to talk about “macro topics” —the stock
market, politics, sports.

Even if Kirk was right about how men and
women talk (I'm still skeptical) he didn’t ac-
count for women who want to talk about sports
and politics— and there are many —and men
who are willing to talk about so-called “micro
topics.” Maybe the question Kirk should have
been asking is “What is not a woman?”’

Perhaps we can agree that an XY guy who
drivesapickup and talks about sportsisaman.
And we can come up with a stereotypical XX
counterpart. Butit’s presumptuous and some-
what arrogant to tell the citizens who fall in be-
tween these boundaries that they’re just mak-
ing things up. I’ve known some of these citi-
zens—you have, too— and they deserve tobe
treated with dignity.

And with empathy. Kirk wasn’t a fan of em-
pathy. “I can’t stand the word empathy,” he
said, calling it a “made-up, new-age term that
has done a lot of damage.”

I disagree. Empathy and appreciation for
complexity. We need more of both.

John M. Crisp, an op-ed columnist for Tribune News Service,
lives in Texas.
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SCOREBOARD/NFL

PRO FOOTBALL

American Conference

East
W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 4 1 0 .800 153 113
New England 3 2 0 .600 125 101
Miami 1 4 0 .200 107 145
N.Y. Jets 0 5 0 .000 112 157
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Indianapolis 4 1 0 .800 163 89
Jacksonville 4 1 0 .800 127 100
Houston 2 3 0 .400 108 61
Tennessee 1 4 0 .200 73 141
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 3 1 0 .750 96 98
Cincinnati 2 3 0 .400 85 156
Baltimore 1 4 0 .200 141 177
Cleveland 1 4 0 .200 73 123
West
W L T Pct PF PA
Denver 3 2 0 .600 117 84
L.A. Chargers 3 2 0 .600 98 98
Kansas City 2 3 0 .400 125 107
Las Vegas 1 4 0 .200 83 139

National Conference

East
W L T Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 4 1 0 .800 125 109
Washington 3 2 0 .600 134 101
Dallas 2 2 1 .500 151 154
N.Y. Giants 1 4 0 .200 87 127
South
W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 4 1 0 .800 135 132
Atlanta 2 2 0 500 76 86
Carolina 2 3 0 .400 102 119
New Orleans 1 4 0 .200 92 135
North
W L T Pct PF PA
Detroit 4 1 0 .800 174 112
Green Bay 2 1 1 .625 104 84
Minnesota 3 2 0 .600 123 97
Chicago 2 2 0 .500 101 117
West
W L T Pct PF PA
SanFrancisco 4 1 0 .800 106 98
L.A. Rams 3 2 0 .600 123 107
Seattle 3 2 0 .600 146 105
Arizona 2 3 0 .400 103 96

Thursday’s game
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants
Sunday’s games

Denver vs N.Y. Jets at London
Arizona at Indianapolis
Cleveland at Pittsburgh
Dallas at Carolina

L.A. Chargers at Miami

L.A. Rams at Baltimore

New England at New Orleans
Seattle at Jacksonville
Tennessee at Las Vegas
Cincinnati at Green Bay

San Francisco at Tampa Bay
Detroit at Kansas City

Open: Houston, Minnesota

Monday’s games

Buffalo at Atlanta
Chicago at Washington

Thursday, Oct. 16
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati

Sunday, Oct. 19

L.A. Rams vs. Jacksonville at London
Philadelphia at Minnesota
New Orleans at Chicago
Miami at Cleveland

Las Vegas at Kansas City
Carolina at N.Y. Jets

New England at Tennessee
N.Y. Giants at Denver
Indianapolis at L.A. Chargers
Green Bay at Arizona
Washington at Dallas
Atlanta at San Francisco
Open: Baltimore, Buffalo

PRO BASKETBALL

WNBA Finals

(Best-of-seven)
Las Vegas 2, Phoenix 0

Las Vegas 89, Phoenix 86

Las Vegas 91, Phoenix 78
Wednesday: at Phoenix

Friday: at Phoenix

x-Sunday: at Las Vegas
x-Wednesday, Oct. 15: at Phoenix
x-Friday, Oct. 17: at Las Vegas

Tuesday’s transactions

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

R%HARLOWE HORNETS — Waived G DJ
0

DALLAS MAVERICKS — Waived G Mat-
thew Cleveland.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS — Waived F
MarJon Beauchamp, F Andrew Carr and C
Liam Robbins.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

NFL — Fined Dallas Cowboys owner and
ﬁeneral manager Jerry Jones $250,000 for

is inadvertent and obscene gesture to-
ward fans at New York on Sunday.

BUFFALO BILLS — Signed LB Baylon
Spector and CB Jalen Kimber to the prac-
tice squad. Released LB Otis Reese IV from
the practice squad.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Signed CB
Keion Crossen and OL Darrian Dalcourt to
the practice squ.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Received QB
Joe Flacco and a sixth-round draft pick
from Cleveland in exchange for a fifth-
round pick. Signed DT Howard Cross Il to
the practice squad. Released QB Mike
White from the practice squad. Released
QB Brett Rypien.

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS — Placed K Spen-
cer Shrader and CB Mike Hilton on injured
reserve.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Placed TE
Brenton Strange on injured reserve.
Signed WR Tim Jones to the practice
squad. Released WR Erik Ezukanma from
the practice squad.

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS — Signed P Brad
Robbins to the practice squad.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Re-signed
RB Nyheim Hines to the practice squad.
Signed C Josh Kaltenberger and WR Jalen
Reagor to the practice squad. Released OL
Michael Dunn and LB Kana'i Mauga from
the practice squad.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed RB
Jashaun Corbin to the practice squad. Re-
leased OL Royce Newman from the prac-
tice squad.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed CB Mi-
chael Davis to the active roster. Released
RB Velus Jones. Signed WR Ronnie Bell and
TE Moliki Matavao to the practice squad.
Released DE Garrett Nelson, OT Sataoa
Laumea and WR Tommy Mellow from the
practice squad.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Released LB
Ja’Whaun Bentley from the practice
squad. Signed RB Raheem Blackshear to
the practice squad.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Released G
Sua Opeta from the practice squad.
Signedd RB Owen Wright to the practice
squad.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Waived WR Trey-
lon Burks. Released CB Alex Johnson from
the practice squad.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM DUCKS — Waived G Ville Hus-

BUFFALO SABRES — Placed G Alexandar
Georgiev on waive

CAROLINA HURRICANES Placed F Juha
Jaaska on waivers.

DALLAS STARS — Agreed to terms with F
Adam Erne on a one-year, two-way con-
tract. Placed F Jamie Bennonlong-termin-
juredreserve.Recalled D Lian Bichsel from
Texas (AHL).

EDMONTON OILERS — Recalled Fs Isaac
Howard and David Tomasek from Bakers-
field (AHL).

FLORIDA PANTHERS — Placed Fs Tomas
Nosek and Matthew Tkachuk on non-ros-
ter, injured reserve. Placed F Aleksander
Barkov on injured reserve.

MINNESOTA WILD — Recalled F Hunter
Haight from lowa (AHL). Placed Fs Nico
Sturm and Mats Zuccarello on injured re-
serve. Designated Fs Cameron Butler and
Michael Milne and D Stevie Leskovar as in-
jured, non-roster players.

NEW JERSEY DEVILS — Signed F Luke
tGlentdening to a one-year, one-way con-

ract.

SAN JOSE SHARKS — Placed D Jack
Thompson and D Lucas Carlssonon thein-
jured, non-roster list. Designated F Egor
Afanasyev for non-roster, injured reserve.

VANCOUVER CANUCKS — Recalled D
Victor Mancini from Abbotsford (AHL).
Placed D Pierre-Olivier Joseph on injured
reserve.

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS — Placed D Jer-
emy Davies on waivers. Placed Fs Jordan
Gustafson, Jakub Demek and Trevor Con-
nelly on the injured, non-roster list.

Oct.9

1974 — The Washington Capitals lose
their first NHL game, 6-3 to the Rangers at
New York’s Madison Square Garden.

1988 — Oakland finishes a four-game
sweep over the Boston Red Sox to win the
AL pennant. Dennis Eckersley is named
ALCS MVP after saving all four wins for the
Athletics.

1991 — The San Jose Sharks get their first
NHL win, beating the Calgary Flames 4-3.

2004 — Texas Tech beats Nebraska 70-
10, the worst lost in the Cornhuskers’ sto-
ried 114-year history.

2005 — Chris Burke hitsahomeruninthe
bottom of the 18th inning and Roger Cle-
mens pitches three scoreless innings of
relief in the Houston Astros’ 7-6, series-
ending victory over the Atlanta Braves in
the NLDS. Thelongest postseason gamein
history takes 5 hours, 50 minutes.

2012 — Jerry Sandusky issentencedtoat
least 30 years in prison in the child sexual
abuse scandal that shamed Penn State
and led to coach Joe Paterno’s downfall.

PRO SOCCER

MLS

Eastern Conference

W L T Pts GF GA
Philadelphia 20 7 6 66 57 33
Cincinnati 19 9 5 62 49 40
Inter MiamiCF 17 7 8 59 72 53
Charlotte FC 18 13 2 56 53 46
NYCFC 17 11 5 56 49 42
Nashville 16 11 6 54 56 40
Orlando City 14 7 11 53 60 45
Chicago 1511 7 52 66 58
Columbus 13 8 12 51 52 50
New York 12 14 7 43 47 44
New England 916 8 35 42 49
Toronto FC 513 14 29 33 40
CF Montréal 6 17 10 28 34 57
Atlanta 5 15 12 27 37 58
D.C. United 518 10 25 29 65

Western Conference

W L T Pts GF GA
SanDiegoFC 18 9 6 60 60 41
Vancouver 17 6 9 60 63 35
Minn. United 16 7 10 58 55 37
LAFC 16 7 8 56 61 37
Seattle 13 9 10 49 55 47
Austin FC 12 12 8 44 35 43
Portland 11 11 11 44 41 44
FC Dallas 10 11 11 41 49 52
Real SaltLake 12 16 4 40 36 46
Colorado 11 15 7 40 42 54
San Jose 10 15 8 38 58 62
Houston 915 9 36 43 56
St Louis City 818 7 31 42 56
Sporting KC 720 6 27 46 70

LA Galaxy 518 9 24 42 64

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday’s game

Toronto FC at Los Angeles FC
Saturday’s games
Atlanta at Miami
Vancouver at Orlando City
Real Salt Lake at Seattle
FC Dallas at LA Galaxy
Sunday’s game

Los Angeles FC at Austin FC

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Kansas City 19 2 2 59 45 11
Washington 12 4 7 43 39 28
Gotham FC 9 6 8 3 31 18
Portland 9 7 7 34 32 28
Seattle 9 7 7 34 28 26
Orlando 9 8 6 33 28 24
Louisville 9 9 5 32 31 35
San Diego 8 8 7 31 31 29
North Carolina 7 9 7 28 29 35
Houston 710 6 27 26 35
Angel City 6 11 6 24 28 37
UtahRoyalsFC 5 11 7 22 24 37
Bay FC 4 12 7 19 24 35
Chicago 2 11 10 16 28 46

Note: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Friday’s games

Chicago at Louisville
Portland at Orlando
Bay FC at Seattle

Saturday’s games

Gotham FC at Kansas City
Washington at North Carolina
San Diego at Utah Royals FC

Sunday’s game
Houston at Angel City

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Schedule
Wednesday
SOUTH
Missouri St. (2-3) at Middle Tenn. (1-4)
SOUTHWEST

Liberty (1-4) at UTEP (1-4)

Thursday
SOUTH

La. Tech (4-1) at Kennesaw St. (3-2)

East Carolina (3-2) at Tulane (4-1)

Southern Miss. (3-2) at Georgia South-
ern (2-3)

SOUTHWEST
Ja)cksonville St. (2-3) at Sam Houston St.
-5

Friday
EAST

Marist (3-2) at Penn (2-1)
Brown (2-1) at Bryant (2-4)
Cornell (0-3) at Harvard (3-0)

SOUTHWEST
South Florida (4-1) at North Texas (5-0)
FAR WEST

Rutgers (3-2) at Washington (4-1)
Fresno St. (5-1) at Colorado St. (1-4)

A

PauL Sancya/AP

The Cincinnati Bengals acquired quarterback Joe Flacco and a
sixth-round draft pick from the Cleveland Browns for a fifth-round pick.

Bengals get Flacco,
could start at QB

Associated Press

Joe Flacco is on the move again.

The Cincinnati Bengals (2-3) ac-
quired the veteran quarterback
from the Cleveland Browns along
with a 2026 sixth-round draft pick
on Tuesday for a fifth-round pick
next season.

The 40-year-old Flacco gives
Cincinnati another option. Jake
Browning has struggled since re-
placing Joe Burrow, who is out
with atoe injury sustained in Week
2.

Flacco started the first four
games for Cleveland (1-4) this sea-
son, completing 93 of 160 passes
for 815 yards and two touchdowns
with six interceptions.

“Joe is an experienced quarter-
back with a history of winning,”
Bengals coach Zac Taylor said.
“He is a leader with a skill set that
will fit our personnel well. He is a
gifted passer with a strong arm,
and we are excited to have him on
our team.”

Rookie Dillon Gabriel replaced
Flacco in the starting lineup and
played well in the Browns’ 21-17
loss to the Minnesota Vikings in
London. Rookie Shedeur Sanders
now moves up to the backup spot.

If Flacco starts against the
Green Bay Packers this week, he
will become the seventh QB since
at least 1950 to start against the
same opponent twice in a season
with a different team. Kyle Orton
did it twice.

Cincinnati released Brett Ry-
pien after the trade.

Flacco has thrown for 46,512
yards, 259 TDs and 168 INTs in 18
seasons. He is 10-6 in the playoffs
with 3530 yards passing, 26 TDs
and 12 INTs.

Giants’ Dart will play
through injury vs. Eagles

Jaxson Dart has been playing
through a hamstring injury since
making and winning his first NFL
start late last month. He does not

plan to let it keep him off the field.
The rookie quarterback

brushed off any concern about the
sore hamstring Tuesday and in-
sisted he’ll play for the New York
Giants on Thursday night when
they host the reigning Super Bowl
champion Philadelphia Eagles.

After being listed as a limited
participant on the practice report
Monday, Dart was estimated to be
full go Tuesday, though the Giants
did only what coach Brian Daboll
calls a “jog-through.”

Dart missed time Sept. 28
against the Los Angeles Chargers
while being evaluated for a con-
cussion, but played the entire
game thispast weekend at New Or-
leans.

Ravens trade Oweh to
Chargers for Gilman

The Baltimore Ravens agreed to
trade edge rusher Odafe Oweh to
the Los Angeles Chargers for safe-
ty Alohi Gilman on Tuesday.

The teams said the move was
pending physicals.

Baltimore also receives a fifth-
round pick in next year’s draft,
with a 2027 seventh-rounder going
to Los Angeles.

Oweh is in the final year of his
rookie contract, and after produc-
ing a career-high 10 sacks last sea-
son, he has none through five
games in 2025. Even with the Rav-
ens’ defense decimated by inju-
ries, he played only 26 snaps in
Sunday’s 44-10 loss to Houston.
Mike Green, a rookie in a similar
role, played 42.

Still, the former first-round pick
gives the Chargers another pass
rusher to add to a defense that is
tied for fifth in the league in sacks.

Aspoor as Baltimore’s pass rush
has been, the secondary might be
in more trouble.

Safety Kyle Hamilton and cor-
nerbacks Marlon Humphrey and
Chidobe Awuzie missed last week-
end’s game with injuries, and safe-
ty Ar’'Darius Washington tore an
Achilles tendon in the offseason.
That left the Ravens starting three
rookies against the Texans.
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Weekly statistics

AFC individual leaders NFC individual leaders
Quarterbacks Quarterbacks
Att Com Yds TD Int Att Com Yds TD Int
D.Jones, Ind 150 107 1290 6 2 Stafford, LAR 183 122 1503 11 2
Maye, NE 153 113 1261 7 2 | Prescott, Dal 195 139 1356 10 3
Mahomes, KC 183 116 1257 8 2 | Mayfield, TB 172 112 1283 10 1
Herbert, LAC 178 117 1229 8 4 | Darnold, Sea 134 98 1246 9 3
Allen, Buf 152 107 1217 9 2 Goff, Det 145 109 1187 12 2
G.Smith, Las 163 106 1176 6 9 Love, GB 121 841000 8 1
Nix, Den 176 114 1103 8 4 Rattler, NO 177 119 990 6 1
Stroud, Hou 144 102 1076 8 3 Murray, Ari 161 110 962 6 3
Rushers Rushers
Att Yds Avg LG TD Att Yds Avg LG TD
Taylor, Ind 94 480 5.1 68 6 | J.williams,Dal 79 447 57 66 5
Cook, Buf 90 450 5.0 44t 5 | K.Williams, LAR 82 368 45 20 1
Etienne, Jac 77 443 58 71 2 | Walker,Sea 68 330 49 31 3
Dobbins, Den 77 402 5.2 41 4 Gibbs, Det 70 325 4.6 42 4
Hall, NYJ 66 351 53 23 O Mason, Min 69 323 47 24 3
Jeanty, Las 82 349 4.3 64t 2 | Robinson, Atl 64 314 49 25 1
Judkins, Cle 72 347 48 38 2 Montgomery,Det 61 310 51 72 4
Pollard, Ten 82 328 4.0 21 2 | Dowdle,Car 51 289 57 53 2
Henry, Bal 64 317 50 49 4 | Crsky-Mrritt, Was 43 283 66 42 4
Hampton, LAC 66 314 4.8 54t 2 | Kamara, NO 73 283 39 18t 1
Receivers Receivers
No Yds Avg LG TD No Yds Avg LG TD
Wilson, NYJ 33 382 116 33t 4 Nacua, LAR 52 588 11.3 31 2
Flowers, Bal 28 377 135 56 1 Smth-Njigba,Sea 34 534 157 53 2
Johnston, LAC 26 377 145 60t 4 | Jefferson, Min 29 449 155 50 1
Chase, Cin 32 374 11.7 64t 3 Egbuka, TB 25 445 178 77t 5
Sutton, Den 26 365 14.0 52t 3 | St.Brown, Det 35 407 116 34 6
Diggs, NE 29 359 124 33 0 | MccCaffrey, SF 39 387 99 29 3
Collins, Hou 22 312 142 50t 3 Adams, LAR 22 357 16.2 44t 3
Warren, Ind 23 307 133 41 1 Pickens, Dal 23 357 155 43t 5
Waddle, Mia 23 295 12.8 46t 3 McMillan, Car 24 351 146 40 O
Meyers, Las 25 290 11.6 45 O Pearsall, SF 20 327 164 45 0
Punters Punters
No Yds Lg Avg No Yds Lg Avg
Rehkow, Cin 27 1433 70 53.1 | Mann, Phi 26 1364 70 52.5
Cole, Las 14 717 60 51.2 | Whelan, GB 14 725 65 51.8
Scoring Scoring
Touchdowns Touchdowns
TD Rush Rec Ret Pts TD Rush Rec Ret Pts
Taylor, Ind 7 6 1 0 42 St. Brown, Det 6 0 6 0 36
Cook, Buf 5 5 0 0 30 J.Williams, Dal 6 5 1 0 36
Kicking Kicking
PAT FG LG Pts PAT FG LG Pts
Shrader, Ind 14-14 13-14 52 53 | MclLaughlin,TB 11-12 12-15 65 47
Prater, Buf 15-15 10-11 52 45 | Aubrey, Dal 15-16 10-10 64 45
C.Little, Jac 13-13 10-12 52 43 Myers, Sea 17-17 9-12 56 44
Kickoff Returners Kickoff Returners
NO Yds AVG LG TD No Yds Avg Lg TD
Davis, NYJ 11 323 294 41 0 | Young,Sea 8 275 344 60 O
Codrington, Buf 9 261 29.0 41 0 | McCaffrey,Was 12 377 314 58 0
AFC team statistics NFC team statistics
Average per game Average per game
Offense Offense
Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Buffalo 395.8 1544 241.4 Dallas 406.6 134.4 272.2
Indianapolis 381.2 128.2 253.0 | L.A.Rams 401.8 112.2 289.6
Kansas City 361.0 120.0 241.0 | San Francisco 375.8 85.2 290.6
Denver 355.2 140.6 214.6 | Detroit 365.0 134.8 230.2
L.A. Chargers 352.2 116.8 2354 Atlanta 362.8 136.5 226.2
Jacksonville 342.6 137.0 205.6 Seattle 358.4 113.0 245.4
New England 336.6 95.2 2414 Tampa Bay 353.8 1104 2434
Las Vegas 322.8 112.6 210.2 | Washington 349.0 156.4 192.6
N.Y. Jets 319.4 1444 175.0 | GreenBay 347.2 1145 232.8
Houston 3144 116.2 198.2 | Chicago 328.0 102.2 225.8
Baltimore 311.8 115.6 196.2 | N.Y.Giants 320.6 117.0 203.6
Cleveland 288.2 958 1924 Carolina 315.0 128.0 187.0
Miami 2786 82.2 196.4 New Orleans 307.2 116.8 190.4
Pittsburgh 263.5 80.0 183.5 | Minnesota 305.0 106.8 198.2
Tennessee 233.8 85.2 148.6 | Arizona 288.4 118.2 170.2
Cincinnati 228.6 57.0 171.6 | Philadelphia 261.6 99.8 161.8
Defense Defense
Yards Rush Pass Yards Rush Pass
Cleveland 247.8 75.6 172.2 | Atlanta 244.0 109.0 135.0
Houston 265.8 90.6 175.2 | GreenBay 283.2 77.5 205.8
Denver 288.6 88.4 200.2 Minnesota 289.8 132.2 157.6
L.A. Chargers 293.8 121.6 172.2 Detroit 298.8 92.2 206.6
Buffalo 299.6 145.6 154.0 | L.A.Rams 309.0 93.6 215.4
Kansas City 314.0 123.4 190.6 Tampa Bay 310.8 92.4 2184
Indianapolis 315.0 98.0 217.0 Carolina 311.6 107.2 204.4
New England 327.8 85.6 242.2 | San Francisco 315.6 108.0 207.6
Las Vegas 328.2 101.4 226.8 | Seattle 322.8 83.0 239.8
N.Y. Jets 347.4 140.4 207.0 New Orleans 326.2 122.2 204.0
Jacksonville 348.2 97.8 250.4 | Philadelphia 338.2 126.8 211.4
Tennessee 366.8 146.8 220.0 | Arizona 346.6 924 254.2
Pittsburgh 382.5 122.0 260.5 | Washington 352.0 117.0 235.0
Miami 386.6 174.2 212.4 | N.Y.Giants 377.2 140.0 237.2
Cincinnati 391.2 132.2 259.0 Chicago 379.5 164.5 215.0
Baltimore 408.8 146.4 262.4 Dallas 412.0 127.4 284.6

MaTT ROURKE/AP

Broncos quarterback Bo Nix, right, celebrates after a victory at Philadelphia on Sunday. Denver has
another long trip this week as it heads to London to face the New York Jets.

TUESDAY TAKEAWAYS

Jaguars, Broncos, Pats
still have a little to prove

By RoB Maabi1
Associated Press

The Jaguars, Broncos and Pa-
triots had statement victories in
Week S. How they follow up will
determine if they’re ready to be
real contenders.

Trevor Lawrence led Jackson-
ville to an incredible 31-28 come-
back victory over Patrick Ma-
homes and the Kansas City Chiefs
on Monday night, overcoming a
few of his own miscues and saving
his best for the last drive.

The Jaguars are 4-1 under
coach Liam Coen, and they proved
in front of a national audience that
they can compete with any team.

Now comes a difficult matchup
at home against Seattle. The Sea-
hawks (3-2) lost to Tampa Bay on
the final play in a game they
could’ve won if not for a late inter-
ception.

I's a quick turnaround and
short week for the Jaguars after
an impressive win. Some teams
can let down in these situations.
Jacksonville can’t afford to let up,
especially with a trip to London to
face the Rams coming up the fol-
lowing week.

Denver (3-2) went to Philadel-
phia on a short week of prepara-
tion after a lopsided win over the
Bengals and stunned the reigning
Super Bowl champion Eagles.

Down 17-3 in the fourth quarter,
Bo Nix led the Broncos to a 21-17

comeback win and the defense sti-
fled Saquon Barkley, Jalen Hurts
and the rest of Philadelphia’s in-
consistent offense.

Now, they’re heading to London
to face the NFL’s only winless
team, the New York Jets.

It’s another challenging travel
week for the Broncos, who are tied
with the Los Angeles Chargers in
the AFC West. Sean Payton’s team
can’t slip up against the woeful
Jets, who have talent despite their
0-S record.

Denver returns home to play
four of its next five games at home
before abyein Week 12. The Bron-
cos host the Giants and Cowboys,
visit the Texans, and then host the
Raiders and the Chiefs. They
could be 8-2 going into a matchup
against Kansas City if they take
care of business and don’t over-
look any opponent. That starts
with beating the Jets.

New England (3-2) went to Buf-
falo and shocked the Bills on Sun-
day night with Drake Maye lead-
ing a 23-20 victory. The Patriots
made it clear that Josh Allen and
the Bills aren’t going to cruise to
another AFC East title. They won’t
be pushed around anymore, not
with coach Mike Vrabel standing
on the sideline.

Maye has been impressive in
his second season and certainly
looks like the franchise quarter-

back the Patriots have sought
since Tom Brady left.

But that win over the Bills can’t
be New England’s Super Bowl.
The Patriots have a favorable
schedule the rest of the way. Only
two of their remaining games are
against teams that currently have
awinning record — Buccaneersin
Week 10 and Bills in Week 15.

The Patriots head to New Or-
leans (1-4) this week and Tennes-
see (1-4) next before returning
home to face Cleveland (1-4). If
they want to challenge Buffalo for
the division, they must defeat in-
ferior teams.

Adapting to change

Baker Mayfield is on his third
offensive coordinator in three sea-
sons with Tampa Bay and fifth in
four years, including his stints
with the Panthers and Rams in
2022.

He has improved each season
and is playing at an MVP level.
Dave Canales spent one year as
the Buccaneers OC in 2023 and
landed a head coaching job in Car-
olina. Coen replaced him, May-
field had his best season and the
Jaguars hired him to be head
coach.

Josh Grizzard took over for
Coen, Mayfield has elevated his
game another notch and Tampa
Bay’s offense is averaging 27
points per game.
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Title window open
for motivated and
talented Lightning

By RoB MAADDI
Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla.— When aboat pa-
rade is the standard for an organi-
zation, anything less than hoisting
the Stanley Cup is a disappoint-
ment.

The Tampa Bay Lightning
haven’t come close to those lofty
expectations since falling two
wins shy of a threepeat in 2022.
They’ve been eliminated in the
first round of the playoffs three
consecutive years, the last two by
the eventual champion Florida
Panthers.

“You kinda use that as motiva-
tion throughout the whole sum-
mer,” veteran defenseman Ryan
McDonagh said. “You’re angry
that your season was cut short. We
didn’t accomplish our goal so you
use that as motivation all summer
to be as prepared as you can be
and ready for a good start to the
season and carry that through.
They knocked us out and went on
and finished the job, and that’s
what we’re trying to do and get the
job done.”

The Lightning didn’t make any
splashy moves in the offseason af-
ter acquiring right wing Oliver
Bjorkstrand and center Yanni
Gourde at the trade deadline last
season. Instead, they kept their
core together, added depth
players like forward Pontus
Holmberg and bring back one of
the most balanced lineups in the
NHL.

Is their window to win another

Cup closing? Not yet. It’s still wide
open with this group.

“At the end of last season, goals
against, goals for, power play,
(penalty Kkill), goal differential, S-
on-5 play, we checked a lot of box-
es,” general manager Julien Bri-
seBois said. “We still went out and
tried to do even better, tried to im-
prove the roster at the deadline,
tried to improve the roster this off-
season. So you’re always looking
to improve your roster. I think
what’s exciting for us now is some
of that growth might be internal. It
might be organic. We have some
young players that are going to be
pushing to play a bigger role, I
think, and it’ll be exciting to see if
they’re able to do that and how
quickly they’ll be able to do that.”

Nikita Kucherov, Brayden
Point and Jake Guentzel are an
elite top line. They lead an offense
that averaged a league-best 3.6
goals per game.

Kucherov has won consecutive
scoring titles and is aiming to be-
come just the seventh player in
NHL history to do it three years in
a row. The 3l-year-old Russian
forward enters the season just six
points away from 1,000 for his ca-
reer.

He’s more focused on improv-
ing the power play after a dismal
2-for-18 showing in the five-game
series against the Panthers, who
have turned into a bitter rival. In
the regular season, Tampa Bay
had the fifth-best power play with
a25.9% success rate.

Future: Productlon could

FROM PAGE 24

“He’s already looking at 900 —
like hopefully that happens
(Wednesday) night,” coach Spen-
cer Carbery said before chuckling
at the possibility of an opening-
night hat trick.

That 900th goal could be the last
big milestone for a while. Ovech-
kin already holds NHL records for
power-play goals, 40-goal seasons
and 30-goal seasons. Although his
game has slowed in some respects,
his ability to put the puck in the net
remained elite last season, when
he scored 44 goals in 65 games.

He became the second-oldest
player to produce a 40-goal sea-
son. Gordie Howe scored 44 in
1968-69, the season after he turned
40.

“I’m 31 and it’s hard,” Capitals
forward Tom Wilson said. “It
takes a toll on the body. All of us,
wejust play aslong as we can. He’s

the GOAT. He can just keep play-
ing and scoring goals.”
As consistent as Ovechkin has

LYNNE SLADKY/AP

Tampa Bay Lightning right wing Oliver Bjorkstrand, right, has scored 20 goals in six of the past seven seasons.

“I really took it personal,” Ku-
cherov said of the poor perfor-
mance in the playoffs. “That’s
something that you hate to see and
you’re just hungry to go on the ice
and work on things. You go out
there and you work and hopefully
find solutions.”

The defense gave up the fourth-
fewest goals at 2.6 per game. An-
drei Vasilevskiy is one of the top
netminders in the league and fin-
ished second for the Vezina Tro-
phy. His 2.18 goals-against aver-
age last season was a career-best
for the three-time All-Star and
2018-19 Vezina winner.

“We proved last year, especially
inthe regular season, how good we
are,” captain Victor Hedman said.
“Getting bounced in the first
round is not good enough, not up to

our standard but I’'m super excited
about the team we have, the depth
we have, the young guys we have.”

The Lightning have scoring be-
yond the top line. Forward Bran-
don Hagel, who was acquired
from the Chicago Blackhawks in
March 2022 for two first-round
picks and two players, scored 35
goals and had 90 points last sea-
son. He also spent time working
out with Kucherov in the offsea-
son.

Bjorkstrand and Gourde anchor
the third line. Bjorkstrand has
scored 20 goals in six of the last
seven seasons. He’s a key produc-
er on the power play and has a
powerful right-handed shot the
team was missing without Steven
Stamkos last season. Gourde is a
three-time 20-goal scorer.

drop for Ovi, Caps without

Nick Wass/AP

Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin, left center, talks with head coach
Spencer Carbery during the second period of a preseason game
against the Boston Bruins on Oct. 2 in Washington.

been, his production should not be
taken for granted. In many ways,
2024-25 felt like a charmed season

for both the Capitals and their
Russian star. Washington rose all
the way to the top of the Metropol-
itan Division, and Ovechkin
scored on a career-high 18.6% of
his shots.

There’s plenty of chatter that
both team and player might now
regress, and with the record chase
out of the way, it will be up to the
Capitals to keep the intensity level
high.

“I think the goal chase was good
last year. It energized our team. I
think it helped us get through the
dog days a bit. It was such a cool
moment for the whole organiza-
tion,” general manager Chris Pa-
trick said. “But I think Alex has al-
ways been team first and I think
the way he’s handling this season
just shows that he’s a team-first
guy.”

Ovechkin already had to deal
with an injury last month, al-

Tampa Bay has reached the
playoffs in 11 of 12 seasons under
coach Jon Cooper, including eight
straight years. It plays in a diffi-
cult Atlantic Division that in-
cludes Florida and the Toronto
Maple Leafs.

The Panthers finished third last
season, didn’t have home-ice ad-
vantage against the Lightning and
went on to win the Cup for the sec-
ond straight season. Tampa Bay
knows that getting into the tourna-
mentis only the first step. The goal
is to win 16 games in the postsea-
son.

“There’s no reason to not have a
ton of confidence and a ton of be-
lief in this group,” McDonagh
said.

Now, they just have to finish the
job.

record chase

though the severity was nothing
like the broken leg he had in the
middle oflast season. Carbery said
he has noticed no difference in his
star’s enthusiasm.

When Ovechkin is on one of his
scoring binges, it sometimes feels
like he could play until he’s S0, but
nobody is immune to the effects of
age. Washington fans would be
wise to savor this season, which
could be their final chance to
watch the greatest player in fran-
chise history.

“It’s pretty darn impressive,
just his mentality and his physical
perseverance to keep going and
doing what he’s doing, there’s
really no words to describe it,”
Wilson said. “I don’t think any-
body in that room will be talking
about playing when they are 40, let
alone scoring 44 goals and the bro-
ken leg and all that stuff last year.
He’s a machine.”
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Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Florida 110 0 2 3 2
Boston 000 O O O O
Buffalo 000 O O O O
Detroit 000 O O O O
Montreal 000 O O O O
Ottawa 0 0O 0 0 0 O
Tampa Bay 000 0 0 0 o
Toronto 000 0 0 0 o

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Pittsburgh 110 0 2 3 0
Carolina 000 O O O O
Columbus 000 O O O O
New Jersey 0 0O 0 0 0 O
N.Y. Rangers 1 01 0o 0 0 3
N.Y.Islanders 0 0 0 0 O 0 O
Philadelphia 0 0 0 0 0 0 O
Washington 000 O O 0 O

Western Conference
Central Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg 000 O O O O
Utah 000 O O O O
Colorado 110 0 2 4 1
Dallas 000 O O O O
Minnesota 000 O O O O
Nashville 000 O O O O
St. Louis 0 0 O 0 0 0 O
Chicago 1 01 0 0 2 3

Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Anaheim 0 0O 0O 0 0 O
Calgary 000 O O O O
Edmonton 000 O O O O
Los Angeles 1 01 0 0 1 4
San Jose 000 O O O O
Seattle 000 O O O O
Vancouver 000 O O O O
Vegas 000 O O 0 O

Note: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.

Tuesday’s games

Florida 3, Chicago 2
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Rangers 0
Colorado 4, Los Angeles 1

Wednesday’s games

Montreal at Toronto
Boston at Washington
Calgary at Edmonton
Los Angeles at Vegas

Thursday’s games

Chicago at Boston
Montreal at Detroit
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo
Ottawa at Tampa Bay
Philadelphia at Florida
New Jersey at Carolina
Columbus at Nashville
Dallas at Winnipeg
Minnesota at St. Louis
Utah at Colorado
Anaheim at Seattle
Calgary at Vancouver
Vegas at San Jose

Friday’s Games
No Games Scheduled

Saturday’s games

Los Angeles at Winnipeg
St. Louis at Calgary
Buffalo at Boston
Philadelphia at Carolina
Montreal at Chicago
Toronto at Detroit

Ottawa at Florida
Washington at N.Y. Islanders
N.Y. Rangers at Pittsburgh
New Jersey at Tampa Bay
Columbus at Minnesota
Utah at Nashville

Dallas at Colorado
Vancouver at Edmonton
Vegas at Seattle

Anaheim at San Jose

Sunday’s Games
Washington at N.Y. Rangers

Monday, Oct. 13

Colorado at Buffalo
Tampa Bay at Boston
Winnipeg at N.Y. Islanders
Nashville at Ottawa
Detroit at Toronto

New Jersey at Columbus
Florida at Philadelphia

St. Louis at Vancouver
Utak at Chicago

Boqvist scores winner for Panthers

Associated Press

SUNRISE, Fla. — Jesper Boq-
vist scored the go-ahead goal mid-
way through the third period and
the Florida Panthers, after raising
their second straight Stanley Cup
banner, opened defense of the title
by beating the Chicago Black-
hawks 3-2 on Tuesday night.

Mackie Samoskevich — getting
his second assist, the fifth two-
point game of his career —
chipped the puck toward the goal
and Boqvist knocked it out of the
air for the lead with 10:20 left. A.J.
Greer and Carter Verhaeghe also
had goals for Florida, which got 17
saves from Sergei Bobrovsky.

Frank Nazar had a goal and an
assist and Teuvo Teravainen also
scored for Chicago. Former Pan-
thers goalie Spencer Knight made
34 saves for the Blackhawks.

For the Panthers, it was the sort
of grind-it-out win that might be
necessary with star forwards
Aleksander Barkov and Matthew
Tkachuk out with injuries.

“That’s what the year is," Pan-
thers coach Paul Maurice said.
"It’s the building of that identity
and the finding of it.”

It was the official debut for new
Blackhawks coach Jeff Blashill,
who coached Detroit for seven
seasons — 2015-16 through 2021-
22 — and was hired by Chicago in
May.

The Blackhawks won the Stan-
ley Cup in 2015 and haven't made
it past the first round of the
playoffs since.

“This is what we love to do, and
life goes by fast,” Blashill said.
“Let's make sure we're enjoying
it.”

Chicago scored first midway
through the opening period on a
breakaway from Nazar, but the
Panthers — who outshot the
Blackhawks 17-3 in the first 20
minutes — went into the first in-
termission up 2-1 after goals three
minutes apart from Greer and

20-year vets

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Dan Muse was
very intentional when he chose
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ starting
lineup on opening night.

Their new coach made sure to
get Ben Kindel and Harrison
Brunicke out there for their NHL
debuts. With them, he chose Sid-
ney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and
Kris Letang, who have been team-
mates for the past two decades
and were making some history.

“We had three guys that have
been playing together for 20 years,
and I thought it was important that
they get to start that game togeth-
er,” Muse said. “It kind of worked
out well to be able to do that.”

ReBEccA BLACKWELL/AP

Panthers center Jesper Boqpvist, left, celebrates with Aaron Ekblad after scoring the winning goal against
the Chicago Blackhawks on Tuesday in Sunrise, Fla.

Verhaeghe.

Teravainen scored early in the
second to tie the game at 2-2, and it
stayed that way until Boqvist deli-
vered.

Penguins 3, Rangers 0: Justin
Brazeau scored twice, Arturs Si-
lovs stopped all 25 shots he faced
for his first regular-season NHL
shutout, and visiting Pittsburgh
beat New York in each team’s
opener.

Dan Muse won his debut as Pen-
guins coach with his predecessor,
Mike Sullivan, on the other bench
running his first game with the
Rangers.

Sullivan guided Pittsburgh to
back-to-back Stanley Cup titles in

2016 and ’17 as part of a nearly
decade-long run there before
parting ways in April.

Brazeau and Silovs were also
playing for the Penguins for the
first time. Brazeau signed as a free
agent, while Silovs joined in a
trade from Vancouver.

Evgeni Malkin led off his 20th
season in the league by setting up
Brazeau’s goal.

Malkin beat Vincent Trocheck
on an offensive zone faceoff to get
the puck to Brazeau, who was
alone in front and roofed a back-
hander past Igor Shesterkin.

Avalanche 4, Kings 1: Martin
Necas scored two goals, Nathan
MacKinnon had two assists to be-

come the leading scorer in Ava-
lanche history, and Colorado
opened the regular season with a
road victory over Los Angeles.

Sam Malinski and Artturi Leh-
konen also scored during Colora-
do’s three-goal second period.
Scott Wedgewood made 24 saves
during a commanding perfor-
mance by the Avalanche in their
first game back from their disap-
pointing first-round playoff exit to
Dallas. Kevin Fiala scored a pow-
er-play goal with 4:53 left for the
Kings, who matched the franchise
records for victories and points
last season before their fourth
consecutive first-round playoff
loss to the Edmonton Oilers.

start together as Pens start new era

Just about everything worked
out at the beginning of a new era
for the Penguins, who got Muse a
victory in his first game behind
their bench by beating old coach
Mike Sullivan and the New York
Rangers 3-0 on Tuesday night.

Crosby, Malkin and Letang be-
came the first trio in the four ma-
jor North American men’s profes-
sional sports leagues to play 20
seasons together with the same
team. During that time, they’ve
won the Stanley Cup three times.

“To be sharing 20 years with
Geno and Tanger and having
played this long together, it’s so
rare,” Crosby said. “Just grateful
that we can be in this situation,
and we’re still competing and still

doing it.”

Kindel and Brunicke at 18 and
19, respectively, hadn’t even been
born yet when Crosby, Malkin and
Letang started their journey to-
gether. Crosby marveled at the
age gap between him and his long-
time running mates and a couple
of fresh-faced players not even old
enough to legally drink alcohol in
the U.S.

His message to them was to en-
joy the moment.

“It’s been a while, but I still re-
member my first game and the
emotions and it’s always fun to see
that and to be a part of that with
other guys,” Crosby said. “It was
fun to be out there with them to
start there. It makes you realize

how long you’ve been around
when you’re standing next to some
of these guys.”

Muse was standing not far from
what used to be his usual spot. He
spent the previous two seasons as
a Rangers assistant under Peter
Laviolette, before taking over the
Penguins when they parted ways
with Sullivan.

Crosby felt Muse prepared the
team well to get off to a good start.
With along season ahead, that’s all
they’re considering this first win.

“We’ve got to enjoy it tonight,
turn the page and back to work,”
Muse said.

“I'm really happy for the guys.
... You always want to start things
off on the right foot.”
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Penn $St. trying
to recover from
difficult losses

By TrAvVIis JOHNSON
Associated Press

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — The
pain and anger was just beginning
for Penn State players as handfuls
of UCLA fans stormed the Rose
Bowl to celebrate their Bruins’ up-
set win Saturday.

The Nittany Lions, ranked sec-
ond in the country just two weeks
earlier, still had a nearly seven-
hour flight home, where they’d
havetorelive theirlossto previous-
ly winless UCLA in the film room.

“It’s hard to look at,” offensive
lineman Drew Shelton said. “You
honestly hate looking at a loss, but
it’s so important to be able to put it
behind us.”

Penn State players are still
smarting as they prepare to face
Northwestern (3-2,1-1 Big Ten) on
Saturday.

After losing their highly antici-
pated rematch of last season’s Big
Ten championship with No. 3 Ore-
gon in front of a hyped-up “White
Out” crowd, the Nittany Lions be-
came the first top-10 team to fall to
an 0-4 squad in 40 years when they
lost 42-37 to the Bruins.

What was supposed to be a hap-
py homecoming celebration this

weekend for a team with national
championship aspirations will
now become a search for answers.

Safety Zakee Wheatley said he’s
not quite sure what to expect from
the Beaver Stadium fans that in
just14 days went from reveling be-
fore ESPN’s “College Gameday”
to watching their team fall out of
the AP Top 2S for the first time in
three years.

Penn State came one game shy
of playing for anational champion-
ship last year. Now, it knows its
margin forerroris almostnonexis-
tent.

“We’ve just gotta be better over-
all,” Wheatley said.

The Nittany Lions, who re-
turned nearly every key contrib-
utor on offense save for star tight
end Tyler Warren, rank 70th in to-
tal offense through five games. Co-
ordinator Andy Kotelnicki’s group
started slow in the loss to Oregon,
then never kept pace with a UCLA
offense run for the first time by
Jerry Neuheisel.

Meanwhile, Penn State is just
S2nd nationally in rushing offense
despite returning a veteran line
and star running backs Kaytron
Allen and Nicholas Singleton, who

Freshman WR Wilson is °

By Magrk LoNG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Dallas
Wilson’s first collegiate play
gained 9 yards — and included a
fumble.

The Florida freshman coughed
up the ball on the opening snap
against Texas, losing control after
getting walloped by Graceson Lit-
tleton. It could have dissuaded the
newcomer. Instead, it made him
more determined.

Wilson responded with the best
debut for any freshman receiver
in school history. He caught six
passes for 111 yards and two touch-
downs in a 29-21 upset of the then-
No. 9 Longhorns, including a SS-
yarder that could go down in Ga-
tors football lore.

“That was no surprise to me,”
cornerback Devin Moore said.

Added quarterback DJ Lagway:
“He’s a specimen, man.”

Wilson might be the key to Flor-
ida coach Billy Napier turning
around another season in Gaines-
ville. The 6-foot-3, 213-pound Tam-
pa native, one of Napier’s top sign-
ingslast December, expects to only
get better with more experience.

“We’ve got a very electric of-
fense,” said Wilson. “As a team, I
know what we can do. Knowing
what you can do as a team is un-
believable.”

The Gators (2-3, 1-1 Southeas-
tern Conference) were one of col-
lege football’s biggest disappoint-
ments in September, scoring 16,10
and 7 points in consecutive losses.
The offensive struggles had Na-
pier, the team’s primary play-call-
er, on the verge of getting fired in
his fourth season.

Napier is now 21-22 at Florida,
and there could be a push to keep
him in place considering his best
players are sophomore QB Lag-
way, sophomore linebacker Myles
Graham, sophomore running
back Jadan Baugh and arguably
the best freshmen receiving duoin
school history, Wilson and Vernell
Brown III.

Napier’s future will likely be de-
cided over the next five games,
which begin with a trip to No. S
Texas A&M on Saturday. The Ga-
tors also host Mississippi State,
play rival and 10th-ranked
Georgia in nearby Jacksonville
and then travel to Kentucky and
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Marcio Jose SANCHEZ/AP

Penn State defensive end Dani Dennis-Sutton runs past UCLA offensive lineman Courtland Ford on
Saturday in Pasadena, Calif. The Nittany Lions’ defense faltered against the Bruins, giving up 42 points.

both looked ready to break the
school’s career rushing yardage
record.

“I think a lot of it so far has just
been some combination of four
guys doing something right and
one guy not holding up their end of
the bargain,” Shelton said. “We’ve
got to make sure that we work ev-
ery single day to make sure all five
of us are on the same page and
playing at the same level.”

While the defense kept the Nitta-
ny Lions in the game against the
Ducks, Jim Knowles’ unit was
shredded by the Bruins for 446
yards and 42 points.

Itdidn’thelp that Penn State was
without stalwart linebacker Tony

Rojas, who is expected to miss
more time because of an unspeci-
fied injury.

“T’'vebeenplaces when times get
tough the defense is pointing fin-
gers at the offense or the offense is
pointing fingers at the defense or
special teams,” coach James
Franklin said. “We’re not going to
do that.”

Mainly because the Nittany Li-
ons still have a path to redemption,
albeit very narrow.

Tennessee, Georgia, Arizona
State and eventual champion Ohio
State all made it to last season’s
College Football Playoffs with two
losses. Clemson got in with three.

Notre Dame, the team that

knocked Penn State out in the
semifinals, lostto Northern Illinois
in Week 2 last season.

The Fighting Irish won out from
there until the Buckeyesbeatthem
for the title.

After Northwestern, the Nittany
Lions visit Iowa (3-2, 1-1). Penn
State has apair of top-10 opponents
remaining: It visits No.1 Ohio State
onNov.1andhostsNo.7 Indianaon
Nov. 8.

“I get it,” Franklin said. “We’re
not the only team that’s in a similar
situation like this. Like I men-
tioned before, there is examples as
recent as last season, teams that
have had tough losses and have
been able to overcome it.”

spe01men floundering Florida needs
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Florida wide receiver Dallas Wilson celebrates making a touchdown
against Texas on a 55-yard pass play on Saturday in Gainesville, Fla.

No. 4 Mississippi in back-to-back
weeks.

Adding Wilson to the mix
should make a difference during
the daunting stretch. He has al-
ready drawn comparisons to Ohio
State star Jeremiah Smith, who
caught 76 passes for 1,315 yards
and 15 TDs as a freshman last sea-
son.

Wilson definitely took it up a
notch after the fumble, which he
scrambled to recover to avoid an

early momentum shift.

Among his highlights: aleaping,
toe-dragging catch for 18 yards
near the sideline; a 13-yard score
two plays later; and a physical,
catch-and-run touchdown in the
third quarter that covered more
than halfthe field and gave the Ga-
tors a 15-point cushion.

It was the most impressive ef-
fort of Florida’s season and the
kind of eye-popping play that
rarely has been seen in the

Swamp since Tim Tebow and
Percy Harvin dominated oppo-
nents regularly nearly two dec-
ades ago.

Wilson tossed aside cornerback
Kobe Black at the line of scrim-
mage, spun out of the grasp of
safety Jelani McDonald, tiptoed
the sideline, ran through McDo-
nald’s second attempt at a tackle
and then bulldozed safety Michael
Taaffe at the goal line.

“He’s got sneaky speed, but he’s
also a big body,” Moore said.
“Those 50/50 balls, they’re more
like 30/70 if you’re not in a good
position. A very versatile player
and receiver.”

Wilson has now set or tied five
records in two outings. He had the
most receptions (10) and tied for
the most receiving yards (195) in
the history of the Gators’ spring
game in April, and his receiving
numbers against Texas were all
debut marks for a freshman.

“The expectations, it wasn’t
really a big deal for me,” Wilson
said. “It’sjust agood belief. Every-
body believed in everybody, so it
was good coming out there with all
the guys.”
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MLB PLAYOFFS

Mariners on brink of
1st ALCS since 2001
with win over Tigers

By LARRY LAGE
Associated Press

DETROIT — The Seattle Mari-
ners are on the brink of a spot in
the AL Championship series for
the first time in 24 years.

Cal Raleigh hit a two-run hom-
er, Eugenio Suarez and J.P. Craw-
ford had solo shots and Seattle
beat the Detroit Tigers 8-4 on
Tuesday night to take a 2-1 lead in
the AL Division Series.

The Mariners are within a win
of their first ALL Championship Se-
ries since 2001. Their first chance
to advance was Wednesday after-
noon in Game 4 at Comerica Park
and if necessary, another opportu-
nity awaits Friday back in Seattle
for a decisive Game S.

“The Seattle Mariners deserve
where we’re at right now,” Suarez
said.

Detroit manager A.J. Hinch
said not to count his team out after
it showed resolve following a his-
toric collapse in the regular sea-
son and bounced back by elimi-
nating the Cleveland Guardians in
an AL Wild Card series, then won
Game 1 against the Mariners.

“We’ve had to play more and
more back-against-the-wall-type
games,” Hinch said. “I know our
guys are going to be ready.”

Seattle’s Logan Gilbert gave up
one run on four hits while striking
out seven and walking none over
six innings.

“Can’t say enough about what
Logan did,” Mariners manager
Dan Wilson said. “Just an incred-
ible outing. He had everything go-
ing.”

Raleigh, who had a major
league-high 60 homers during the
regular season, hit a 391-foot, two-
run homer to left-center in the
ninth to make it 8-1.

The offensively challenged Ti-

Scoreboard

Division Series

Best-of-five
x-if necessary
American League
Toronto 2, New York 1

Toronto 10, New York 1

Toronto 13, New York 7

Tuesday: New York 9, Toronto 6
Wednesday: Toronto at New York
x-Friday: New York at Toronto

Seattle 2, Detroit 1

Detroit 3, Seattle 2, 11 innings
Seattle 3, Detroit 2

Tuesday: Seattle 8, Detroit 4
Wednesday: Seattle at Detroit
x-Friday: Detroit at Seattle

National League
Milwaukee 2, Chicago 0

Milwaukee 9, Chicago 3
Milwaukee 7, Chicago 3
Wednesday: Milwaukee at Chicago
x-Thursday: Milwaukee at Chicago
K x-Saturday, Oct. 11: Chicago at Milwau-
ee

Los Angeles 2, Philadelphia 0

Los Angeles 5, Philadelphia 3

Los Angeles 4, Philadelphia 3

\{Vednesday: Philadelphia at Los An-
geles

x-Thursday: Philadelphia (TBD) at Los
Angeles (Glasnow 4-3

x-Saturday: Los Angeles (Ohtani 1-1) at
Philadelphia (TBD)

gers were limited to four hits and
one run through eight innings be-
fore suddenly generating some of-
fense in the ninth against Caleb
Ferguson, who allowed three runs
on three hits and a walk without
getting an out.

Spencer Torkelson hit a two-run
double and Andy Ibanez followed
with an RBI single.

All-Star closer Andres Munoz
entered with one on and no outs
and ended Detroit’s comeback
hopes with a flyout and game-end-
ing double play.

The Tigers’ Jack Flaherty last-
ed just 3% innings, allowing four
runs (three earned) on four hits
and three walks.

Detroit RHP Casey Mize and
Seattle RHP Bryce Miller were
expected to start Game 4 on
Wednesday.

PauL Sancya/AP

The Mariners’ J.P. Crawford watches his solo home run during the
sixth inning in Game 3 of an ALDS against the Tigers on Tuesday in
Detroit. The homer was one of three for Seattle, which won 8-4.

Yuki lwamura/AP

The Yankees’ Aaron Judge celebrates with third base coach Luis Rojas after hitting a three-run home run
against the Toronto Blue Jays during the fourth inning of Game 3 of an ALDS on Tuesday in New York.

Judge rallies Yankees past
Jays to avert ALDS sweep

By MIKE FITZPATRICK
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Aaron Judge hit
a tying homer and drove in four
runs during a clutch performance
for the ages, and the New York
Yankees staved off elimination by
rallying from five runs down to de-
feat the Toronto Blue Jays 9-6 on
Tuesday night in Game 3 of their
AL Division Series.

Jazz Chisholm Jr. launched a
go-ahead homer in the fifth inning
and the Yankees took advantage of
two Blue Jays errors to avoid a
three-game sweep. They scored
eight unanswered runs and pulled
to 2-1 in the best-of-five series,
with Game 4 on Wednesday night
in the Bronx.

“We need another one tomor-
row,” manager Aaron Boone said.
“We’ll enjoy this for about 10 min-
utes and get ready for tomorrow.”

Judge went 3 for 4 with an inten-
tional walk and scored three
times, also making critical plays
with his glove and legs as fans
chanted “MVP! MVP!” After
struggling at the plate in previous
postseasons, he is 7 for 11 in this
series (.636) with five RBIs and
three walks.

“Tonight was special, but
there’s still more work to be
done,” New York’s captain said.
“Hopefully we have some more
cool moments like this the rest of
the postseason.”

With the season on the line, Yan-
kees starter Carlos Rodén gave up

six runs and six hits in 2% innings
— but five Yankees relievers
bailed him out as they combined
for 6% scoreless innings. Tim Hill
got four outs for the win, and Da-
vid Bednar worked 1% perfect in-
nings for his second playoff save
as New York improved to 3-0 in
elimination games this postsea-
son.

It was the Yankees’ largest
comeback ever in an elimination
game, and tied for its second-big-
gest in any postseason game.

Toronto hadn’t lost all season
when leading by at least four runs.

“Kind of just didn’t play our
game, really,” manager John
Schneider said. “Their bullpen did
areally good job, and we just gave
them extra outs.”

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hit an
early two-run homer and Ernie
Clement had four hits for the AL
East champion Blue Jays, who
squandered a golden opportunity
to put New York away as Toronto
tries to reach its first American
League Championship Series
since 2016.

Consecutive doubles by Trent
Grisham and Judge to start the
third began the Yankees’ come-
back from a 6-1 deficit. Later in the
inning, Judge stayed in a rundown
between third base and home
plate long enough to allow Cody
Bellinger to reach third. That be-
came important when Bellinger
scored on Giancarlo Stanton’s sac-
rifice fly against Blue Jays starter

Shane Bieber, who lasted 2% in-
nings.

Stanton also had an RBI single
in the first after Toronto second
baseman Isiah Kiner-Falefa com-
mitted a fielding error against his
former team.

With New York trailing 6-3 in
the fourth, third baseman Addison
Barger dropped Austin Wells’
wind-blown popup for another
costly error with one out. Grisham
walked, and right-hander Louis
Varland was brought in to face
Judge, who turned on an 0-2 fast-
ball clocked at 100 mph off the in-
side corner and somehow kept it
fair, launching a three-run drive
that clanged high off the left-field
foul pole.

“He made a really good pitch
look really bad,” Varland said.

“It’s an amazing swing,” Boone
said. “That’s shades of Edgar Mar-
tinez right there, taking that high-
and-tight one and keeping it fair
down the line.”

The right fielder then made a
diving catch with a runner at sec-
ond in the fifth, drawing more
“MVP” chants.

Chisholm gave the Yankees
their first lead of the series with a
solo homer off Varland in the bot-
tom half. Amed Rosario doubled
and scored on Wells’ two-out sin-
gle to make it 8-6, and Ben Rice
added a sacrifice fly in the sixth
that scored Judge after he was in-
tentionally walked with one out
and nobody on base.
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Judge’s HR saves Yanks from sweep; M'’s
take 2-1 lead vs. Tigers » MLB Playoffs, Page 23

ﬁearing
the end

Atter huge milestones,
Ovechkin's future hazy
entering age 40 season

By NoaH TRISTER
Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Va. — When Alex Ovechkin was asked
what he was most looking forward to on opening night this
season, his answer was a subtle reminder that the 40-year-
old version of the star forward is different than the player
who entered the NHL two decades ago.

“Warmups,” he said with a grin. “I hope my kids are go-
ing to make it for warmups.”

Ovechkin began season No. 21 with the Washington Cap-
itals on Wednesday night when they hosted the Boston
Bruins. It’s hard to imagine 2025-26 being more eventful
than 2024-25, when he broke Wayne GretzKky’s record and
become the league’s career leader in goals, but if last sea-
son was filled with anticipation — and ultimately celebra-
tion — this one may be more about appreciation.

It could be Ovechkin’s lastin the NHL. He is entering the
final season of his contract and hasn’t said whether he in-
tends to retire — or even how soon he expects to make a
decision.

“I just take day by day,” he said Tuesday. “You have to
have fun, you have to enjoy yourself, and try to do it best as

' you can.”
’ 4 After passing GretzKky with goal No. 89S late last season,
Ovechkin entered 2025-26 with 897.
SEE FUTURE ON PAGE 20
INSIDE

Boqvist, Panthers begin three-peat

Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin entered the season as the NHL’s all-time scoring leader with q u eSt Wlth Vi CtO ry over B | ac kh aw ks
897 goals, and will likely become the first player with 900 early on. Page 21

Bengals get Flacco, hoping for QB upgrade . v.... 11WAMIRLIANY]




